Subject: 2022-2023 Oratorical Contest Date: 22 August 2022

From: Department Oratorical Committee
To: Post Oratorical Chairs

Preparations are underway for the 2023 American Legion High School Oratorical Scholarship Program!
Last year scholarships exceeding a combined total of $14,000 were awarded by the Department of
Oregon to high school students in Oregon, winning post, district, and department oratorical contests.

The Department of Oregon increased the scholarship awards last year and revised the contest format.
This year we look forward to building upon that by increasing youth participation at each level and
strengthening our program visibility. We cannot, however, be successful without you. In advance, thank
you for the outstanding work you do!

We look forward to working together for another exciting year of oratorical contests and developing
our youth to be contributing citizens to our state and nation.

Getting started —
1. Establish the date, time, and location for your post contest in December. Students have
many extracurricular events, so establish your date as soon as possible so it can beshared.
2. Notify the district and department oratorical chairs once you establish your contest date.
3. Review the contents of the oratorical chairman’s packet and the student/contestant’s packet.
4. Spread the news of the contest!

e Contact your local high schools and schedule a meeting time with school officials. (Meeting
in person is preferred; however, given current restrictions on gathering, a video conference or
teleconference will work.)

e Meet with the students and school leaders to share details of the scholarships available,
contest rules, and the date, time, and location of the post-contest.

e Edit the oratorical media release and public service announcements provided for you with
details of your post and post contest and share it with your local news outlets.
5. Begin developing your pool of volunteers that will assist in conducting a successful Postcontest!

Communication is vital in growing our program participation and conducting a well-organized contest!

After you have contacted high schools and students, continue to maintain routine and clear
communications to ensure everyone is current on contest dates, times, and locations. The required
documentation — the Acknowledgement Form and the Certification Form —must be completed and
submitted on time at each level of the contest.

Important: Given the current, and varying, restrictions on gathering and in social distancing practices,
it is possible a virtual contest may be conducted in place of an in-person contest. Additional details will
be provided as warranted if/as any changes are made.




An excellent source of information for The American Legion Oratorical High School Scholarship Program
may be found online at the national American Legion and Department of Oregon websites.

Oratorical Dashboard: https://www.legion.org/oratorical

e An excellent starting point for oratorical information! The dashboard provides links for details
About the Contest, How to Participate, Assigned Topics, State Contests, National Finals, and much
more.

Oratorical Resources: https://www.legion.org/oratorical/resources

e This link accesses resources such as Contest rules, Chairman’s Guide; volunteer tools; past contestant
videos, and more.
Department of Oregon Oratorical Program: https://orlegion.org/oratorical/

e This link accesses the required forms for the post, district, and department level contests, as well as
contest details and official rules. (Information will continue to be updated as it becomes available.)

Contest Forms — Forms may be duplicated for students and contest management. The
completed original forms will be forwarded as warranted through each level of the contest.

e Oregon Oratorical Contest Acknowledgement Form
e Certification Form

e Oratorical Contest Summary Form

e Post Chairman’s Contest Survey Form

Students: Will submit the completed original Oregon Oratorical Contest Acknowledgement Form, the

Certification Form, and a copy of their prepared oration to the Post Oratorical Chair by December 1,

2022, or before the post oratorical contest is conducted earlier.

Post Oratorical Chairman: Upon completion of the Post Contest, immediately forward the 1%t and 2"
place finishers’ original Oregon Oratorical Contest Acknowledgement Form, Certification Form, a copy of

their Prepared Oration, along with the completed Oratorical Contest Summary Form, and Post

Chairman’s Contest Survey Form to the District Oratorical Chairman no later than two weeks before the

District Oratorical Contest date.

District Oratorical Chairman: Upon completion of the District Contest, immediately forward the 1%t and
2" place finishers’ original Oregon Oratorical Contest Acknowledgement Form, Certification Form, a

copy of their Prepared Oration, along with the completed Oratorical Contest Summary Form to the

Department Oratorical Chairman at Department of Oregon no later than two weeks before the
Department Contest date.

The Department Contest is tentatively scheduled for February 2023. The location is to be determined.
Dates, times, and locations for Post and District Contests should be forwarded as soon as established to

the Department Oratorical Chairman and Department Adjutant for distribution and publication in the
Oregon Legionnaire.


https://www.legion.org/oratorical
https://www.legion.org/oratorical/resources
https://orlegion.org/oratorical/

Lastly, enclosed, please find the Post Chairman Oratorical Packet and High School Contestant

A packet of materials for your use and distribution. Digital copies of these packets will be available on
the department website when it gets posted to further aid you in distribution to contestants, parents,
and schools. Below is a listing of the contents of those packets, respectively.
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ost Chairman Oratorical Packet
Oratorical Program Chairman’s Guide
Oratorical Program Information
Oratorical Contest Explanation
Oratorical Rules Brochure
Oratorical Promo Brochure
The Prepared Oration Information Sheet
Assigned Topics Information Sheet
Oratorical Contest Acknowledgement Form
Certification Form

0. Contest Summary Form

1. Post Chair’s Contest Survey Form

2. Oratorical Suggested News Release

3. Oratorical Suggested PSA

High School Contestant Packet

LNV WNE

Contestant Welcome letter

Oratorical Program Information

Oratorical Contest Explanation

Oratorical Rules Brochure

Oratorical Promo Brochure

The Prepared Oration Information Sheet
Assigned Topics Information Sheet
Oratorical Contest Acknowledgement Form
Certification Form

For more information, contact: Maria Tye, Department Oratorical Committee Chairwoman
Ph: 281-785-5402 Email: corey0071@gmail.com

Again, thank you for your outstanding efforts in supporting our youth in this important youth program. With
your help we continue to make a positive difference in our youth...and in our future.

Enclosures

Cc:

Post Chairman Oratorical Packet
High School Contestant Packet

Flynn Phillips, Department Adjutant

Daniel Burks, Department 2" Vice Commander,
Lou Neubecker Americanism Chair

District Commanders

District Oratorical Chairpersons

Post Commanders
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Introduction

This guide has been developed to assist Oratorical program chairmen at all levels in organizing
and conducting a successful contest. Itisintended only as an aid and should notbe used asa
promotional piece, distributed toschools or givento prospective participants. Toimprove this
revision of the Chairman’s Guide, we have incorporated material previously included in the
Oratorical Contest Guidelines Manual.

Arrangementsfor contestsleading tothe departmentfinalsaretheresponsibility of each
department. Insome states, rules and regulations below the department finalslevel may vary
from those used in the national contest; contest chairmen atthe postand districtlevels should be
familiar with their respective department’s rules.

Whenpreparing forand conducting an Oratorical contest, remember thatyou areserving
young men and women. They are the ones most affected by mistakes, sobe thoroughly
prepared and familiar with the rules.

The American Legion wants every high school to provide an opportunity forits students to
participateinthiscitizenship education program. However, itisup tolocal American Legion
posts to make the program work.
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Chapter 1
Contest history and purpose

History

William A. Kitchen, a past department commander of Missouri, is credited with founding

The American Legion’s National High School Oratorical Contest. He experimented with the
contestin a few high schoolsin and around Kansas City, Mo., during the 1934-1935 school year.
He went on tobecome the first Department of Missouri Oratorical chairman and conducted a
statewide Oratorical program in 1935 and 1936.

Kitchen encouraged The American Legion to adopt the Missouri Oratorical Contest planas a
national program. The first national contests were held in 1938, with 11 departments and 4,000
participants competing. At the national finals in Norman, Okla., John Janson of Phoenix won
first place. The national finals returned to Missouri for its 50th anniversary in 1987, hosted by Lee
Summit Senior High School in Lee Summit.

In1997, the week-longregional, sectionaland national finals formatwas changed toaweekend
competition of quarterfinal, semifinal and national final contests in The American Legion’s
headquarters city of Indianapolis. In 2007, the contest’s official name became the American
LegionHighSchool Oratorical Scholarship Program—A Constitutional Speech Contest.

Sinceitsbeginning, the contesthas awarded more than $3 millioninscholarships to participants
atthenationallevel of competition. Itcurrently awards$203,500 annually to department winners
competing atthenationallevel. Thousands more are awarded in scholarships to winners at the
department, district and postlevels.

Purpose

The Oratorical program was developed primarily to instill a deeper knowledge and appreciation
of the U.S. Constitution in high school students. Participants also grow in leadership ability,
their capacity to think and speak clearly and intelligently, and understanding of the rights,
responsibilities, obligations and privileges of U.S. citizens.

The program also assists students in affording a college education, with the first-place winner
receiving $25,000 and the next two finishers taking home $22,500 and $20,000, respectively. First-
round participants in the national contest receive a $2,000 scholarship. Second-round participants
who donot advance to the final round receive an additional $2,000 scholarship.

Past nationalchampions

For a complete list of past national champions, visit legion.org/oratorical/champions.
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Chapter Two
Promoting yourcontest

Working with the National Speech and Debate Association

The American Legion has a corporate relationship with the National Speech & Debate
Association (NSDA). Your department chairman has contact information for yourlocal NSDA
representative, usually ahighschool teacher orspeechand debate coach. Thisisan opportunity to
promote the Oratorical program to local students who already participate in speech competitions.
Studentsearndouble NSDA points when they competeinan American Legion Oratorical contest.

Working with your schools

Toeftectively promote the Oratorical programin your schooland community, post chairmenand
others involved with the contest must be in contact with school officials.

During the first visit with school staff, determine the best methods of informing students about
the Oratorical program. Consider addressing them directly through assemblies, classes or other
gatheringsif the school allowsit. Youcanalso try school bulletin boards, the school newspaper
and socialmedia. Useany and every opportunity totellstudentsabout the Oratorical program.

The more you spread the word in your community and promote participation, the better chance
you'll have of gaining participants. Ask other post members, your Auxiliary unit and your Sons of
The American Legion squadron to help get the word out.

Another way tobuild interestisinvite a youth audience to your contest, with a goal of attracting
future participants. If the contestis conducted during schoolhours, itmaybe possible toschedule
it at a high school.

Also, getlocal elementary students studying the Constitutionby sponsoring essay and speech
contests withlessstringentrequirementsthanthe Oratorical contest.Involvementatanearlyage
could attract youth once they become eligible.

Donotoverlook parents when seeking support for the Oratorical program. Contactthe PTAora
similar organization to explain the contest and requestits support during ameeting.

Suggested talking points

When addressing an audience, your mission is to persuade those in attendance that the
Oratorical programisworth their time to participate or promote. Here are some suggested talking
points for school assemblies and civic groups. Adapt them to fit your needs.

* Ladies and gentlemen, this opportunity to appear before you is an honor and privilege for
me as an American Legion member.
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*  We, Legiomaies, are proud of our organization, and weare particularly proud of our youth
activities, whichdosomuchforthe developmentof ournation’syoung people. Few
organizations can match in size and scope the youth service program carried on by The
American Legion under the direction of its Americanism Commission.

¢+ Thisoccasionisanopportunity for you as well as for me, asIexplain an American Legion
program that can benefit high school students educationally and financially.

¢+ Establishedin 1938, the American Legion High School Oratorical Scholarship Programis
designedtoinstillinhighschoolstudentsagreaterknowledgeand appreciation of the U.S.
Constitution. Participantsalso grow inleadershipability, their capacity tothink and speak
clearly and intelligently, and understanding of the rights, responsibilities, obligations and
privileges of U.S. citizens.

* Each contestant must give a prepared oration on some phase of the Constitution, emphasizing
a citizen’s duties and obligations to our government.

*  Some states require the “assigned topic” portion at local levels. Refer to your respective state
rules.

¢ Includeremarksonhow and where toregister and the datesand locations for the contest.

¢+ Todate, The American Legion has awarded more than $3 million in scholarships to
Oratorical contestantsatthenationallevel. The threenational finalistsreceive $25,000,
$22,500,and $20,000respectively.Inaddition, contestants who win their statefinals contest
and represent their states at the national contest receive no less than $2,000.

* Awardsoffered by Post include
. Other awards offered in the state of

include

*  America’s future depends on the success of today’s youth. Knowledge of the Constitution will
help prepare them to meet the challenges of tomorrow’s world.

* Thank you, ladies and gentlemen, for your kind attention.
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Chapter Three
Rules andregulations

Department contests

Arrangements for contests leading to the department finals shall be the responsibility of each
department (state) organization of The American Legion. Forlevels of competition prior to the
department finals, the rules and regulations set forth in this guide are not mandatory; they are
offered as a guideline. However, all department finals contests shall conform with national contest
procedures, rulesand regulationsif the department wishesits finalist to compete in thenational
finals.

A winner certified to The American Legion’s National Americanism Division by a department that
did not conduct its final competition in conformity with the rules and regulations may,
inthejudgmentofthe Americanism Division’sdirector or the director’srepresentative, be
disqualified from the national contest.

Each departmentmay certify one contestant for thenational contest. If the department winneris
unabletocompeteforanyreason, thedepartment’sfirstrunner-upmaybesubstituted following
approvalby The American Legion’s Americanism Commission. A department firstrunner-up
accepted into the national contest is entitled to all national awards and compensation that the
department winner would have received had he or she participated.

Department chairmen arerequired toreview all scorecards from the department final within
48hourstoensure thattheappropriatewinner was certified based onofficial rules, regulations,
scoring and tiebreaking procedures. If a mistake is found within 48 hours, the chairman will
contact National Headquarters at (317) 630-1204 for further instruction. Exactly 48 hours after
departmentfinal resullsare announced, those resultsbecome official and cannotbe changed.

Departmentwinnersmustbe certified tothe Americanism Divisionby the certification datelisted
inthe currentyear’s Official Rulesbrochure, whichisupdated annually and online atlegion.org/
oratorical/resources. Department Oratorical chairmenand department adjutants will receive a
link via email to certify their department winners.

Scholarships

Scholarshipawardsare presented to the three finalistsin thenational contest’sfinal round as
follows: first place $25,000, second place $22,500, third place $20,000. Each department
winner whois certified forand participatesin the firstround of thenational contest will receive
a$2,000 scholarship. Each first-round winner who participates in the second round but does
notadvancetothefinalround willreceive anadditional $2,000scholarship to pursueeducation
beyond high school.
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Scholarshipsawarded by The AmericanLegiontothethreenationalfinalists, department
winners and first-round winners eliminated during the second round of competition may be used
to attend any U.S. college or university.

Contestants must give both their prepared oration and assigned topic discourse to receive the
scholarship.

In addition to scholarships awarded by the national organization, several hundred scholarships
are awarded to Oratorical participants at post, district/county and department levels.

Eligibility
Eligible participants in The American Legion’s High School Oratorical Scholarship Program shall
be citizens of or lawful permanent residents of the United States.

Contestantsmustbebona fide students, described asany student younger than20 on the date of
the national contest who is presently enrolled in a high school or junior high school (public,
parochial, military, private or homeschool), commencing with grade 9 and terminating with
grade 12. Students mustbe enrolled in high school or junior high school when participating at
any level of the program.

High school students who graduate early during the school year are eligible to competeif they are
notenrolled ina college, university, trade school or other institution of higher learning at the time
of the department finals contest.

Contestants mustbe legally domiciled within or attend an educational institution within the
department (state) where they enter competition. Contestants canenter competitioninonly one
department.

The three national finalists will be ineligible to participate again.

The preparedoration

The prepared orationmustbe onsome aspectof the U.S. Constitution, withemphasis oncitizens’
duties and obligations to our government. The same subject and oration used in the department
contest must be used in the national contest.

The prepared oration mustbe the original effort of each contestant and not take upless than eight
minutes or more than 10 minutes for delivery. It must be delivered in English.

Contestants may have in their possession a copy of their prepared oration in the first holding
room, electronic or hard copy. They may consult the copy until they exit the firstholding room to
begin the contest, at which time it will be surrendered to the contest official monitoring the first
holding room.
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Quotations must be indicated as such. Where quotations are more than 10 words in length, the
author’s name must be given in the manuscript and cited orally.

Assigned topicdiscourse

The assigned topic discourse must notbe less than three minutes or more than five minutes for
delivery. The purpose of the assigned topic discourse s to test the speaker’s knowledge of the
subject, the extent of his or her research, and the ability to discuss the topic as related to the basic
principles of government under the U.S. Constitution.

The assigned topicshallbe drawnby the contest officialin full view of the audienceimmediately
beforedelivery of thelastspeaker’sprepared orationand willbemadeknowntotheaudienceand
each contestantapproximately five minutes prior to the time of delivery. Generally, the
assigned topicis a constitutional amendment; it could be the entire amendment or specific
articles. Eachyear, thelist of assigned topicsismade available prior to the contestand posted
online atlegion.org/oratorical/topics.

Contestants may havein their possession their assigned topicnotesin the firstholding room,
electronic or hard copy. They may consult these notes until they exit the firstholding room to
begin the contest. Atthattime any notes will be surrendered to the official monitoring the first
holding room.

Quotations must be indicated as such. Where quotations are more than 10 words in length, the
author’s name must be given in the manuscript and cited orally.

No foreign languages or songs

All contestants at each contest level are required to speak in the English language.

Itis acceptable to utilize or incorporate short phrases of a foreign language into the prepared
orationand/orassigned topictodevelop theargument, establishapoint, etc. However, the vast
majority of the prepared oration and/or assigned topicmustbe delivered in English.

Singingasonginanylanguageisnotpermitted and willresultinimmediate disqualification. The
contestantmay,however, quoteaverse(s) ofasong provided properattributionismade.

Dress

Uniformsofanykind arenotpermitted. Appropriatebusinessattireisrequired. Contestantsare
not permitted to wear awards and medals from previous competition.

Contest regulations

A drawing shall be held by the official in charge of the contest to determine the order in which the
contestants will appear. The contest chairman shall announce the title of the contestant’s
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prepared orationimmediately after introducing him or her as contestantNo. 1, contestant No.
2,etc. Thechairmanwillrequesttheaudiencerefrainfromapplause untilthejudgeshavemade
their decision.

A raised platform is not compulsory but strongly recommended. The use of notes, amplification,
lectern or speaker’sstand by contestants or prompting in any mannerisnot permitted. Propsare
not permitted.

The use of any type of electronic/digital data gathering, receiving and/or transmitting equipment
in any form by contestants or members of the audience is prohibited.

Thetimeallotted for contestants to deliver their prepared oration shallbebetweeneightand 10
minutes, and between three and five minutes for the assigned topic.

The contest chairman willname an official timer who will keep an accurate time record of each
contestant. The timekeeper willbe on the main floorin full view of the contestants. The
timekeeper shall begin timing each contestant at the start of the prepared oration. The timer
shouldbeequipped withastopwatchand time cardsforthe prepared oration with thefiguress,
9and 10. When eight minutes have been used, the time warning card with the figure 8 shall be
placedin full view of the speaker, following with 9 and 10 as the speaker progresses. The same
procedure shall be used with cardsbearing 3,4 and 5 during the assigned topic discourse. The
contestchairman shallannounce the time used by each contestant for the prepared orationand
the assigned topic immediately after each contestant speaks.

Contestants will remain in a private room where the discourse of other speakers cannot be
heard until itis their turn to speak; they will be under the supervision of a person appointed by
the contest chairman. As the contestants conclude their prepared orations, they will returntoa
soundproof waiting room. As speakers conclude their assigned topic discourse, they shall not be
allowed to associate with contestants who have not fulfilled the assigned topic requirement.

About five minutes prior to the time of the delivery of the assigned topic discourse, contestant
No. 1 willbe informed of the topic drawn for the assigned topic and shall retire to privacy under
the direction of a person appointed by the contest chairman, whose duty it shall be to see thatno
contestantis permitted to consultany text or noteshaving any connection with the subject matter
uponwhichheorsheistospeak, other thantheactual wordsof the topiconthe card drawn.

Succeeding contestants will be called onin the orderin which they previously appeared. They
shallalso, in turn, beinformed of the topic of the assigned topicdiscourse and escorted to privacy
in the manner provided for contestant No. 1.

The contestchairmanwillbeexpected tointroduceeach contestantbynameimmediately before
announcing the judges’ decision.
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Judges

Judges are an integral part of an Oratorical contest. Their qualifications are considered
carefully, asthe decision of thejudgesisfinaland mustbereached withoutbias. Impartialjudging
inall contestsis the key to fairness and success of the program, which resultsin the selection of a
national champion.

All department finals and the national contest must utilize five judges. No publicity shall be
giventothenamesofjudgesinadvance of the contest. During the contest, judges will be seated
indifferentlocationsand render theirfinal decision without consultation with otherjudgesorany
other person.

Judgeswillbeadvised thatalack ofemphasisinthe prepared orationand assigned topic
discourse mustresultintheir downgrading the contestant. Judges are permitted todowngradea
contestant up toamaximum of 10 points for failure to speak on the U.S. Constitution. The contest
chairman will announce any violation of time for each contestant. A penalty of one point foreach
minute, or fraction thereof, shall be assessed against the contestant’s total score.

Following the last assigned topic discourse, the judges, timekeepers, tabulators and contest
chairman may proceed to a private room for final review and tabulation.

Tabulators

The contest chairman will appointnoless than three tabulators for the department finals. Itis
their responsibility toreview thejudges’ scorecards tobe certain they are fully tabulated and
signed before they are submitted for final tabulation.

Tabulation procedures

Judges’ scorecards will be numbered 1 through 5 in the upper right-hand corner. Utilizing the
tabulation card, the tabulators will enter the judges’ position number for each contestant (by
speakingorder). Whenthisisaccomplished forall fivejudges’ scorecards, the contestants’scores
are totaled. When totaling the tabulation card, the contestant receiving the low score will be
declared the winner. (Example: If one contestant receives two firsts, two seconds and a third on
thejudges’ scorecards and tabulation card, his or her total position number points will be nine; if
the second contestant receives two firsts, two seconds, and a fourth, his or her total position
number points will be 10. Even though the second contestant receives two firsts, his or her total
position number point score of 10 will place them second.

Tiebreaking procedures

If, after tabulation of thejudges’ positionnumber, two of more contestantsreceive thesame
placement point score (not total points) total, the tie shall be broken by comparing the position
number of scores of the fivejudges for the tied contestants. One of the contestants will be the
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winner over the other by a majority of the judges” position number when only the placement of
the tied contestants is considered.

In the examples on below and on the following page, the highest rank in record of choice (one
being thehighest) foreachjudgeiscircled. The contestant thatreceives the majority of the
judges’ record of choice will be declared the winner.

TWO-WAY TIEBREAKING EXAMPLE

Contestants - Record of Choice

Judges 1 2 3 4 5

2 3 @ s 1 4
3 5 @ 1 3 2
4 2 @ 3 4 5

Totals 12 12 14 17 20

WINNER

In the two way example, Contestant No. 2 is the winner since that contestant received the
highest ranking in the majority of the judges’ record of choice.
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THREE-WAY TIEBREAKING EXAMPLE

Contestants - Record of Choice

Judges 1 2 3 4 5

1 3 2 @© s 4

Totals 12 12 12 15 24

WINNER

In the three way example, Contestant No. 3 is the winner since that contestant received the
highest ranking in the majority of the judges’ record of choice.

The decision of the judges shall be final.

Judges’ scorecards for department finals and the national contest willnotbe divulged to anyone
atthesite of the contest. Allnational contestjudges’ scorecardsbecome the property of The
American Legion National Headquarters.

National finals contest

For information regarding the national finals, visit legion.org/oratorical/finals.

Travel expenses

The national organization of The American Legion will pay the travel and lodging expenses of
department winners and one chaperone to the national contest. All contestants younger than18
mustbe accompanied by a parent orlegal guardian. The preference for those olderthan 18is that
they be accompanied by a parent or legal guardian as well.

The national organization of The American Legion will not assume liability for personal
injury, property damage or loss sustained by any contestant or chaperone en route to or from the
contest;however, The American Legion does carry anominal group accidentinsurance policy on
contestants certified into the national contest.

National finals contestants will travel by an air carrier selected by The American Legion or
personal automobile if previously approved by the national organization of The American Legion.
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TV andradio

Live television and radio broadcasts are permitted in all contests as well as recording or other
typesof mediaforlater showing, provided: 1) thelighting and other site conditions are the same
forall contestants; 2) therecording orbroadcastsshallinnoway distractthe contestantsor
interfere with the pre-announced scheduled time of the contest; 3) the normal speaking voice of
the contestantis notinterfered with or amplified within the auditorium; and 4) The American
Legion is in no way financially obligated without its prior approval.
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Chapter Four
Suggested contestscript

Opening remarks

Good morning, ladiesand gentlemen, and welcome to the (contestlevel) of The American Legion
High School Oratorical Scholarship Program.

Before webegin the contest, I ask that Legionnairesuncoverand everyone pleaserise for the
invocation givenby

INVOCATION

Pleasejoin inrecitingthePledge of Allegiance.

PLEDGE

You may re-cover.

Audience briefing

Thisisthe annual American Legion High School Oratorical Scholarship Program
Contest, and this morning you will be hearing speakers. | have several introductions, but
I'will save them until after the conclusion of the contest. You will notice that the contestants are
notintheauditorium atthis time. Throughout the competition portion, they willappear onstage
only to deliver their respective orations.

In fairness to all contestants,  ask that you donot applaud until the contest is completed. Iwould
also remind you that there will be no photos or video during these proceedings. Itwould be a
goodideatoputyourcamerasand phonesawayuntil theend of the contest. Therewillbean
opportunity totake photosattheend of thisround. Inaddition, ifanyonein theaudienceis
carrying a phone or any other electronic device, please make sure thatitis turned off. Iwould also
ask that anyone wearing an alarm type watch deactivate it.

Our speakers will be introduced by number only. Prompting in any manner is not permitted.
Doing so may resultin the disqualification of the speaker. Each speaker is about to deliver an
eight-to 10-minute prepared oration on some phase of the Constitution of the United States. The
contestants are not allowed to use notes, a podium or a sound system.

The contestants will be shown a timecardat the th, th, and th minute mark
of their oration.If thereisaviolation of the timerequirement, a penalty of one pointforeach
minute, or fraction thereof, shall be assessed against the contestant’s total score.
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Prepared oration

Therewillbeashort pausebetween contestants toallow thejudges time tomark their score cards.
Beforeintroducing thelast speaker, Iwill ask amember of the audience to draw an assigned topic
from the four provided. When thelast contestanthas spoken for seven minutes on the prepared
oration, contestant No. 1 will be taken to a private room and given the topic card and allowed five
minutes to prepare his or her assigned topic presentation. I will read the assigned topic to you
before contestant No. 1isintroduced. All contestants then speak for three to five minutes on the
same subject.

Ifeveryoneisready, [ will call for contestant No. 1. The title of his/her oration s

(ORATION IS GIVEN)
ThetimeforcontestantNo.1lis___minutesand_____ seconds.
There is (no) time penalty.

(PAUSE)

(Follow the same procedure for the remaining contestants.)

Assigned topicdiscourse

For the past five minutes, contestant No. 1 hasbeenina private room preparing for the assigned
topic presentation. The topic the contestants will address during this portion of the contest is
(read the topic).

Now, ifeveryoneisready (pause and look around), Iwill call for contestantNo. 1.
(ASSIGNED TOPIC ISGIVEN)
Thetimefor contestantNo.lis____minutesand seconds. Thereis (no) time penalty.

(Follow the same procedure for the remaining contestants.)

Introductions and winner announcements

This concludesthe contest. Will thejudgesand tabulators please godirectly tothe tabulation
room for determination of the contest results?

Afterthe contestiscompleted, introducejudgesand contestantsbyname, city and state. Make
any other introductions at thistime.

Announce the winners and present awards.

The contest may be closed with a benediction prayer if desired.
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Chapter Five
Contest briefings

Overview

To conduct a successful contest, everyone involved - contestants, judges, tabulators, timers,
escorts, ushers, assigned topic preparation room monitors and audience members—must
know whatis expected of them. For many, it may be their first Oratorical contest.

The contest mustbe conducted by officials who thoroughly understand theirjobs. Weoweitto
allto conduct the contestin as professional amanner as possible using well-informed, capable
people. Wedothatby taking the timeto thoroughly briefeveryone associated with the contest.

Contestants

Contestants should have an opportunity tovisit the contest site and familiarize themselves with
the facility and contest procedures. Along with their coaches and/or parents, they should be given
time alone to test the contest room’sacoustics. This often-overlooked practice helps reduce a con-
testant’s fear of speaking in an unfamiliar place.

Take every opportunity to put contestants at ease while still keeping the contest on schedule.

The chairman or their designated representative should meet contestants as they arriveand
welcome them to the contest. Atadesignated time, the contestants, their parentsand coaches
should meet as a group for the briefing.

Explain the contest operation to them. Don’tassume they know thebasics. Advise them they will
havefromeightto10minutestodeliver their prepared oration, thatthe drawing for the assigned
topicwillbejustpriortothelastspeaker,and thateach contestantwillhavefiveminutesto
prepare for their three-to-five minute assigned topic presentation. If contestants are competing in
their first contest, spend more time to make sure they thoroughly understand how it operates.

Attimes, distractionsarise thatarebeyond the control of the contest officials. Forexample,
determine whattodoifafirealarm should sound and advise contestants what willhappen. Point
outother possibledistractions, like uncontrollablenoise thatmight come from anadjoining room
or even from theauditorium.

Advise contestants where the timekeepers will be seated and at what point they will raise the
numbered timecards. Itisstandard procedure for the timers toraise the cards on the minute, not
15 seconds before or after the minute.

Advise contestants that the judges will be scattered throughout the audience, but under no
circumstances should they be told their exact locations.
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The chairman should give a thorough briefing, providing adequate time to answer any questions
contestants mighthave and to make them comfortablein whatmay be astressful environment.

Just prior to the start of the contest, the chairman should have contestants draw for speaking
order. Thebest method is tohave numbers written on small pieces of paper and have each of the
contestants come forward, one at a time, and draw a number.

Throughout the briefing and prior to the actual contest, there should be no contactbetween the
judges and the contestants. Always keep the two groups separated, preferably in different rooms.

Briefing contestants and others involved is important. Take the time to do it right.

Judges

The general responsibilities of contest judges were covered earlier in Chapter Three. However, it is
important they receive a thorough orientation prior to the contest.

Judges should beinstructed toreport to a private room away from the contestants and others
attending the eventatleast45minutes prior to the contestsothatadequate timeisavailable for
thebriefing. The room in which the briefing is held should be off-limits to everyone except the
judges and contest chairman (or the chairman’s designated representative).

The chairman should welcome thejudges, thank them for serving, and distribute the official
scorecards, scratch tally sheets, pencils and clipboards. The chairman should cover all aspects of
the contest, especially how it will be conducted and the procedures for arriving ata winner.

Scorecard and scoring system

Judges should carefully study and understand the scorecard and scoring system. As a guideline,
judgesareencouraged to award their top choice (speaker) approximately 90 points with others
proportionally lower. (This is particularly important in the event of a tie.)

Lack of emphasisinthe prepared orationand the assigned topicon the dutiesand obligations ofa
citizen to our government must result in the judges downgrading the contestant involved. Judges
may downgrade a contestant up to a total of 10 points for failure to speak on the Constitution.

Eachjudge shall insert the total number of points credited to the contestant and also insert in the
placement column the placement for each contestant in accordance with the highest total point
scores. Ifatieexistsinthe total pointscoresonajudge’sscorecard, thejudge mustadjustthe
scoring of the tied contestants so that no two contestants have the same total point score. This will
enable the judge to rank one contestant above the other in the placement column.

Judgesshallrefrain from discussing any phase of the contest or theirjudging methods with
anyone but the contest chairman following the contest.
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Note:Judgesshould be provided study materials prior to the contestincluding thenational rules
brochure and a copy of the U.S. Constitution. But before that, the chairman should have given
much thought to the selection of judges. Appointments should be based on ability and not on
political or personal favor. Select them with care, then make sure they know theirresponsibilities.

Timekeepers

There mustbe two timekeepers for the contest seated on the main floor and in full view of the
contestants as they deliver their orations.

A chairman often takes for granted that a timer knows how to operate a stopwatch. There are
several types of stopwatches, so the chairman should meet with the timekeepers to discuss their
responsibilities and practice using the stopwatches.

The chairman also should ensure timers have the materials needed to fulfill their responsibilities,
including two stopwatches, a timekeeper record card, time cardsnumbered 8,9, and 10 for the
prepared oration, and time cardsnumbered 3,4, and 5 for the assigned topicdiscourse.

Timersmustunderstand they are tobegin timing when a contestantbegins to speak and stop
when the contestant ceases to speak. The timers will enter the exact time consumed on the
timekeeper record card.

Tabulators

Thetabulationofjudges’scorecardsiscrucial toavoid ascoring problem. The tabulatorsshould
haveathoroughknowledge of the scoring process, be adept with a calculator (to check judges’
additiontotals),and befamiliar with thetie-breaking procedures(discussed in ChapterThree).
The tabulation process should be thorough and not expedited or abbreviated by time restraints.
Before theresults areannounced, all tabulators and the contest chairman should be certain that
the proper procedures were followed and the correct winner identified.

Ushers

Thenumber of ushersrequired for a contest mustbe determined by the contest chairmanbased
onthenumberofdoorsaffordingentrancetothe contestroomorauditorium. The contest
chairmanshould meetwithushers prior tothe contestand advise them of their responsibilities,
which are to assist in seating the audience and to distribute programs. They will control the
entrance to the auditorium while a contestantis speaking and ensure thereisno interruption.

Escorts

Contest chairmen must determine the number of escorts needed for the contest. Some appoint
one escort for each contestant; escorts remain with their designated contestants throughout the
contest, except when they are giving their prepared oration or assigned topic presentation.
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Other chairmen appoint one or two escorts to assist in moving contestants from the holding
room to the auditorium stage. Either method is permitted and the layout of the contest facility or

the availability of help will dictate which method will work best.

Ushersand escortsareoftenoverlooked by chairmenwhenthey giveinstructions. Thisshould not

happen, as every official’s role is critical to the contest’s overall operation.

Assigned topic preparation room monitor

The assigned preparation room monitor’s responsibility is to make sure that the contestant
understands the five-minute preparation time and that no outside notes have been brought into
the room. The contestant can use a blank sheet of paper to assemble thoughts, if desired. The
contestantmustreturnthescratch paper to the monitor following the the preparation time. The
door to the room should remain open, and the monitor will ensure that any noise in the areais
kept to aminimum.
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Chapter Six
Key points to remember

1. Makecertainall contestofficialsunderstand theirdutiesand responsibilities. Provide
thorough instructions to the judges, making certain each understands the scoring system and
timing/penalty requirement.

2. Instructcontestantsregarding contestrules. Allow them time toinspect the contestsite prior
to the contest, including holding and assigned topic preparation rooms.

3. Announcethattherewillbenoapplause or photography during the contest, and thatthe
audience must remain seated and quiet during a contestant’s presentation.

4. Havecontestantsdraw for speaking order and remaininasoundproof roomuntil called onto
speak. Contestants will be introduced by number and mustreturn to the waiting room after
their presentation.

5. Introduce contestants by name, city and state only after final tabulation, but prior to
announcing theresults.Judgesand contestofficialsmayalsobeintroduced atthistime.

6. Selectan American Legion official to award prizes to the winners.

7. Provideinstructions to the contest winner regarding their nextlevel of competition.
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Chapter Seven
Contest floorplan

Optional side Moderator
enterance to | podium
stage for \
contestants. \
~ SPEAKER
TIMERS
Moderator
e chair
JUDGE
JUDGE
JUDGE
JUDGE Ifpossible, use onlyone
Additional judge locations when enterance for audience to
using more than five judges enter andexit.
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Chapter Eight
Chairman’s checklist

Facilities required

O

O 00000000

O

Name of school or otherfacility

Name of auditorium

Seating capacity

Stage or raised platform

US. flag

Acoustics (quality)

Waiting room(s) with at least 10 chairs
Soundproof, close toauditorium

Waiting room(s) for assigned topic preparation
Class bells disconnected

Parking facilities available

Materials required

O

OO0O0O0O0O0OO0O0OO0OO0OO0OaoO0a0O

Clipboards forjudges

Stopwatches (2)

Pencils

Calculator or adding machine

Judges’ instructions/scorecards
Judges’ scratch tally sheets

Tabulator instructions/tabulation card
Timekeeper instructions/timekeeper record card
Numbered timecards

Assigned topic cards

Printed programs

National rules brochures

Certificates of appreciation for contest workers
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Appointments

O Judges (5)
Tabulators (3)
Timekeepers (2)
Escorts
Ushers

Assigned topic preparation roommonitors

O0O000aO0

Publicity chairman

O Transportation chairman
Audience

O Local high schools

O Speech teachers

O Civicleaders

O American Legion, Auxiliary and SAL officials
Publicity arrangements

O Invite local news media

O Photographer
Entertainment (contingent on contest arrangements)

O Banquet/luncheon

Acknowledgments

O Thank-younotes, certificates of appreciation, etc., for all contest personnel

The American Legion High School Oratorical Scholarship Program Chairman's Guide
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Chapter Nine
Contest follow-up

1. Notify the contest chairman atthe nextlevel of competition who won your contest. If the
nameof the contactatthenextlevelisnotknown, notify your departmentadjutant.

2. Showyourappreciationtojudgesby presenting them with certificates of appreciation or
plaques.Itmay alsobe proper tohonor contestant coaches with some form of recognition.

3. Provideapost-contest pressrelease to the media. Gotolegion.org/oratorical/resources to
download an example.

4. Write thank-you notes or letters to all contest personnel.
5. Schedule contestwinners to present their orationbefore other schooland/or civicgroups.

6. Follow your contest winner through future levels of competition.
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Chapter Ten
Contest forms and materials

The following contest forms are examples. They may be reproduced locally for your use, or you
may contact your department headquarters for additional copies.

¢ Judge’s scorecard
¢+ Tabulation card
* Timekeeper record card
* Judge scratch tally sheet (prepared oration)
* Judge scratch tally sheet (assigned topic)
Additional materials for use in preparation for an Oratorical contest include the following items:
¢+ Contest promotional brochure
* Contestfilesareavailable fordownload atlegion.org/oratorical/resources, including:
» National rules brochure. Current year’s rules.
» How to Conduct the National High School Oratorical Contest video series
» National finals video. Video of the most recent National Oratorical Contest.

» Samplenewsreleases to send tolocal media to promote the contest. One promotes the
upcoming event and the other names the winner.

» Sample PSAs to send to local broadcast media to promote the contest
» Contest PSA video

» Exceljudge’s scorecard and tabulation card spreadsheet

» Judge scratch tally sheet (prepared oration)

» Judge scratch tally sheet (assigned topic)

* DeclarationofIndependenceand U.S. Constitution. The textof bothdocuments. Stock No.
755.206. Consult Emblem Sales catalog for pricing. Available at emblem.legion.org.

For current contestinformation on The American Legion’sHigh School Oratorical Scholarship
Program, go tolegion.org/oratorical.
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%, gmﬁg\"@‘“ HIGH SCHOOL ORATORICAL SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM -"A CONSTITUTIONAL SPEECH CONTEST"

Do

JUDGE'S SCORECARD
NAME OF JUDGE:
Contestants
A. CONTENT 1 2 3 4 5 6

1.Was thespeech original, fresh, and direct, Prepared Oration 12 points

- \ -
applying the contestant's knowledge~ Assigned Topic 4 points
2.Didthe contestant skillfully selectexamples, Prepared Oration 12 points

- : o >
descriptions, analogies, and specific data? Assigned Topic 4 points
3.Was the speechlogical, well organized, and Prepared Oration 12 points

?
developed? Assigned Topic 4 points
4.Didthecontestantshowacomprehensiveness Prepared Oration 16 points
i ?
of knowledge of the subject matter Assigned Topic 6 points
|
B. SPEAKING SKILLS 1 2 3 4 5 6
1. Did the contestant use volume, rate, pitch, and Prepared Oration 6 points
- ) -
diction effectively? Assigned Topic 4 points
2. Rate the contestant's style: language use, Prepared Oration 6 points
word arrangement and selection, and transitions. . . i
Assigned Topic 4 points

3.Werebodyactions——.poise,eyegontact, Prepared Oration 6 points
posture, gestures, facial expressions --
appropriate? Assigned Topic 4 points

. swow_______J/ /0 /[ /|| |

PENALTIES: 1pointforeach minuteorfraction
thereof over or under allotted time

Prepared Oration

Assigned Topic

1-10 points for failure to speak on the Constitution

Final Total Points

Position Number-1,2,3,4,5,6
(Highest Points = 1st place, second highest points = 2nd place, etc.)

Scoreallcontestants-NOTIESPERMITTED

Judge's Signature:




The American Legion
High School Oratorical Scholarship Program

TABULATION CARD

JUDGES CONTESTANTS RECORD OF CHOICE

CONTESTANTS - FINAL TOTAL POINTS
(for 3-way tiebreaker only!)

TOTALS

NOTE: all TABULATOR'S signatures are required below.




The American Legion
High School Oratorical Scholarship Program

TIMEKEEPER RECORD CARD

Time Consumed Time Consumed
PREPARED ORATION ASSIGNED TOPIC

CONTESTANT

Minutes Seconds Minutes Seconds

NOTE: both TIMEKEEPER'S signatures are required below.




SCRATCH TALLY SHEET FOR JUDGES

PREPARED ORATION

QUARTER FINAL/ SEMIFINAL/ FINALS (CIRCLE ONE)

CONTESTANT
NO.

DOES THE CONTESTANT'S ORATION RELATE TO SOME
ASPECT OF THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES
WITH EMPHASIS ON THE DUTIES AND OBLIGATIONS OF
A CITIZEN TO OUR GOVERNMENT?

Yes No

SCORE

A. CONTENT

REMARKS OR NOTES

{12

1. Was the speech original, fresh
and direct, applying the
contestant's knowledge?

(12)

2. Did the contestant skillfully
select examples, descriptions,
analogies and specific data?

(12)

3. Was the speech logical, well
organized and developed?

(16)

4. Did the contestant show a
comprehensiveness of
knowledge of the subject
matter?

SUBTOTAL

B. SPEAKING SKILLS

REMARKS OR NOTES

(6)

1. Did the contestant use
volume, rate, pitch and diction
effectively?

(6)

2. Rate the contestant's style:
language use, word
arrangement and selection;
transitions

(6)

3. Were body actions - poise,
eye contact, posture, gestures,
facial expressions-
appropriate?

SUBTOTAL

PENTALTY PTS

ADDITIONAL NOTES OR COMMENTS

TOTAL

FOR JUDGES USE ONLY FOR ADDITIONAL SCORING




SCRATCH TALLY SHEET FOR JUDGES

ASSIGNED TOPIC

DID THE CONTESTANT SPEAK ON THE SUBJECT OF THE
ASSIGNED TOPC?
e Yes No

CONTESTANT

QUARTER FINAL/ SEMIFINAL/ FINALS (CIRCLE ONE)

NO.

SCORE A. CONTENT REMARKS OR NOTES

(4) 1. Was the speech original, fresh

and direct, applying the
contestant's knowledge?

(4) 2. Did the contestant skillfully

select examples, descriptions,
analogies and specific data?

(4) 3. Was the speech logical, well

organized and developed?

(6) 4. Did the contestant show a

comprehensiveness of
knowledge of the subject
matter?

SUBTOTAL

B. SPEAKING SKILLS REMARKS OR NOTES

(4) 1. Did the contestant use

volume, rate, pitch and diction
effectively?

(4) 2. Rate the contestant's style:

language use, word
arrangement and selection;
transitions

(4) 3. Were body actions - poise,

eye contact, posture, gestures,
facial expressions-
appropriate?

SUBTOTAL ADDITIONAL NOTES OR COMMENTS

PENALTY PTS

TOTAL FOR JUDGES USE ONLY FOR ADDITIONAL SCORING
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ORATORICAL PROGRAM INFORMATION

The Oratorical Program is a part of the Americanism Commission and is known as The American
Legion High School Oratorical Scholarship Program. "A Constitutional Speech Contest."

The purpose of The American Legion High School Oratorical Scholarship Program “A Constitutional Speech
Contest” is to develop a deeper knowledge and appreciation of the Constitution of the United States among
high school students. Other objectives of the contest include the development of leadership qualities, the
ability to think and speak clearly and intelligently, and the preparation for acceptance of the duties and
responsibilities, rights, and privileges of American citizenship.

Who is eligible to participate?

Eligible participants in the contest shall be citizens of or lawful permanent residents of the United
States.

All contestants must be bona fide students herein described as any student under the age of 20 years
on the date of the national contest who is presently enrolled in a high school or junior high school
(public, parochial, military, private or state accredited home school) in which the curriculum of said high
school is considered to be of high school level, commencing with grade nine and terminating with grade
12. Students must be enrolled in high school or junior high school during the time of participation at any
level of The American Legion National High School Oratorical Contest.

High school students that graduate early during the school year are eligible to compete if they are
not enrolled in a college, university, trade school or other institution of higher learning at the time of the
department finals contest.

Contestants must be either legally domiciled within or attend an educational institution within the
department (state) where they enter competition. Contestants can enter competition in only one
department.

What Topics Do Contestants Speak On?

Two orations are given - the Prepared Oration and the Assigned Topic. The subject to be used
for the prepared oration of the contest must be on some aspect of the Constitution of the United
States with emphasis on the duties and obligation of a citizen to our government. The same
subject and oration used in the Department Contest must be used in the National Contest.

The Prepared Oration must be the original effort of each contestant and must not take up less
than eight (8) minutes or more than ten (10) minutes for delivery. It must be delivered in the
English language.

The purpose of the Assigned Topic is to test the speaker's knowledge of the subject, the extent of
his or her research, and the ability to discuss the topic as related to the basic principles of
government under the Constitution. Four Assigned Topics are determined each year by National
Oratorial program officials. At each contest one of the four topics is selected and used for that
competition. The assigned topic must take no less than three (3) minutes and must not exceed five
(5) minutes for time delivery.
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Department of Oregon Contest

In the Department of Oregon three contest levels are conducted culminating in the department
oratorical champion. Those levels are: Post, District, and Department. Post contests are held in
December, District contests in January, and the Department contest in February/March.

The Department contests are conducted as follows:

Every contestant must begin at the Post level; only Post level winners will advance to the
District Contest. The District contest winners will advance to the Department contest. The winner
of the Department contest will represent the Department of Oregon in the National Oratorical
Contest Finals in Indianapolis, Indiana which is usually held in April.

The scholarships awarded at the Department level are:

1st place: $5,000
2nd place: $3,500
3rd place: $2,500
4th place: $2,000
5™ place $1,500

National Finals Contest
The National Finals contest is conducted in Indianapolis, Indiana and consists of three rounds
culminating in a national contest winner. The national organization of The American Legion will pay the
travel and lodging expenses of department winners and one chaperone to the national contest. All
contestants must be accompanied by a chaperone over 21 years of age, preferably a parent of the
contestant.

The scholarships awarded at the National Finals are:

Quarterfinal: 52,000 for the Department contestant participating in the National Finals.

Semifinal: $2,000 for each Contestant eliminated; winners advance to Finals.
1 Place: $25,000.00
2" Place: $22,500.00
3" Place: $20,000.00

The national organization of The American Legion shall not assume liability for personal injury,
property damage or loss sustained by any contestant or chaperone en route to or from the contest;
however, The American Legion does carry a nominal group accident insurance policy on contestants
certified into the national competition.

Contestants will travel by an air carrier selected by the national organization of The American Legion
or personal automobile if previously approved by the national organization of The American Legion.
Reference the official contest rules for further details.
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EXPLANATION OF THE AMERICAN LEGION
HIGH SCHOOL ORATORICAL SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM

The purpose of The American Legion High School Oratorical Scholarship Program “A Constitutional
Speech Contest” is to develop a deeper knowledge and appreciation of the Constitution of the United
States among high school students. Other objectives of the contest include the development of
leadership qualities, the ability to think and speak clearly and intelligently, and the preparation for
acceptance of the duties and responsibilities, rights, and privileges of American citizenship.

Contact your local American Legion post for a copy of the official contest rules and for details on the
post and district contest dates, times and locations.

The Department of Oregon American Legion Oratorical Contest conducts three levels of contest in
supporting the National High School Oratorical Scholarship Program, which culminates in determining the
department oratorical champion. Those contest levels are post level, district level, and department level.
Contestants must begin at the Post level and winners at each contest level advance to compete at the
department level contest.

The winner of the Department of Oregon American Legion Oratorical Contest will automatically
advance to the National High School Oratorical Contest, earning the opportunity to attain additional
scholarship funds.

Scholarships are awarded at each contest level — Post, District, Department and National. The
Department and National contests award established scholarships which are prized and highly regarded.
Post and District level scholarships vary and are at the discretion of the respective governing body.

Important: Given the current, and varying, restrictions on gathering and in social distancing practices,
it is possible a virtual contest may be conducted in place of an in-person contest. Additional details will
be provided as warranted if/as any changes are made.

Post Oratorical Contest

With 114 posts within the Department of Oregon there is a good likelihood that one is relatively close
to your high school — check your local directory listings for the nearest American Legion post. Also,
inquire of The American Legion High School Oratorical Scholarship Program through your school’s speech
and debate teacher, or your school’s scholarship contact and/or guidance counselor.

All eligible contestants begin at the Post level contest and compete for the opportunity to advance to
the District contest. Scholarship awards are made at the discretion of the local post.

Post Contest Date, Time and Location: Contact your local American Legion Post.

District Oratorical Contest

There are 10 districts comprised within the Department of Oregon and each district contains a varying
number of posts. Each District will conduct a District contest comprised of the Post contest winners
within each respective district.

The District contest winners will advance to the Department contest. Scholarship awards are made at
the discretion of each district, respectively.

District Contest Date, Time and Location: Contact your local American Legion Post.
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Department Oratorical Contest

The District contest winners —a maximum of 10 — will compete in the Department contest to
determine the department oratorical champion. In addition to the winning scholarship award, the winner
of the Department contest will represent the Department of Oregon at the National Oratorical Contest
Finals held in Indianapolis, Indiana. Expenses for the trip will be covered as detailed further below and
within the official rules.

2023 Department Oratorical Contest Scholarships — awards for the Department Contest:
1% Place: $5,000.00
2" Place: $4,000.00

3rd Place: $3,000.00

4t place: $2,500.00
5% Place: $1,500.00

Department Contest Date, Time and Location: February 2023 — time and location to be determined.
Contact your local American Legion Post for more information.

National Oratorical Contest Finals

Also known as National Finals, contestants representing 55 American Legion Departments from across
the country and globe compete in the national level contest held in Indianapolis, Indiana. The national
level contest consists of three rounds culminating in a national contest winner. Scholarship awards are
achieved by competing as well as in winning and placing in the contest.

Travel expenses to the National Contest

The national organization of The American Legion will pay the travel and lodging expenses of
department winners and one chaperone to the national contest. All contestants must be accompanied by
a chaperone over 21 years of age, preferably a parent of the contestant.

The national organization of The American Legion shall not assume liability for personal injury,
property damage or loss sustained by any contestant or chaperone en route to or from the contest;
however, The American Legion does carry a nominal group accident insurance policy on contestants
certified into the national competition.

Contestants will travel by an air carrier selected by the national organization of The American Legion
or personal automobile if previously approved by the national organization of The American Legion.
Reference the official rules for more details.

2022 National Oratorical Contest Finals — awards for National Finals Contest:

Quarterfinal: $2,000 for the Department contestant participating in the National Finals contest.
Semifinal: $2,000 for each Contestant eliminated — winners advance to Finals.

1 Place: $25,000.00 2"
Place: $22,500.00 3
Place: $20,000.00
2023 National Finals Date, Time and Location: April 21-23, 2023
Wyndham Indianapolis West Hotel

2544 Executive Drive
Indianapolis, IN, 46241

Contact your local American Legion post for the official contest rules and for dates,
times and locations of the Post and District level contests.
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A selected history of Department of Oregon oratorical contest participation:

In 2020, Anwesha Mukherjee, West Union High School, Portland, Oregon became a two-time
Department Contest champion amassing approximately $11,000 in scholarships through two years of
competition.

In 2003, William Glaser, a home-schooled high school junior from Scio, Oregon won the Department
Contest, then placed second in the National Finals and won $16,000.

In 1997, Kathy LaVeine, Tigard High School, Tigard, Oregon won the Department Contest and
advanced to the first round of the National Contest; Kathy’s scholarship earnings totaled more than
$2,000.

In 1996, Heather Cloutier, Crescent Valley High School, Corvallis, Oregon won the Department Contest
and participated in the (then) Regional Contest. Heather’s scholarship earnings totaled approximately
$3,000.

In 1988, T. J. Chandler, Canby Union High School, Canby, Oregon placed third in the National Finals
and won a $10,000 scholarship.

In 1985, Anne Marie Dietering, Canby Union High School, Canby, Oregon placed second in the National
Finals and won a $12,000 scholarship.

For more information contact your local American Legion Post or contact:

The American Legion Department of Oregon
PO Box 1730 Wilsonville, OR 97070-1730 Ph: 503-685-5006
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The American Legion

High School Oratorical Scholarship Program
“A Contitutional Speech Contest”.

Official Rules

General information

The purpose of The American Legion High School Oratorical Scholarship Program “A
Constitutional Speech Contest” is to develop a deeper knowledge and appreciation of the Constitution of
the United States among high school students. Other objectives of the contest include the development
of leadership qualities, the ability to think and speak clearly and intelligently, and the preparation for
acceptance of the duties and responsibilities, rights, and privileges of American citizenship.

Scholarships

Scholarship awards are presented to the three finalists in the final round of the national contest as fol-
lows: 1stplace: $25,000; 2nd place: $22,500; 3rd place: $20,000. Each department (state) winner whois
certified into and participates in the first round of the national contest will receive a $2,000 scholarship.
Each firstround winner who advances toand participates in the second round, butdoes notadvance to the
finalround, willreceiveanadditional $2,000scholarship to pursueeducationbeyond highschool.

The national organization of The American Legion will award scholarships to the three finalists,
department winners, and first round winners who are eliminated during the second round of competi-
tion. These scholarships may be used to attend any college or university in the United States.

A contestant must give both his or her prepared oration and the assigned topic discourse to receive
the scholarship.

In addition to the scholarships awarded by the national organization, there are several hundred
scholarships awarded at the discretion of intermediate organizations, to participants at post, district or
county, and department levels of competition.

Department contests

Arrangements for contests leading to the department finals shall be the responsibility of each depart-
ment (state) organization of The American Legion. For those levels of competition prior to the depart-
mentfinals, therulesand regulationssetforthin thisbrochurearenotmandatory — they are offered
asaguideline. However, all department finals contests shall conform with national contest procedures,
rules and regulations, if the department wishes its finalist to compete in the national finals.

A winner certified to the National Americanism Division of The American Legion by a department
which did not conductits final competitionin conformity with therules and regulations asset forth
herein may, in the judgment of the director of the Americanism Division or the director’s representative,
be disqualified from competition in the national contest.

Each department may certify one contestant into the national contest. If for any reason the depart-
ment winner is unable to compete in the national contest, the department first runner-up may be substi-
tuted following approval by The American Legion’s National Americanism Commission. A department
first runner-up accepted into national competition will be entitled to all national awards, entitlements
and compensation that the department winner would have received had she/he participated at thatlevel.
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Department contest winners MUST BE certified
tothe National Americanism Division, NO LATER

THAN MARCH 15, 2022, by 5 p.m. EDT.
Failure to meet this deadline WILL resultin
disqualification of the contestant.

For information about the Oratorical Contest in your state,
contact your American Legion post or state headquarters.
Eligibility

Eligible participants in the contest shall be citizens of or
lawful permanent residents of the United States.

All contestants must be bona fide students herein described
as any student under the age of 20 years on the date of the
national contest whois presently enrolled ina high school or
junior highschool (public, parochial, military, private or state
accredited homeschool)in which the curriculum of said high
school is considered to be of high school level, commencing with
gradenine and terminating with grade 12. Students mustbe
enrolledinhighschool orjuniorhigh school during the time of
participation at any level of The American Legion National High
School Oratorical Contest.

High school students that graduate early during the school
yearareeligibletocompeteiftheyarenotenrolledinacollege,
university, trade school or other institution of higher learning at
the time of the department finals contest.

Contestants mustbe either legally domiciled within or attend
an educational institution within the department (state) where
they enter competition. Contestants canenter competitionin
only one department.

The three finalists of the national contest will be ineligible
for further participation at anylevel.

Prepared oration

The subject to be used for the prepared oration in the
Oratorical Contest must be on some aspect of the Constitution
of the United States with emphasis to the attendant duties and
obligations of a citizen to our government. The same subject
and oration used in the department contest must be used in the
national contest.

The prepared oration must be the original effort of each
contestant and must not take up less than eight minutes or
more than 10 minutes for delivery.

Contestants may havein their possession a copy of their
prepared orationin the first holding room. The copy may be
electronic or paper form. They may consult the copy of their
prepared oration until they exit the holding roomin order to
begin the contest. At that time the copy of the prepared oration
will be surrendered to the contest official whois monitoring
the first holding room.

In the prepared oration, as well as in the assigned topic dis-
course, quotations must be indicated as such. Where quotations
aremore than 10wordsinlength, theauthor’'sname mustbe
given in the manuscript and cited orally.

Assigned topic

The assigned topicdiscourse mustnot consume less than
three minutes or more than five minutes for delivery. The
purposeof theassigned topicdiscourseistotestthespeaker’s
knowledge of the subject, the extent of hisor herresearch, and
the ability to discuss the topic as related to the basic principles of
government under the Constitution.

Theassigned topicshall bedrawn by the contest officialin
full view of the audience immediately before the last speaker
begins delivery ofhis/her prepared orationand willbemade
known to the audience and each contestant approximately five
minutes priortothetime ofdelivery. Thetopicwillbeonsome
phase of the Constitution of the United States selected from
Articles and Sections. Below are the assigned topics for2021.

Assigned topics for 2023

Amendment VI In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall
enjoy the right to a speedy and public trial, by an impartial jury
of the State and district wherein the crime shall have been
committed, which district shall have been previously ascertained
by law, and to be informed of the nature and cause of the
accusation; to be confronted with the witnesses against him, to
have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his favor,
and to have the Assistance of Counsel for his defense.

Amendment X The powers not delegated to the United States by
the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, are reserved
to the States respectively, or to the people.

Amendment X1V, Section 1 All persons born or naturalized in
the United States and subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are
citizens of the United States and of the State wherein they reside.
No State shall make or enforce any law which shall abridge the
privileges or immunities of citizens of the United States; nor shall
any State deprive any person of life, liberty or property, without
due process of law; nor deny to any person within its jurisdiction
the equal protection of the laws.

Amendment XVI The Congress shall have power to lay and
collect taxes on incomes, from whatever source derived, without
apportionment among the several States, and without regard to
any census or enumeration.
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No foreign languages or songs

All contestants at each contest level are required to speak in
the English language on the same assigned topic.

Itis acceptable to utilize orincorporate short phrases of a
foreignlanguage into the prepared oration and/or assigned topic
in order to develop the argument, establish a point, etc. The
vast majority of the prepared oration and/or assigned topic must
be delivered in the Englishlanguage.

Also, the singing of a song in any language is not permit-
ted and will result in the immediate disqualification of the
contestant. The contestant may, however, quote a verse(s) of a
song provided proper attribution is made.

What to wear
Uniforms are not permitted. Appropriate business

attire isrequired by all contestants. Contestants are not
permitted towearawardsand medals from previous
competition.

Contest regulations

A drawingshallbe held by the officialin charge of the con-
test to determine the order in which the contestants will appear.
The contest chairman shall announce the title of the contestant’s
prepared orationimmediately after introducing him/her as con-
testantNo. 1, contestantNo.2, etc. The chairman will request
theaudience torefrainfromapplause until thejudgeshave made
their decision.

A raised platform is not compulsory; however, it is strongly
recommended. The use of notes, amplification, lectern or
speaker’s stand by contestants or prompting in any manner is
not permitted. Props are not permitted.

The use of any type of electronic/digital data gathering,
receiving and/or transmitting equipment in any form by contes-
tants or members of the audience is prohibited.

The time allotted for each contestant to deliver their pre-
pared oration shall not be less than eight or more than 10
minutes, and for the assigned topic, not less than three or

more than five minutes.

Anofficial timershall benamed by the contestchairman
whosedutyitshallbetokeepanaccuratetimerecord ofeach
contestant, and she/he shall belocated on the main floorin
full view of the contestants. The timekeeper shall begin timing
eachcontestantatthestartoftheprepared oration. Thetimer
shouldbeequipped withastopwatchand time cardsforthe
prepared oration carrying the figures 8, 9 and 10. When eight
minutes have been used, the time warning card with the figure
8 thereon shall be placed in full view of the speaker, following
with9and 10asthespeakerprogresses. The same procedure
shall be used with cards bearing 3, 4 and 5 during the assigned
topic discourse. The contest chairman shall announce the time
consumed by each contestant for the prepared oration and the
assigned topicimmediately after each contestant speaks for the
benefit of the judges.

Contestants are required to remain in a private room, where
thediscourse of the other speakers cannotbeheard, untilitis
their turn to speak (contestants will be under the supervision of an
individual appointed by the contest chairman). As the contestants
conclude their prepared orations, they must return to a sound-
proofholding room. Aseachspeaker concludeshisorherassigned
topicdiscourse, they shallnotbe allowed to associate with contes-
tants whohavenotfulfilled the assigned topicrequirement.

Approximately fiveminutes prior to the time of the deliv-
ery of the assigned topic discourse, contestant No. 1 will be
informed of the topic drawn for the assigned topic and shall be
permitted toretire to privacy under the direction of an indi-
vidual appointed by the contest chairman, whose duty it shall be
toseethatnocontestantis permitted toconsultany textmatter
ornoteshaving any connection with the subject matter upon
which he/she is to speak, other than the actual words of the topic
provided on the card drawn.

Each succeeding contestant will be called upon in the order
inwhich she/he previously appeared. She/he shall also, in turn,
beinformed of the topic of the assigned topic discourse and
shall then be escorted to privacy in the manner as provided for
contestant No. 1.

Judges

Thejudgesareanintegral part of the Oratorical Contest.
Their qualifications are considered carefully as the decision of
thejudgesis final and must be reached without bias. Impartial
judginginall contestsisthekeytofairnessand successof the
program which results in the selection of a national champion.

All department finals and the national contest must use five
judges. No publicity shall be given to the names of the judges in
advance of the contest. During the contest, the judges will be
seated in different locations in the auditorium and each judge
shall render his or her final decision without consultation
with other judges or any other person.

Judges will be advised thatalack of emphasisin the prepared
oration and the assigned topic discourse on the duties and obliga-
tions of a citizen must resultin their downgrading the contestant.
Judgesare permitted todowngradeacontestantup toamaxi-
mum of 10 points for failure to speak about the Constitution. The
contestchairmanwill announceany violationof timeforeach
contestant. A penalty of one pointforeachminute, or fraction
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thereof, shallbe assessed against the contestant’s total score.

The judges, timekeepers, tabulators and the contest chair-
man, following thelastassigned topicdiscourse, may proceed toa
private room for final review and tabulation. The decision of the
judges is final.

Tabulators

The contest chairman will appoint no less than three tabula-
tors for the department finals contest. It will be their responsibil-
ity toreview thejudges’ scorecards tobe certain they are fully tab-
ulated and signed before they are submitted for final tabulation.

Judges’ scorecards for department finals and the national
contest will not be divulged to anyone at the site of the contest.
All national contest judges’ scorecards become the property of
The American Legion National Headquarters.

National finals contest

¢+ Thenationalfinals contest will be held atthe Wyndham
Indianapolis Westhotel April9-11,2021, inIndianapolis.
Quarterfinal and semifinal rounds are scheduled tobe held
on Saturday, April 10. The championship is scheduled for
Sunday, April 11.

¢+ All contestants and chaperones will arrive on Friday, April
9. All contestants will be lodged at a hotel to be determined
in Indianapolis.

*  Amandatory pre-contestorientationsession forall contestants
will be held the evening of Friday, April 9.

*  Abanquethonoring all contestants will be held the after-
noon of Sunday, April 11.

For more information

¢+ Allcontestants and chaperones will depart forhome after
the banquet on Sunday.

Travel expenses

Thenational organization of The American Legion will pay
the travel and lodging expenses of department winners and
one chaperone to the national contest. All contestants must be
accompanied by achaperone over 21 years of age, preferably a
parent of the contestant.

The national organization of The American Legion shall not
assume liability for personalinjury, property damage or loss sus-
tained by any contestant or chaperone en route to or from the con-
test;however, The American Legion does carry anominal group
accidentinsurance policy on contestants certified intothenational
competition.

Contestantswill travelby an air carrier selected by the national
organization of The American Legion or personal automobile if
previously approved by the national organization of The American
Legion.

TV and radio

Live television and radio broadcasts are permitted in all con-
tests as well as filming or other types of media for later showing,
provided: 1) the lighting and other site conditions are the same
forall contestants;2) thefilming orbroadcastsshallinnoway
distract the contestants or interfere with the announced sched-
uled time of the contest; 3) the normal speaking voice of the
contestantis not interfered with or amplified within the audito-
rium; and 4) The American Legion is in no way financially obli-
gated for anything without its prior approval.

Individualsinterested inlearning more about The American Legion National High School Oratorical Contest should contact:

¢+ Fordates, sitesand deadlineinformation concerninglocal, districtandstate level competition, contactyour local American
Legion post or their state headquarters office of The American Legion.

¢ Forinformation concerning the national contest, Americanism Division, The American Legion, P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis,
IN 46206-1055; telephone (317) 630-1204; or email americanism@legion.org.
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THE AMERICAN LEGION

HIGH SCHOOL ORATORICAL SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM -"A CONSTITUTIONAL SPEECH CONTEST"

JUDGE'S SCORECARD

NAME OF JUDGE:

Contestants
A. CONTENT 1 2 3 4 5 6
1. Was the speech original, fresh, and direct, Prepared Oration 12 points
lying th testant's k ledge? . . .
applying the contestant's knowledge Assigned Topic 4 points
2. Did the contestant skillfully select examples, |Prepared Oration 12 points
ipti logi ifi ? ) ) .
descriptions, analogies, and specific data Assigned Topic 4 points
3. Was the speech logical, well organized, and  |Prepared Oration 12 points
?
developed? Assigned Topic 4 points
4. Did the contestant show a comprehensiveness|Prepared Oration 16 points
of knowledge of the subject matter? . . .
Assigned Topic 6 points
|
B. SPEAKING SKILLS 1 2 3 4 5 6
1. Did the contestant use volume, rate, pitch, and |Prepared Oration 6 points
L . s
diction effectively? Assigned Topic 4 points
2. Rate the contestant's style: language use, Prepared Oration 6 points
word arrangement and selection, and transitions. . . .
Assigned Topic 4 points
3. Were body actions - poise, eyc.e contact, Prepared Oration 6 points
posture, gestures, facial expressions --
appropriate? Assigned Topic 4 points

. swoa____ |/ /0 /[ /[ /|| |

PENALTIES: 1 point for each minute or fraction |Prepared Oration
thereof over or under allotted time

Assigned Topic

1-10 points for failure to speak on the Constitution

Final Total Points

Position Number -1, 2,3,4,5,6
(Highest Points = 1st place, second highest points = 2nd place, etc.)

Score all contestants - NO TIES PERMITTED
Judge's Signature:




American Legion department (state) contact information is online:
&€hlegion.org/departments

More information is available online:
@ legion.org/oratorical

The American Legion

P.O. Box 1055
Indianapolis, IN 46206
(317) 630-1204
americanism@legion.org

& www.legion.org

Follow The American Legion online:

O www.legion.org/facebook
¥ twitter.com/AmericanLegion
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A scholarship

OPPORTUNITY

For students seeking an academic challenge and
an opportunity to earn college scholarship money,
the American Legion High School Oratorical
Scholarship Program is a natural fit. For more
than80years, this constitutional speech contest
has educated youth on our nation’s founding
document, with an emphasis on citizenship.

“Whowevote for matters. The leaders we elect should
reflect the spirit of our society. Their main goal
should be the preservation of our rights as written in
our founding document. Failure to vote, then, is the
equivalent of rejecting the freedoms bestowed on each
individual by our Constitution. These freedoms, likea
family heirloom, should be treasured and held dear.”

Geeta Minocha, Ocala, Fla.
2015 American Legion National
Oratorical Contest champion

Themain purpose of the American Legion High
School Oratorical Scholarship Program is to
develop a deeper knowledge and appreciation of
the U.S. Constitution among students. Participants
alsogrow inleadership ability, their capacity to
think and speak clearly and intelligently, and
understanding of the rights, responsibilities,
obligations and privileges of U.S. citizens.

Learn more about the American Legion
High School Oratorical Scholarship
Program at legion.org/oratorical.

For dates, sites and deadline information
concerning local, district and state
competition, contact your local American
Legion post or state headquarters office.

For information concerning the national
contest, contact The American Legion’s
AmericanismDivisionat(317) 630-1204 or
americanism@legion.org.

The American Legion

P.O. Box 1055
Indi&Rapolis, IN 46206
(317) 630-1204

0 legion.org
F%W The American Legion online:

legion.org/facebook
twitter.com/AmericanLegion
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HIGH SCHOOL ORATORICAL
SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM
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Winners receive thousands in scholarships

Thethreefinalists of thenational contestearn some
of themostgenerousscholarships collegescholarships
available tostudents: $25,000for first place, $22,500
forsecond place and $20,000for third place. Each
department (state) winner who is certified and
participatesinthefirstround of thenational contest
receivesa$2,000scholarship. Eachfirst-round winner
who advances to and participates in the second round,
butdoesnotadvancetothefinal round, will receive
anadditional $2,000scholarship to pursue education
beyond high school.

Scholarships awarded by the national organization of
The American Legion may be used to attend any U.S.
college or university.

Each department (state) is represented

Each department of The American Legion may certify
one contestant for the national contest. If for any

reason the department winner is unable to compete

in the national contest, the department first runner-
upmay besubstituted following approvalby The
AmericanLegion’s Americanism Commission.

Forinformation about the oratorical contestin your
state, contact your local American Legion post or state
headquarters. A listing of state headquarters’ addresses
and phone numbers is online at legion.org.

Who is eligible to participate?

Eligible participants shall be citizens of or lawful
permanent residents of the United States.

All contestants mustbe younger than 20 yearson
the date of the national contest and enrolled ina
high school or junior high school (public, parochial,
military, private or state accredited homeschool) in
which the curriculum is considered to be high-school
level, commencing with grade 9 and terminating with
grade 12. Students must be enrolled in high school or
junior high school during the time of participation at

any level of the American Legion National High School
Oratorical Contest.

High-school students who graduate early are eligible to
compete if they are not enrolled in a college, university,
trade school or other institution of higher learning at the
time of the department finals contest.

Contestants must be legally domiciled within or attend
an educational institution within the department (state)
wherethey enter competition. Contestants canenter
competition in only one department. The three finalists
of the national contest will be ineligible for further
participation at any level.

The orations

Thepreparedoration—Thesubjectused forthe prepared
orationmustbe onsomeaspectof the U.S. Constitution,
with an emphasis on a citizen’s duties and obligations. The
same subject and oration used in the department contest
must be used in the national contest.

The prepared oration mustbe the original effort of each
contestant and be delivered inno fewer than eight minutes

and no more than 10 minutes. It must be delivered in
the English language.

Assignedtopic—The purpose of the assigned topic
oration is to test the speaker’s knowledge of the
subject, the extent of his or her research, and the
ability to discuss the topicasitrelates to the basic
principlesof governmentunder the Constitution.
Generally, the topicis a constitutional amendment; it
could be the entireamendmentorspecificarticles.

The assigned topic oration must be between three and
fiveminutes. Eachyear, thelist of assigned topicsis
made available prior to the contest and posted online
at legion.org/oratorical/topics.

Contest judges

Fair and unbiased judging is integral for maintaining
quality and integrity throughout all stages of the
contest. The qualifications of all contestjudgesare
carefully considered, and alljudges have a thorough
understanding of their roles.



THE PREPARED ORATION

Prepared oration

The subject to be used for the prepared oration in the Oratorical Contest must be on some
aspect of the Constitution of the United States with emphasis to the attendant duties and
obligations of a citizen to our government.

The same subject and oration used in the department contest must be used in the national
contest.

The prepared oration must be the original effort of each contestant and must not take up
less than eight minutes or more than 10 minutes for delivery.

Contestants may have in their possession a copy of their prepared oration in the first holding
room. The copy may be electronic or paper form. They may consult the copy of their prepared
oration until they exit the holding room in order to begin the contest. At that time the copy of
the prepared oration will be surrendered to the contest official who is monitoring the first
holding room.

In the prepared oration, as well as in the assigned topic discourse, quotations must be
indicated as such. Where quotations are more than 10 words in length, the author’s name must
be given in the manuscript and cited orally.

No foreign languages or songs

All contestants at each contest level are required to speak in the English language on the
same assigned topic.

It is acceptable to utilize or incorporate short phrases of a foreign language into the prepared
oration and/or assigned topic in order to develop the argument, establish a point, etc. The vast
majority of the prepared oration and/or assigned topic must be delivered in the English
language.

Also, the singing of a song in any language is not permitted and will result in the immediate
disqualification of the contestant. The contestant may, however, quote a verse(s) of a song provided
proper attribution is made.

What to wear

Uniforms are not permitted. Appropriate business attire is required by all contestants.
Contestants are not permitted to wear awards and medals from previous competition.
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ASSIGNED TOPICS 2022-23

Assigned topic

The assigned topic discourse must not consume less than three minutes or more than five
minutes for delivery. The purpose of the assigned topic discourse is to test the speaker’s
knowledge of the subject, the extent of his or her research, and the ability to discuss the topic
as related to the basic principles of government under the Constitution.

The assigned topic shall be drawn by the contest official in full view of the audience
immediately before the last speaker begins delivery of his/her prepared oration and will be
made known to the audience and each contestant approximately five minutes prior to the time
of delivery. The topic will be on some phase of the Constitution of the United States selected
from Articles and Sections. Further below are the assigned topics for 2021.

No foreign languages or songs

All contestants at each contest level are required to speak in the English language on the
same assigned topic.

It is acceptable to utilize or incorporate short phrases of a foreign language into the prepared
oration and/or assigned topic in order to develop the argument, establish a point, etc. The vast
majority of the prepared oration and/or assigned topic must be delivered in the English
language.

Also, the singing of a song in any language is not permitted and will result in the immediate
disqualification of the contestant. The contestant may, however, quote a verse(s) of a song provided
proper attribution is made.

What to wear

Uniforms are not permitted. Appropriate business attire is required by all contestants.
Contestants are not permitted to wear awards and medals from previous competition.
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OREGON ORATORICAL CONTEST
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT FORM

| have read the Official Contest Rules and this form carefully and fully understand each one of the items
listed. | acknowledge the following responsibilities:

e We understand that there will two (2) orations (speeches). One oration will be a prepared
oration, 8 to 10 minutes in duration, on any topic from the U.S. Constitution. The second
oration, 3 to 5 minutes, will be an assigned oration coming from a selection of four topics,
usually from the amendments to the constitution. Only one will be drawn the day of the
competition.

e Penalty points are given if the speeches are too short or too long. A penalty of one (1) point per
minute or a fraction thereof if the speech is too short or the same if it is too long. This will be
clearly established in the instruction packet that MUST be given to contestants (students). The
Post Oratorical Chairman should double check to see that each contestant has a high school
packet.

e Itis understood that notes may be used only at the Post level competition. There are to be NO
NOTES of any kind beginning at the District level of competition.

e The Post should provide a time for the contestants to present both orations and, if possible, in
front of a Post meeting or a group of people using the format of the Oratorical Contest set by
National Oratorical Contest. Even with only one contestant this should be done to acquaint
contestants with the procedures of the Oratorical Contest.

e The date, time, and location should be clearly marked on this form for both the Post and District
contests.

e This form must be signed by the high school student, a parent, and Post Oratorical Chairman. A
copy will be kept by the Chairman as well as attached to the Certification Form.

Post Contest Date to give oration:

Place and address to be held:

District Contest Date to give oration:

Place and address to be held:

Signed by:

Student Date
Parent Date
Post Chairman Date
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CERTIFICATION FORM

AMERICAN LEGION HIGH SCHOOL ORATORICAL CONTEST
DEPARTMENT OF OREGON

CONTESTANTS: Must complete and return this original form to The American Legion Post Oratorical Chairman by
December 1, 2022.

TO BE COMPLETED BY STUDENT/ PARENT/SCHOOL:
Print or Type:

Contestant’s Name Signature

Address City State Zip Code
Area and Phone Number Social Security No

Name of High School City Phone No
Grade Age Are You A Citizen of The United States, Or a Lawful PermanentResident?
Parent/Guardian’s Name (Print) Signature

Title of Prepared Oration (Print)

Principal or
Representative’s Name (Print) Signature

TO BE COMPLETED BY POST ORATORICAL CHAIRMAN:

Print or Type:

Post Chairman Name Post Name and No.
Address City State Zip Code
Post/Chairman’s Area and Phone No. Sponsoring Post
CONTEST DATES:
(1) Post Contest (2) District Contest

(3) Department Contest

Post Oratorical Chairman: The Certification Form, Acknowledgment Form and Post Chairman’s Contest Survey
Sheet is to be completed and provided to your District Oratorical Chairman or District Commander immediately
following the Post Contest.

District Oratorical Chairman: The 1%tand 2" Place District winner’s Certification Form, Acknowledgment Form and
a rough copy of the winner’s Prepared Oration are to be mailed immediately to the Contest Chairperson of the
Department Oratorical Committee: Maria Tye

82446 Fish Hatchery Ln, Enterprise, OR 97828

Ph: 281-786-5402 Email: corey0071@gmail.com

NOTE: The Certification Form, Acknowledgement Form, and Contest Rules, may be duplicated as needed for the
student.
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ORATORICAL CONTEST SUMMARY FORM
(PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT)

CONTEST LEVEL (Circle one and provide number): POST | DISTRICT

Post No. / District No.

1. Contest Date:

2. Contest Results:

1%t Place

2"d place

3" Place

4* place

ACTION: Immediately upon conclusion of the Post Contest, complete and forward the Contest Summary
Form, Post Chairman’s Contest Survey Form, and the 1% and 2" place finishers’ Certification
Form and Acknowledgement Form to the District Oratorical Chairman.

If the 1% place winner cannot compete in the District Contest, the 2™ place finisher can compete

in his/her place as the post contest winner.

IMPORTANT: This completed form must reach the District Oratorical Chairman no later than one week
prior to the District Contest date.

District No. Chairman

Address

City , Oregon Zip

Submitted by Post Oratorical Chairman:

Name Date
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POST ORATORICAL CHAIRMAN'’S CONTEST SURVEY FORM
(PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT)

POST NO.

1. Post Oratorical Chairman’s Name

2. Contest Date Number of contestants?
3. Number of Legionnaires and guests attending contest /
4. How many high schools and/or home-schooled participated inthe contest? /

List high school and school address, if home-schooled, list address; continue on reverse if needed.

5. Were awards, tokens and/or prizes given to contestants? (Circleone)  Yes | No
If ‘yes’ complete the following questions below; no cash or check monetary awards should be given.

A) By place-finishing (i.e., 1%, 2"9, 3, etc.) List the specific awards, tokens and/or prizes provided (i.e.,
certificates, plagues, scholarships, pins, medals, etc.)

B) When, where and how were awards made (i.e., at the conclusion of the contest; at the sponsoring
post; at a general meeting; etc.)

6. Do you feel the Post Oratorical Chairman’s packet helped you conduct your local contest?
(Circleone) Yes | No What would have benefited further?

ACTION: Immediately upon conclusion of the Post Contest, complete and forward the Contest Summary
Form, Post Chairman’s Contest Survey Form, and the 1st and 2nd place finishers’ Certification
Form and Acknowledgement Form to the District Oratorical Chairman.

If the 1st place winner cannot compete in the District Contest, the 2nd place finisher can

compete in his/her place as the post contest winner.

IMPORTANT: This completed form must reach the District Oratorical Chairman no later than one week
prior to the District Contest date.

District No. Chairman

Address

City , Oregon Zip
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

American Legion invites high school students
to compete in speech contest

Winners will earn scholarship money, chance to compete in national finals

High school students of (community) have been invited by (name of post)Post No. of The
American Legion to compete in the 85th American Legion High School Oratorical Scholarship Program. The
invitation to enter the competition was extended today by Post Commander (or Post Oratorical Chairman)
(full name).

The contest for (community) students has been arranged with the full cooperation of local school officials and
(full name and title) of the (school name) faculty who will assist with the contest arrangements.

The subject in the prepared oration portion of the contest must be about some phase of the Constitution of
the United States, emphasizing the duties and obligations of a citizen to the United States government. The
prepared oration must be the original effort of each contestant and must be 8-10 minutes in length.

(Insert here a paragraph detailing the awards offered in the local competition.)

In addition to the awards by winners of the various elimination rounds of competition, college scholarships of
$20,000, $17,000, and $15,000 will be awarded to the first through third places in the national finals. Each state

winner who competes in the first round of the national contest will receive a $2,000 scholarship. Participants in

the second round who do not advance to the national final round will receive an additional $2,000 scholarship.

The top three youth orators who have won all previous elimination rounds of the contest will vie for top honors
in the national contest in April in Indianapolis.

The American Legion will pay the expenses of state winners at the national contest.

High school students in (community) who are interested in entering the competition will find complete rules
and contest information at

For more information, please visit www.legion.org/oratorical

Contact (list name of contacts, email addresses and phone numbers)


http://www.legion.org/oratorical




American Legion Oratorical Contest
Public Service Announcements

30 Seconds

Education ... protecting the foundation of freedom that we as Americans cherish. American Legion Post
(number) can help students compete in a contest that awards more than $188,000 in scholarships. The
American Legion High School Oratorical Scholarship Program can provide a stepping stone to further
education. For more information contact (your local high school) or American Legion Post (hnumber) at
(phone number).

* %k

College. Money. Two words that go hand-in-hand. It takes a lot of money to pay for a college education. For
high school students, there is a way to actually talk your way to college. Each year The American Legion High
School Oratorical Scholarship Program awards over $188,000 in college scholarships. Contact American Legion
Post (number) at (phone number) for details. Find out today how you can get involved and talk your way to
college.

20 Seconds

Are you in high school? Planning on college? Need some college money? Then consider talking your way to
college. You can if you’re a winner in The American Legion High School Oratorical Scholarship Program.
Contact American Legion Post (number) at (phone number) for details. Talking can pay big dividends.

% %k %

Do you know someone at your high school who is an excellent speaker? Could this individual use a college
scholarship? Your local American Legion post has information on how to qualify for over $188,000 in
scholarships. Contact American Legion Post (number) at (phone number) for details.

10 Seconds

Talk your way to college? You can if you're a winner in The American Legion High School Oratorical Scholarship
Program. Want to find out more? Contact American Legion Post (number) at (phone number) for details.

* % %k

The American Legion High School Oratorical Scholarship Program offers students over $188,000 in
scholarships. Contact American Legion Post (number) at (phone number) for details.

For more information, please visit www.legion.org/oratorical

Contact (list name of contacts, email addresses and phone numbers)


http://www.legion.org/oratorical




