RESOLUTION
THE AMERICAN LEGION
STEVENS-CHUTE POST 4
BEND, OREGON

RESOLUTION NO:
TITLE: National Medal of Honor Highway

WHEREAS, The Medal of Honor award was signed into law by President Abraham Lincoln in
1861 and 1862, and

WHEREAS, 3,511 members of the Armed Forces of the United States have been awarded the
Medal of Honor, our nation’s highest award for valor for acting with conspicuous gallantry and
intrepidity above and beyond the call of duty at the risk of one’s life during wars against enemies
of the United States, and

WHEREAS, During 2017-2018, the nonprofit Bend Heroes Foundation managed creation of the
451-mile border to border Oregon Medal of Honor Highway across Oregon on US Highway 20
honoring all of Oregon’s 29 Medal of Honor recipients of all wars and was the first state in our
nation to do such, and

WHEREAS, During the 5-year period 2018-2022, Bend Heroes Foundation managed creation
of the Medal of Honor Highway Across America through 12-states located along the 3,565-mile
coast to coast U.S. Highway 20, the longest highway in our nation, and

WHEREAS, Numerous American Legion Posts and Departments across our nation have
supported or led designations of the 12-state Medal of Honor Highways which complement one
of the purposes stated in The American Legion’s Preamble: “7o preserve the memories and
incidents of our associations in all wars”, and

WHEREAS, Each of the 12-state Medal of Honor Highways honors the state’s Medal of Honor
recipients and recipients from any state who travel on it, and

WHEREAS, The 12-state Medal of Honor Highways along U.S. Highway 20 collectively honor
about two — thirds of our nation’s 3,511 Medal of Honor recipients with the remaining thirty-
eight states accounting for about one- third of all awardees, and

WHEREAS, The United States Congress designated the coast-to-coast Lincoln and Eisenhower
Highways honoring two former Commanders-in-Chief who either created or presented Medal of
Honor awards during war, and

WHEREAS, Not a single highway across the United States has been designated by the United
States Congress to honor all of our nation’s Medal of Honor recipients since the Medal of Honor
award was created 161 years ago; now therefore, be it




RESOLVED, By Stevens-Chute Post 4, The American Legion, Department of Oregon assembled
in Bend, Oregon, February 1, 2022, respectfully requests The American Legion Department of
Oregon to support this resolution and request The American Legion national organization to
support and encourage the United States Congress to designate the coast to coast U.S. Highway
20 as the “National Medal of Honor Highway” and require appropriate highway signage including
display of the three versions of the Medal of Honor medal on all signs, and be it further

RESOLVED, A National Medal of Honor Highway will raise public awareness of the Medal of
Honor award and the bravery of our nation’s war heroes — an objective of the Congressional Medal
of Honor Society chartered by Congress, and be it finally

RESOLVED, Designating the Newport, Oregon to Boston, Massachusetts coast-to-coast U.S.
Highway 20 as the National Medal of Honor Highway by the United States Congress would honor
all of our nation’s current and future Medal of Honor recipients and promote education of the
traveling public on the “bravest of the brave” American war veterans

¢rry, Commander

Aar S

Vivian Shannon, Adjutant

References: Congressional Medal of Honor Society: https://www.cmohs.org/ Medal of Honor
Highway Across America fact sheet, American Legion Preamble

Drafted by Dick Tobiason, Chairman, Bend Heroes Foundation, Member Post 4
2-1-2022




