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OCTOBER 4, 2025 
Please Join American Legion Post 17, For a 

Traditional Baked Salmon Dinner & BBQ  

Chicken Dinner on Saturday 

 

OCTOBER 4TH, 2025 

Help support the youth and Veterans of our 

Community. 

Keizer Lions Auditorium 

4100 Cherry Ave NE, Keizer, OR 

Serving time: 1:30 pm 

Cost $35.00 per plate.  

Advanced Sales Ony. 

Present Ticket at the Door 

CALL 

(503)580-0951     /     (503) 686-4193 

                        (503) 463-7186    

Roger Holderby     /     Fred Broadwater   

 

SALMON     /     BBQ CHICKEN 

Join us for a lot of fun & good FOOD 
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Membership revitalization campaign was hosted by the Canby Post for the weekend of 

May 30 th - June 1. Michele Steinmetz National Membership Engagement Coordinator 

and NVC Gary Leach 

came down from National to assist us in this fine endeavor. Not to be out done was Barbara Lambrano Dept 
of Washingtons’ Admin Guru also came down to join in the project. 
 
   The entire weekend was very productive in making phone calls, and door knocking. I went door knocking 
with NVC Garry Leach. We had some very interesting conversations with Legionnaires at their homes. Some 
were not at home but over all it was a good experience. We learned of Legionnaires passing away, one in 
memory care and some just were about to renew. 
 
Many thanks to all that participated in the Revitalization 

Lt-rt Richard Ramey, Flynn Phillips, Renee Oler, Carol Bova-Rice, 

Michele Steinmetz, NVC Gary Leach, Barbar Lambrono, Mike Speer, 

Betty Fish-Furguson, Tim Troupe, Wendy Burger Wood, Marc Snook 

Message from the Commander 

S. Flynn Phillips 

Hard at work, but it paid off: 91 Transfers from 114 list & 9 new members. 
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1st Vice Commander 

Walk & Talk 
M&PA Commission Chair 

 

We were honored to represent veterans during the Hillsboro Hops Memorial game. One of the 

greatest assets of being there is the number of veterans looking for service officer help with claims, and how 

to file claims. We also assisted the widows of veterans that keep hitting brick walls when applying for bene-

fits they 

are entitled to from their spouse’s service. It seems that we can do better preparing our veterans and their 

family for the final call. It’s always better to be prepared for the unexpected and to stay in touch with the 

needs of our members. 

   We had our legion baseball represented and Steve Knapke from Tigard Post 158 on board to answer any all 

questions related to legion baseball. Always a great hit with the little leaguers attending the baseball game. It 

is an honor to give an option for the parents of these young players that have the dream of one day becoming 

a professional baseball player. We will be heading back to the game the in July and we can always use your 

help if you would like to volunteer. A lot of work is going in to this year’s convention and we hope for a 

great turn out. As we welcome in all of the new officers this, let’s make the commitment right now that will 

support them as they enter their new roles. We are veterans that can work as team to build a great legion or-

ganization. 

As we close out this year, I want all of you to know it has been a 

great honor and joy to work for you in the trenches. We will keep 

fighting for our members. 

For God and Country 

We are the American Legion 

 

STAY STRONG & TRUE, BE YOUR-SELF 
People are often unreasonable and self-centered. 

Thinking only of themselves. 

FORGIVE THEM ANYWAY. 

If you are kind, people may accuse you of ulterior motives. 

BE KIND ANYWAY.  

If you are honest, people may cheat you. 

BE HONEST ANYWAY.  

If you find happiness, people may be jealous.  

BE HAPPY ANYWAY.  

People may berate you. 

STAY TRUE TO YOUR COURSE. 

People may hate you.  

LOVE THEM ANYWAY.  

The good you do today may be forgotten tomorrow.  

DO GOOD ANYWAY.  

Give your work the best you have, and it may never be enough.  

GIVE YOUR BEST ANYWAY. 

For you see, in the end, it is between you and God.  

Leadership 

Is not about 

Being the best, or 

Knowing the  

Most, or putting 

People down. 

******** 

Leadership is 

About 

Making everyone 

Else better. 
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My HealtheVet Is Moving on June 4, 2025 

What to know about this change 

My HealtheVet on VA.gov is our new health portal for managing your health care online. After June 4, 2025, you’ll 

need to use this new experience instead of the previous My HealtheVet experience. We want you to know what’s 

changing from the previous My HealtheVet experience, how to get started, and how to get support if you need it. 

 What to expect: After June 4, when you sign in to the current My HealtheVet, you'll notice that we've moved 

over to the new experience on VA.gov. You’ll need to go to My HealtheVet on VA.gov to access appointments, 

medical records, medications, and messages. We encourage you to start using the new My HealtheVet experience 

today. 

 Important note: Veterans who receive care from a VA health facility that uses the My VA Health portal will still 

need to go to that portal to manage their health care needs for now. 

 What’s new: You can now manage your VA health care in the same place where you manage your other VA 

benefits and services. And our new mobile-first design and accessibility improvements make it easier to use on any 

device. We’ve also added these features and more: 

Track messages more easily with threaded conversations and faster autosave 
Review, print, and download specific parts of your medical records 
Add VA health appointments to your personal digital calendar 
Review your submitted travel pay reimbursement claims and file simple mileage claims 
Review your after-visit summaries 
Order certain medical supplies and equipment online 

 

 Other important changes to note: You can use our Share My Health Data app to track your vitals and 

share them with your provider. You can no longer use My HealtheVet as a personal health record to enter and 

store your own health information outside of your electronic health record. This change helps us make sure that all 

your important information is in the record your care team has access to. Tell your team about new information you 

would like added to your record. 

To access your previously self-entered information, go to the medical records section of the new My HealtheVet 

experience on VA.gov. Then select the self-entered health information report. This report includes historical data 

entered in these My HealtheVet features: 

Caregivers 
Health History 
Journals 
My Coverage 
Self-Entered Medications and Supplements 
Self-Entered Tests 
Self-Entered Vitals 
Treatment Facilities  

Shared VitalsWe’re replacing the Shared Vitals feature with the web version of Share My Health Data. After June 
4, you’ll be able to launch Share My Health Data from the medical records section of the new My HealtheVet expe-
rience on VA.gov. There you can securely add health details from your device and share them with your VA care 
team.   VA Blue Button report: After June 4, the VA Blue Button report will no longer include My Goals, Wellness 
Reminders, or VA Electrocardiogram (EKG) information. If you want to save historical information for your records, 
download a VA Blue Button report before this date  

How to get started: Sign in to My HealtheVet on VA.gov with your identity-
verified Login.gov or ID.me account. There, you’ll find links to the new versions of your trusted health tools. 

Cont. Pg, 6 
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Cont. from  Pg. 5 

After you use the new versions of these tools, select Feedback from any page within the portal. Then answer 

the 3 questions to tell us what you think. We use your feedback to keep improving our tools for you and all 

Veterans. 

 How to get support 

For My HealtheVet: Call us at 877-327-0022 (TTY: 800-877-8339). We’re here Monday through Fri-

day, 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. ET. Or contact our My HealtheVet help desk staff online. 

For other questions about VA online services: Call us at 800

-698-2411 (TTY: 711). We’re here 24/7. Article Submitted by:  

Charly Schmidt 

Harley-Davidson has partnered with The American Legion 
for the “Ride for Heroes Challenge”.  The goal is to raise 1 
million miles for a chance to receive up to $100,000 with one 
catch.  All riders, whether they are members of an American 
Legion Riders Chapter, The American Legion, or non-
members who own a Harley-Davidson, can register their 
miles to help reach the million-mile goal. I've attached the de-
tails and instructions on how to register your Harley for the 
challenge.  I have also included information about the chal-
lenge as well as a promo video outlining the event.  
  
Please forward this to all your posts, rider leaders and anyone 
who wants to donate their miles to The American Legion.  If 
you have any questions, please don't hesitate to contact me or 
Mike Walker at mwalker@legion.org.  Let's reach those mil-
lion miles, everyone. Ride safely and enjoy the riding sea-
son.  At the bottom is also a link explaining the challenge. 

https://youtu.be/vau7XVS2ITg?si=P57hAVnuQEfBlhKP  

Harley Davidson & American Legion Riders 

Partner up for 

“RIDE FOR HEROES CHALLENGE” 

UPCOMMING 

EVENTS 
 

June 18-21, 2025 

Department of Oregon State  

Convention, Salem Convention Center. 

 

June 22-28, 2025 

Boys/Girls State 

Corvalis, Oregon        OSU Campus 

 

July 4, 2025 

Independence Day 

 

August 22-28, 2025 

The American Legion 

National Convention 

Tampa Bay, Florida 

 

September 19, 2025 

National POW/MIA Recognition Day 

 

National Fall Meeting 

October 6-9, 2025 

Indianapolis, Indiana 

 

 

 

SEND IN YOUR 

UPCOMING 

EVENTS, ARTICLES, 

PHOTOS, ETC., SO 

WE CAN  

POST THEM IN THE  

https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/tel:%2B18773270022/1/01000196ed610277-4a8b5aac-4d62-4f82-8dc9-45bb26cc2778-000000/86HJhMQY5yOgdi8mstcvoYoAzr88onlshF8ho--uRhU=405
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/tel:%2B18008778339/1/01000196ed610277-4a8b5aac-4d62-4f82-8dc9-45bb26cc2778-000000/QvtcTp0lWpPX5AkBSF-vEPg7PM9DtKvgvCAg6aox-xY=405
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.myhealth.va.gov%2Fmhv-portal-web%2Fweb%2Fmyhealthevet%2Fcontact-mhv/1/01000196ed610277-4a8b5aac-4d62-4f82-8dc9-45bb26cc2778-000000/249SxCRbYOCB7p2VucLAiSUHn2PrMQeNK7I6xpC4ezk=405
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/tel:%2B18006982411/1/01000196ed610277-4a8b5aac-4d62-4f82-8dc9-45bb26cc2778-000000/xAPWBrRXFypbjTaC_zmzdvFdKJPEx1UlRBr_Tw7nZgI=405
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/tel:%2B18006982411/1/01000196ed610277-4a8b5aac-4d62-4f82-8dc9-45bb26cc2778-000000/xAPWBrRXFypbjTaC_zmzdvFdKJPEx1UlRBr_Tw7nZgI=405
mailto:mwalker@legion.org
https://youtu.be/vau7XVS2ITg?si=P57hAVnuQEfBlhKP
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Department Internal Affairs 

Richard Ramey 
Internal Affairs 
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Message from the  

Department Chaplain 

Hello Legionnaires 

   June marks the end of the 2024-2025 business year and it has been a 

pleasure to serve as your Department Chaplain. We have weathered the 

year together, laughing, learning, praying, and enjoying the work of the 

American Legion that we all signed up to do.  

I would like to leave you with this parting thought.  

May the Lord bless you and keep you. 

May the Lord make His face shine upon you. 

May the Lord be gracious unto you.  

May the Lord lift up His countenance upon you. 

May the Lord grant you peace.  

 

I invite you all to attend the Memorial Service for those members who 

have passed to Post Everlasting this past year. I will commence approxi-

mately 15 to 20 minutes after the adjournment of the joint opening  cere-

monies Wednesday evening. 

See you all at the Convention.  

Chaplain Betty 

“Guard well your  

thoughts when alone  

and your words when  

accompanied.”  

There is no ‘I’ 
in  

‘We the  
People’ 

How to be a better person & leader! 

Compliment People, 

Magnify their Strengths, 

And NOT THEIR WEAKNESSES’S! 

*********************************** 
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Thank You for 249 years of remarkable service. God Bless the US Army.  

US ARMY’S 250TH BIRTHDAY 

     Since its official establishment, June 14, 1775 — more than a year before the Declaration of Independence 

— the U.S. Army has played a vital role in the growth and development of the American nation. Drawing on 

both long-standing militia traditions and recently introduced professional standards, it won the new republic's 

independence in an arduous eight-year struggle against Great Britain. At times, the Army provided the lone 

symbol of nationhood around which patriots rallied.  

Older than the nation it defends, the U.S. Army has made a difference in the history and founding of America. 

This year we are celebration how American’s Army has challenged, empowered and equipped our Soldiers, 

Happy Birthday to the 

U.S. ARMY 

Army Evolution: 1776 and beyond.  

In June 1776m /congress enacted the Board of War and Ordinance, described by many as “the lineal ancestor 

of the War Department,” according to a U.S. Army timeline.  

The U.S. Army’s first official training period as a military service is reported as being held between winter of 

1777 and 1778. Held at Balley Forge, the training was conducted by Prussion military officer Baron von 

Steuben.  

On June 21, 1778, the United States Constitution was signed into law. For the Army this was a very crucial 

moment; the Constitution as signed in 1788 authorized the  a resident of the United States to act as Command-

er In-Chief for the Army and Navy. The Department of War was established in 1789 and Congress authorized 

the creation of West Point Military Academy and the Army Corps of Engineers in 1802. 

Always & Forever 

“GOOD TO GO” 
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1. What is the acronym for the intergovernmental military 

alliance based on the North Atlantic Treaty, signed in 

1949? 

2. What does the military acronym HALO stand for?  

3. What is the slang military term for the distance of one kil-

ometer? 

ANSWERS ON PG. 17 

 
“For God and Country” 

Pro Aris et Focis—it’s the motto of many military regiments and an oft-adopted motto for military families. 
It’s a Latin phrase meaning “For God and Country.” The English translation is the motto for the American Le-
gion. 

Throughout over 238 years of our nation’s history, we’ve easily acknowledged God and our dependence upon 
Him. It’s in our pledge, in our national anthem, and on virtually every national monument in our capital. It’s 
also in our enlistment oath for the armed services. Or at least, it used to be. 

A recent news article reported that, under threat of a lawsuit from the American Humanist Association repre-
senting an atheist member of the air force, the final four words of the enlistment oath—“So help me God”—
are now optional. 

I am 100 percent for religious freedom. Every human being has a God-given freedom to choose to receive or 
reject the knowledge of God and the truth concerning Christ. 

But I am also 100 percent for national acknowledgement of and dependence upon God. Our nation was never 
“Christian” in the sense that every leader was a born again follower of Jesus Christ. But we never shied away 
from acknowledging our national need for God either. 

I’m sure the United States military will want to continue recruiting Christian young people to their ranks. I’m 
less sure our young people will want to serve in such God-rejecting institutions. (Earlier this year, anoth-
er article reported the Air Force Academy scrubbing a Scripture verse from a cadet’s hallway whiteboard.) 

An honest historian cannot look back over 238 years of American history and separate “God and country.” But 
humanist and atheist activists are doing all they can to rewrite tomorrow’s history so the same could not be 
said in another 238 years. Actually, in another 20 years. 

And yet, we are “one nation under God”—not because our pledge of allegiance says so, but because whether 
or not we acknowledge God, we remain accountable to Him. We cannot help but be “under God.” Even if we 
don’t want to say the words. 

Don’t forget 

To  

Send 

In your 

Articles for 

The 

Legionnaire 

Magazine.  

 
ANSWERS ON PAGE 19: 

http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2014/sep/17/air-force-removes-so-help-me-god-requirement-from-/#%20
http://www.foxnews.com/opinion/2014/03/11/air-force-academy-removes-bible-verse-from-cadet-whiteboard/%20
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Training & Development 

As your newly ap-

pointed Training & Development 

Chairman I am attempting to put 

together a quality training class 

every month, both online and in 

person, if Legionnaires want to set 

in on an active class. The Depart-

ment of Oregon has been cutting 

back on training at our D.E.C’s. 

because they have too much busi-

ness to take care of on Saturday 

and Sundays both. With that lack 

of training, it is showing up in our 

Post’s & District levels.  

   One example, I talked to a Dis-

trict Commander and ask them 

about the 4 Pillars and Boys State, 

they did not know what these pro-

grams were, and that is only be-

cause adequate training has not 

been provided for them, and when 

we do have training very few even 

show up.  

   So, I would like to ask for all 

Post Commanders to help me turn 

this around and let’s make The 

Department of Oregon one of the 

best. So, when the information on 

a training class gets sent out, the 

Commanders need to ensure that 

someone from their Post is present 

at the training class. Example: 

Membership training, 1st Vice 

Commander & Adjutant should be 

attending, they are the main (2) 

two that work with your member-

ship. Your 2nd Vice Commander 

should be working with The 4 Pil-

lars programs. 

 

How to be a better person & leader! 

 

Compliment people, 

Magnify their Strengths, 

And NOT THEIR WEAKNESSES’S 

   Commanders let’s work togeth-

er to get our Department back on 

track with some good quality 

training. If you need some specif-

ic training let me know, and we 

will attempt to put something to-

gether for you. 

   This last weekend, May 30, 31 

& June 1st, we had a training 

class at Canby Post and Friday 

there were only 8 people there, 

and we had a National Trainer 

there in person. Where was eve-

ryone? Emails were sent out to all 

Post Commanders, I personally 

called every Post Commander in 

District 2, Some were busy, some 

said they didn’t get the email, 

others, no one to go. This is unac-

ceptable, we must get our officers 

trained if we are going to get the 

Department of Oregon back on 

track, it is not just a title is is a 

job if done right. But a fun one.  

   Our first training will be right 

after convention, in September, 

dates will be put out at a later 

date. Some of the topics that will 

be covered:  

 

1. Post Activities, Adjutant 

2. Boys State 

3. Constitution & By-Laws 

4. Legal Documents 

5. Chaplains Training 

6. Proper Book of Report 

 

   So, let’s get on a positive track 

and get some schoolin’ & 

learnin’………  

Training will be great and we will 

have fun as well.  

 

See you there….!!!!! 

 

S. D. Shollenburg 

Training & Development Chair.  
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Memorial Day in Newberg, Post 57 
   With coffee and donuts in hand, members of Newberg’s Lester C. Reese Post 57, & Greater Yamhill Coun-

ty VFW Post 4015, and local scout troops gathered in a downtown Newberg parking lot a 7 a.m. to begin the 

journey to 5 cemeteries for pay honors and respect to Veterans of all Wars.  

    Once on the bus, provided by Chehalem Park and Rec., our group took off at 7:30 for our first honoree. 

There were leaders from three group; the American Legion, the Legion auxiliary and the VFW. Each had a 

“Sgt-at-Arms” supplied by local Scout Troops 7265 (boy troop) and 9265 (girl troop), representing younger 

knees for placing flowers on the head stones. Other members of the scout troops, both kids and leaders, and 

the VFW, made up the flag line, with the U.S. Flag, and all the service flags to include the POS/MIA flag on 

display. After the initial verbal honors were read, the Honor Guard Rifle Team rendered a three-volley salute 

to the dead, followed by TAPS.  

   At each site, there were lots of friends and family’s in attendance, more than in previous years. Following 

the round trip back to the parking lot, the group assembled at Newberg’s Memorial Park for a public ceremo-

ny. A big “Thank You to everyone who participated, especially the Newberg Police Department for doing the 

flag raising and lowing of our National Flag.  

   It is a great honor and privilege to be able to conduct these solemn ceremonies every year for our Fallen 

Heros, we know it means a lot to those who viewed the ceremonies.  

Paying 

Respect 

to our 

Fallen  

Heros 
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Tigard Post 158 

Memorial Day Ceremony 

Honoring our Post Everlasting Heros. 
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April was an exciting month for Dr. 

Fisher because she met and took pic-

tures with the The Honorable Douglas 

Collins, Secretary of Veteran Affairs 

and other distinguished Women Veter-

ans.  Excellent Presentations were done 

by leading Women in the Women Vet-

erans Community:  Ms. Jacquelyn 

Hayes-Byrd, Executive Director, Center 

for Women Veterans, Ms. Ana Claudio, 

Global Outreach Manager, Center for 

Women Veterans, with Updates on the 

Deborah Sampson Act, and quality in-

formation on Suicide Prevention, VA 

Homeless Veterans Program, Presentation on the Eligibility for Burial in a VA Cemetery, and so much more.  Also 

during April Dr. Fisher went on an African American Heritage Tour with intense outreach to the community, church-

es, seniors, and children.  WVUCI did 174 Easter Baskets to Veteran Organizations, Indian Head Town, and several 

churches.  We must have a clear focus on our children.  Moving Forward into May is Mother’s Day and Memorial 

Day.  We must remember our Women Veteran Mothers including active duty, National Guard, Reserves which is why 

our baby shower is so important.  We are donating to the DC VA.  We must remember our Women who served and 

have died.  We must remember and pay our respect and care.  May is so important to ALL OF US because Women 

Veterans United Committee, Inc. goes to the Vietnam Wall to place wreaths at the Women’s Memorial and the Wall to 

remember.  We must always remember.  And, we must remember those who were prisoners of war and those who nev-

er came home.  We must always remember our fallen.   
Send us the name of anyone you would like us to remember at the Vietnam Wall or Women’s Vietnam Memorial.  We 

will pay honor and respect.  Please send the name with information such as name, when they served, rank, and any-

thing you want us to say.  Rev. Dr. Tiffany Daniel and Rev. Floyd, Soldiers Home will lead the service.  We will be 

proud and pleased to remember anyone you want remembered.  Send to Dr. JoAnn Fisher, jyf20745@yahoo.com. 

Women Veteran 
United Comittee Inc.  

mailto:jyf20745@yahoo.com
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Vale Post 96, located in District 10, 
hosted Department Commander 
Flynn Phillips and Department 2nd 
Vice-Commander Fred Broadwater 
on Monday, April 21, 2025. Flynn 
and Fred dedicated themselves to a 6
-hour one-way drive because our lo-
cal high school principal provided 
our post an opportunity to present 
Boys State and Girls State infor-
mation to interested juniors. The 
wealth of knowledge that Fred 
brought to the table was immense 
and Vale has two juniors who have 
committed to participating this June. 
Thank you to Flynn and Fred for in-
vesting into Vale Post 96!  

Pictured above, left to right: Gino Silva - Post 96 1st Vice Com-
mander, Flynn Phillips - Dept of Oregon Commander, Fred 
Broadwater - Dept of Oregon 2nd Vice Commander, Betty Dai-
ley - Post 96 Chaplain. Photo taken by Niki McElravy.   

Post 96, Vale, Oregon 
Submitted by: Niki McElravy, Adjutant 

 

The right to freedom is a fundamen-

tal right that gives citizens basic free-

dom with respect to speech and ex-

pression, form associations, freedom 

of personal liberty, freedom to live a 

life of dignity, etc. The United States 

Constitution's First Amendment guar-

antees freedom of religion, freedom 

of speech, freedom of the press, the 

right to assemble, and the right to pe-

tition the government for a redress of 

grievances. 

The Peoples Voice is what made 

this  

country. 

https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=c193e2f152330214JmltdHM9MTY5MjE0NDAwMCZpZ3VpZD0yYzVhZTYyOC1mZmRhLTZiODktMTMwMS1mNDkyZmU3MjZhZjgmaW5zaWQ9NTYzOA&ptn=3&hsh=3&fclid=2c5ae628-ffda-6b89-1301-f492fe726af8&psq=what+does+freedom+mean+articles&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly9ieWp1cy5jb2
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=c193e2f152330214JmltdHM9MTY5MjE0NDAwMCZpZ3VpZD0yYzVhZTYyOC1mZmRhLTZiODktMTMwMS1mNDkyZmU3MjZhZjgmaW5zaWQ9NTYzOA&ptn=3&hsh=3&fclid=2c5ae628-ffda-6b89-1301-f492fe726af8&psq=what+does+freedom+mean+articles&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly9ieWp1cy5jb2
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=c193e2f152330214JmltdHM9MTY5MjE0NDAwMCZpZ3VpZD0yYzVhZTYyOC1mZmRhLTZiODktMTMwMS1mNDkyZmU3MjZhZjgmaW5zaWQ9NTYzOA&ptn=3&hsh=3&fclid=2c5ae628-ffda-6b89-1301-f492fe726af8&psq=what+does+freedom+mean+articles&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly9ieWp1cy5jb2
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=c193e2f152330214JmltdHM9MTY5MjE0NDAwMCZpZ3VpZD0yYzVhZTYyOC1mZmRhLTZiODktMTMwMS1mNDkyZmU3MjZhZjgmaW5zaWQ9NTYzOA&ptn=3&hsh=3&fclid=2c5ae628-ffda-6b89-1301-f492fe726af8&psq=what+does+freedom+mean+articles&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly9ieWp1cy5jb2
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I attended Estacada’s College and Career Fair which is attended by all the high schools in the surrounding area 

and county. There were two large gyms filled with Military recruiters, Vocational schools, and colleges from 

all over the states that attended. It was a huge turnout. Post 74 has always been a sponsor of the schools. 

Post Commander Jim Moriarty speaks to a 

student. PPC Terry Brown scans the room 

as students walk in. 

Dept Commander and Post 74 Adjutant, 

Flynn Phillips explains the Jim Willis Law 

Enforcement Career Camp to. prospective 

students. 

Post 74, Estacada, Oregon 

Post visit by Department Commander 
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After returning from our Spring DEC in LaPine I received a 
telephone call from a Legionnaire friend who is a Post Commander. He 
told me that his finance officer is in the hospital and did not file their e-
Postcard 990n form, that he does not know how. I told him not to worry, 
and I would file them the next day as they did not have a building, no 
gaming and were a low-income Post. In previous conversations I asked, 
as I do many Posts “did you file your IRS taxes”, which the answer was 
always, yes, we do. The next day I filed their Posts taxes along with oth-
ers that I do. Usually, I get a response from the IRS on 990n forms with-
in seven minutes that they have been accepted. I did not get a reply from 
IRS, 
just “in process”. I checked several times that day, as the Post had an 
EIN number which I loaded, all their information came up and IRS ex-
cepted the submittal. The following day when I checked the 990n sub-
mittal it was rejected. The reason for the rejection F990-902-01 
Database Validation Error: “EIN” of the Filer in the Return Header 
must be established as an exempt organization filer in the e-file data-
base. This was all in “red” along with the organization is still required to 
file their taxes on a 990 Tax Form, but not as a exempt organization. If 
they have applied for an exempt status and have not received a favora-
ble determination, they must continue to file their taxes on a 990 form 
until they receive a favorable determination. I checked my IRS look-up 
file and their EIN number has been removed from the approved list. 
Normally I would not be able to load their EIN number after it had been 
revoked. I called IRS and it had been revoked for the past four years, 
they are not exempt. I called the Post Commander back and advised him 
that his EIN had been revoked four years ago and IRS has directed that 
his Post must file an IRS form 990 and is treated as a non-
exemptorganization and it must be sent to IRS in Ogden Utah for pro-
cessing. 
Once again, District Commanders, Legionnaires, ask your Posts if they 
filed their 990 Tax Form and ask to see a copy. If the Post filed a e-
Postcard, 990n electronic form, they have a copy that is marked under 
Filing Status as Accepted. 
 
Bob Huff 
Concerned Legionnaire 

 
What about filing Post Taxes? 

HOW YOU  

CAN BE THE ONE 

 

What: The American Legion’s Be 

the One initiative encourages 

American Legion Family mem-

bers, veterans, servicemembers and 

others to take action when they be-

lieve a veteran is at risk of suicide.  

Why: To reduce the alarming 

number of veteran suicides. 

How: Our goal is to destigmatize 

asking for mental health support, 

provide peer-to-peer support and 

resources, and educate everyone on 

how they can Be The One.  

Veterans: Talk with fellow veter-

ans about how you are feeling.  

Ask for help when you think you 

need it.  

Know there are millions of people 

ready to help you.  

Remember your family and friends 

care. 

Non-veterans: Ask veterans in 

your life how they are doing. 

Listen when a veteran needs to 

talk. 

Reach out when a veteran is strug-

gling.  

American Legion Posts: Educate 

members, other veterans and civil-

ians on the campaign.  

Display resources at your post or in 

your community. 

Share events of success stories at 

legiontown.org. 

 

FOR URGENT HELP 

Call 988 and press 1  

You may also text 

838255 

Or visit 

Veteranscrisisline.net 

DEADLINE 

For the  

July Issue of the Legionnaire 

Is 

June 25th 
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I had the opportunity to attend the 
recent National Spring Meetings at 
the National Headquarters in Indi-
anapolis, Indiana on May 5th, 
2025. I represented Oregon on the 
Children and Youth Committee. I 
would like to share a synopsis of 
the minutes that were presented to 
the Americanism Commission 
from the Children and Youth Com-
mittee. 
   The Committee on Children and 
Youth met at the Sheraton Indian-
apolis City Centre Hotel, Panora-
ma A Room, on the 21st floor at 
10:15, following the opening of 
the Americanism Commission. An 
invocation was given and the 
Pledge of Allegiance recited. 
   A roll call was taken with 11 
members present and a quorum 
declared. The C&Y Committee 
Chairman Herbery Petit, Jr. 
brought greetings.  
   First topic discussed was the 
American Legion Child Welfare 
Foundation: 
Founded in 1954 to support worth-
while youth programming. Since 
1955 to date, $21 million has been 
awarded to organizations that sup-
port Children. Also reported that 
the name had been changed to the 
American Legion Child Well-
being Foundation since the Fall 
meetings.  
   Next topic was a review of the 
American Legion Veterans and 
Children Foundation.  In 1925, 
WW1 Veterans, Widows , and 
Children continued to struggle to 
adjust post war. In 1925 $5 million 
was raised to establish this fund. 
In 2024, $10,210,094. The majori-
ty come from the Legion Rider 
Legacy Run. 
   Next discussed was the Tempo-
rary Financial Assistance Program.  

A review of the program was pre-
sented and the criteria. A resolu-
tion was put forth to raise the 
award amount from $1500.00 to 
$2500.00 which I heartily sup-
port. There are other resolutions 
that effect the Health and Safety 
of our Nation's children.  These 
will be discussed in more depth 
at the Fall meetings in October.  
   There is a newly revised second 
edition of the bookazine called 
the Whole Child. It highlights the 
impact the American Legion has 
had on the Children and Youth 
Pillar in year 2024. It can be or-
dered from Emblem Sales. We 
received a copy, and it is a beauti-
ful publication. The 19th annual 
Children and Youth Conference 
will be held during the Fall Meet-
ings on September 26-28, 2025, 
held in Indianapolis. I hope to 
attend. 
   If you have any questions, 
please let me know. A closing 
prayer was given, and the meet-
ing was adjourned at 10:40. 
   I felt very fortunate to attend. 
This is the end of the year 2024-
2025. I do not know if I will be 
Chairman of Children and Youth, 
but I have enjoyed bringing back 
these updates. 
 
Betty Fish-Ferguson  
Chairman C&Y 

Children & Youth 

 

Leadership 

Is not about  

being 

The best or 

knowing  

the Most. 

 

Leadership is 

about 

Making everyone  

Else better. 

TRIVIA  

ANSWERS 

 

1.  NATO 

2.  HIGH ALTI

 TUDE- LOW 

 OPENING 

3.    KLICK 
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