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Please Join American Legion Post 17, For a 

Traditional Baked Salmon Dinner & BBQ  

Chicken Dinner on Saturday 

 

OCTOBER 4TH, 2025 

Help support the youth and Veterans of our 

Community. 

Keizer Lions Auditorium 

4100 Cherry Ave NE, Keizer, OR 

Serving time: 1:30 pm 

Cost $35.00 per plate.  

Advanced Sales Ony. 

Present Ticket at the Door 

CALL 

(503)580-0951     /     (503) 686-4193 

                        (503) 463-7186    

Roger Holderby     /     Fred Broadwater   

 

SALMON     /     BBQ CHICKEN 

Join us for a lot of fun & good FOOD 
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In light of the devastating floods across Texas, the American Legion Department 
of Texas is requesting urgent supplies to support those affected. I spoke with their 
leadership this morning - needs are immediate and significant. They are still work-
ing to establish contact with all members.  If youôre able, please consider sending 
aid to The American Legion, Dept of Texas PO Box 140527 Austin, TX 78714. 
Every bit helps. 
 
- Cleaning supplies 
- Loweôs gift cards 
- Home Depot gift cards 
- Walmart gift cards 
- Checks should be made out to ñAmerican Legion Department of Texasò 
 
Having witnessed the flooding in Western North Carolina, We are encouraging in-
dividuals seeking to assist to send gift cards or checks. Needs change on a near 
hourly basis and this will allow the Department to purchase what survivors re-
quire, as the situation on the ground unfolds. 
 
Our hearts are with the families of this tragedy..  
 
Thank you, to the first responders on the scene. You are in our prayers. 
 
 
S. Flynn Phillips/ Adjutant 
The American Legion 
Department of Oregon 
PO Box 1730/ 3040 SW Parkway Ave., Wilsonville, OR 97070 
PH: 503.685.5006 F: 503.685.5008 
 
 
 

TEXAS NEEDS 
HELP 

!!!  URGENT   !!!  
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Your NEW Department Officers 

 

  

COMMANDER 

1ST Vice 

COMMANDER 

2ND Vice 

COMMANDER ADJUTANT 

 

 

 

  

FINANCE JUDGE CHAPLAIN IMMEDIATE 

 

N.E.C. ALT. N.E.C. 

Don Weber Betty Fish-Ferguson 

Renee Ohler Fred Broadwater Mike Speer S. Flynn Phillips 

Don Bond Maria Tye Betty Fish-Ferguson S. Flynn Phillips 
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Leadership Is not about Being the Best,  Or Knowing the Most,  

or Putting People Down. 

******** 

Leadership is About Making Everyone Else Better. 

 

NEW District Officers 

 

  

 

    

CONGRATULATIONS to all the 

newly elected Officers.  

DISTRICT 1 

 

DISTRIT 2 DISTRICT 3 DISTRICT 4 DISTRICT 5 

DISTRICT 6 DISTRICT 7 DISTRICT 8 DISTRICT 9 DISTRICT 10 

COMMANDER 
Adam Gettman 

COMMANDER 
Marc Snook 

COMMANDER 
Norm Simms 

COMMANDER 
Tim Sikrita 

COMMANDER 
Allan Alderman 

COMMANDER 
Randy Tye 

COMMANDER 
Vacant 

COMMANDER 
Chris Christopherson 

COMMANDER 
Eric Stalling 

COMMANDER 
Robert Hornbeck 
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Message from the Commander 

 

Our Leadership team has hit the ground running since Convention and Boyôs State in June. We are holding our 
workshops on Wednesday afternoons at Department Headquarters. Our focus is to ensure information is put in 
the hands of the end user. Priorities this month are a complete and updated Confidential Officers roster, Com-
mission and Committee roster, computer access updates, minutes and banking updates. 
 
 Wonderful feedback coming in from visitors to our Department Headquarters. No longer feels like they are 
going to a cold, un-welcoming place of business.  The lawn even got mowed and the homeless sidewalk sleep-
ers have moved on. So much work has been accomplished in just a couple weeks since our employees started 
on July 1st. Lynn was able to get Jim Willis Law Enforcement Career camp insurance processed for our up-
coming camp, phones are being answered and our members are not being turned away. A shift of responsibili-
ties for our leadership and employees away from the A&A Commission allows us to progress our mission and 
not digress to stagnation. 
 
 District Commanders letôs make sure we get your meetings on the Department Calendar. We are wanting the 
Department calendar to be a useful part of our website when looking for information. Our information technol-
ogy team will be busy for sure and I want to thank the volunteers who are stepping up to serve on that commit-
tee.  Communication and transparency are our main focus to get us all up to date going forward. Our door is 
open and you are welcome.  

   We are having a well needed American Legion College, for our Department, Training & Development has 
put together an outstanding 2 day College for ALL OUR MEMBERS. It will be the 6th & 7th of September. 
Hope to see a bunch of us at the training.  

  Thanks to everyone that helped with the Convention, it was a success and we had a lot of fun. Jay Bowmen, 
the 2nd Leading Candidate for National Commander attended the convention and it was great to get to know 
him.  

I thank you all for you confidence in me, and I am looking forward to a GREAT YEAR.  

Commander 
Renee Ohler 
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UPCOMMING   EVENTS 
 

July 10-12  Legion Riders ROMP   Albany, Post 51 
 
July 18-19  Yamhill Derby Days   Yamhill, Or 
 
July 24-27  Newberg Old Fashioned Days Newberg, Or 
 
July 27-Aug 1 Law Enforcement Career Camp Camp Rilea, Warrington 
 
Aug 9  District2 Picnic Planning   CPRD, Newberg, Or 
 
Aug 16  ALR Poker Run, Post 21  McMinnville, Or. Post 21 
 
Aug 23  District 2 Picnic    Red Barn Farm 
 
Sept 6  Oregon Legion College  Lebanon, Post 51 
 
Sept 18-21  Wall of Healing    Independence, Post33 
 
Oct 25  Fall DEC     Tigard, Or, Post 158 
 
Nov 8  District 2 meeting   Aurora, Post 110 

Nov 27  Thanksgiving 

Dec 25  Christmas 

Dec 31-Jan 1 HAPPY NEW YEAR 

 

COMMANDERS PROJECT 

Fred Broadwater provided a great Salmon 

BBQ at Post 50, Williams Valley.  

They raised $1,500. from the BBQ to help 

with the landscape project  that you see to 

the left.  

GREAT JOB GUYS 

Need your event placed on the Legion-

naire calendar,  

Submit it to orlegionnaire@gmail.com 

before the 25th of each month. 
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The Legionnaire  

Insurance Trust 
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Message from the  

Department Chaplain 

   The 2025 Department or Oregon 
Convention is in the history books. 
It was a very busy time and we 
have a new Leadership team that is 
ready to go.  
In Isaiah 43: 18-19 it states; 
Remember not the former things 
nor consider the things of old. Be-
hold I will do a new thing. Now it 
will spring forth. Do you not know 
it? I will make a pathway in the 
wilderness. I will create a river in 
the dry wasteland.  
   It was my pleasure to co-chair 
the Memorial Service this year in 
conjunction with the Auxiliary 
Dept. chaplain Lori Vallery and 
the SAL Dept. Chaplain Chuck 
Zeitler. We had a guest musician 
who played a wonderful selection 
on his Native American flute. It 
was well received.  
   It was also my great pleasure to 
select and announce the Chaplain 
of the Year Award, presented to 
Jerry R. Craig from Post 180, Mil-
waukie. His packet was very im-
pressive and show cased his devo-
tion to his Chaplain duties. The 
only problem is that there should 
have been 50 more like him. The 
other award that I am pleased to 
announce is the Post Back to God 
Award, for programs that exempli-
fy God and Country. I was also 
presented to Milwaukie Post 180. 
   It has been my pleasure to serve 
as your Department Chaplain this  

Year. Thank you to our new De-
partment Commander Renee for 
entrusting me with another year. 
 
Chaplain 
For God and Country 
Betty Fish-Ferguson 
Department of Oregon 

òWisdomó 
 

Wisdom, is like  

fine wine,  

It takes time to 

age.  

Wisdom canõt be 

acquired simply 

through reading 

books, knowledge 

is one thing,  

And wisdom is 

quite  

another.  
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Greetings fellow Legionnaires, 
 
Yesterday, June 14th, was a busy 
day for our Post and our coun-
try.  First and foremost I want to 
wish our Army and those who 
served in that branch a Happy 
250th Birthday! 
 
On the local circuit, five of us 
journeyed over to the Wildhorse 
Casino to attend and participate in 
the Eastern Oregon Regional Vet-
erans Stand Down and Resource 
Event.  Charlene Wiggins, the Post 
37 Auxiliary President, manned a 
table and sold Beef Raffle tickets 
as well as extolling the services 
provided by that unit. 
 
At the other end of the table Mark 
Wiggins, Post 37ôs 1st Vice Com-
mander, and Sgt. At Arms, Larry 
Logosz, encouraged visiting veter-
ans to take a chance on winning a 
6 X 10 American flag as well as 
purchasing a chance to win half a 
beef cut and wrapped for $10/
ticket. 
 
Dave Kirkpatrick, 2nd Vice Com-
mander, conversed with numerous 
veterans and encouraged veterans 
to join the American Legion in 
their hometowns.  There were 
plenty of brochures and member-
ship applications for the taking. 
 
Chef Jeff, a former Army cook and 
now the head chef at Wildhorse, 
informed me that he had planned 
on 250 guests for the noon meal.   
 

The American Legion 
Post 37 

Hermiston, Or 

Aaron Wetterling 
Commander 
Post 37 

 
A big thank you to these faithful 
members. 
 
On the Homefront, Bob Daniel 
rounded up five of our Honor 
Guard members to attend the pri-
vate funeral for Army Veteran 
Richard Sinner.  A big thank you 
to Bob, Dean Hackett, Reagan 
Couch, Rose Johnsongale, and 
Bill Hill. 
 
Take care and stay cool and hy-
drated. 

The annual Department of Oregon 
Convention convened in Salem, 
18th-21st. Of June, Mark Wiggins 
an myself, along with our wives, 
will be attending this 4 day 
event.  Weôll report at our July 
meeting.. 
 
Take care and stay cool and hydrat-
ed.  
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Donôt forget 

To  

Send 

In your 

Articles for 

The 

Legionnaire 

Magazine.  

 
ANSWERS ON PAGE 19: 

2nd Vice Commander 

Mike Speer 

ñHere I sit all shiny and new; trying to get use to facing you. 
With Flynn to my left and Fred to my right;  
hereôs hoping to earn my new hat of white.ò 

 
ñAmericanism Chairò, thatôs what Commander Ohler told me as she was shuffling the committee and 
commission cards between the three of us.  
  Already having a year as the chair under my belt, complete with a number of surprises, I plan to do a bet-
ter job this year. 
   The first thing I plan to do is document those ñsurprisesò in the Cond of Procedures, so they wonôt be 
surprises for the next chair. I also will be attending some of the committee meetings this year so I can an-
swer question if asked.  
   As District 2 Commander for the last 2 years, I had 15 Post Commanders and 15 Adjutant to try to re-
member. Now I have 10 District Commanders and 111 Posts to remember. Guess I will need to double up 
on my Nariva memory aid.  
 
2nd Vice Commander 
Michael Speer 

мΦ ¢ƘŜ LƴǘǊŜǇƛŘ {ŜŀΣ !ƛǊ ϧ {ǇŀŎŜ aǳǎŜǳƳΣ ŀ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ ƳŀǊƛǝƳŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ 
ƳǳǎŜǳƳ ǿƛǘƘ ƳǳǎŜǳƳ ǎƘƛǇǎΣ ƛǎ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ IǳŘǎƻƴ wƛǾŜǊ ƛƴ ǿƘŀǘ ŘŜǾƛƭπ
ƛǎƘƭȅ ǘŀǎǘȅ ǎƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ōƻǊƻǳƎƘ ƛƴ aŀƴƘŀǧŀƴΣ b¸/Κ 

нΦ ¢ƘŜ {ǇŀƴƛǎƘ ŦƻǊ ϦƭƛǧƭŜ ǿŀǊϦ ƎŀǾŜ ǳǎ ǿƘŀǘ D-ǿƻǊŘ ǘŜǊƳ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǘȅǇŜ ƻŦ ǿŀǊŦŀǊŜ 
ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎƳŀƭƭ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ƻŦ ŬƎƘǘŜǊǎ ǘŀƪŜ ƻƴ ƭŀǊƎŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƭŜǎǎ ƳƻōƛƭŜ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅΚ  

оΦ ¢ƘŜ .ŀǧƭŜ ƻŦ {ǘƻƴŜȅ /ǊŜŜƪ ƛƴ мумо ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ .ǊƛǝǎƘ ŀƴŘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ 
ǿŀǎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ŀ ǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǊΚ όIƛƴǘΥ ¢ŜƭƭƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ 
ƛǘ ǘƻƻƪ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƎƛǾŜ ŀǿŀȅ ǘƘŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ŀ ƭƛǧƭŜΧ  
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Training & Development 

Steven D. Shollenburg, Chairman 

  Integrity in a leader refers to the 

quality of being honest, ethical, and 

having strong moral principles. It 

involves consistently acting in ac-

cordance with one's values, being 

trustworthy, and taking responsibil-

ity for one's actions. Leaders with 

integrity inspire trust, build strong 

relationships, and create a positive 

and ethical work environment. 

   Integrity is paramount in leader-

ship. With the many senior leader-

ship executives who have been in 

the media for scandal and illegal 

activity, a consistent theme in their 

downfall has been their lack of in-

tegrity and their inability to lead 

according to a moral set of values. 

The definition of integrity has been 

hotly contested for years in theory 

and practice. As researchers and 

practitioners work to bridge the gap 

between Merriam-Webster and 

what occurs in practice, the defini 

   I hope everyone had a wonderful 4th of July, Celebrating our grand and glorious FREEDOM. 

With the upcoming Department Legion College coming up September 6ð7 I thought we need-

ed a little article on Integrity and leadership. We need to get back to the old fashioned leadership where all are 

respected and have the best intentions for The American Legion. Legion First you might say.  

   Here is an overview of the classes we will be offering at the Legion College in September.  

Veterans Affairs & Rehab 

Post Adjutants Training 

Boys State, Law Enforcement, Oratorical 

Post Officers Training, Leadership & Management 

Constitution & B-Laws, Code of Procedures 

Legal Documents 

Communications 

 

Itôs important that you send your Commander & Adjutant to this training, and anyone else that wants to at-

tend. We need to get our leadership back on track and trained according to The American Legion.  We will 

see you there!!!! 

tion of integrity has begun to take 

shape. The current conceptualiza-

tion of integrity, at its core, is the 

combination of both consistency 

in words and actions as well as 

the adherence to morality and 

oneôs values in these actions. A 

leaderôs actions are indeed central 

to integrity, but followers and 

stakeholders are those who assess 

this integrity on a daily basis.       

Although each individual judges 

a leaderôs integrity differently, 

there is consensus regarding 

some of the criteria through 

which they screen their superiors. 

Constitution, By-Laws, Code of 

Procedures,  Codes of Conduct 

and Ethical Standards, as well as 

informal norms and values ex-

pected by stakeholders, are three 

major ways in which followers 

assess the integrity of their lead-

er. As a leader, one can signifi-

cantly impact the assessment of  

their integrity in various ways. By 

knowing your values and what is 

expected of you, by showing your 

values, and by leading through 

your values, as a leader you can 

espouse and enact integrity that 

will lead to greater organizational 

effectiveness and build lasting 

trust.  Nobody is perfect and this 

lasting trust will inevitably be 

shaken a time or two over your 

tenure as a leader. Acting without 

integrity can severely damage 

trust, but there are ways in which 

in can be prepared. By keeping 

your word, telling the truth being 

transparent in your actions and 

giving without strings attached, 

you can always rebuild trust and 

regain your integrity as a leader.  
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A new American Legion year for 

the Department of Oregon. Itôs 

important to look back 

and learn, have new ideas and try 

to plan for the new year. We all 

need to Fly Higher 

with our committees, finances, 

personnel and our new officers. 

We need to put politics 

aside and support our Department 

of Oregon. Last year there were 

too many disputes 

and disagreeable instances. I hope 

that we ALL strive to maintain 

and enhance the 

mission of the American Legion. 

Public Relations is very important 

for our success. 

I hope that all posts and districts 

utilize the Media List. I will send 

it again to the districts 

and please District Commanders 

provide this list to your posts. 

Since we need to recruit members, 

contacting your local media is es-

sential in recruiting. 

When the public sees all that we 

do for our veterans and communi-

ties we have a better 

opportunity to achieve member-

ship. Wear your legion hat or T-

shirts to the grocery store 

or community events, you become 

more visible and encourage veter-

ans to join us. 

Make yourself visible and strike 

conversations. Set up a coffee 

morning to meet 

veterans. Join the Elks, Rotary 

Club. Become a member of the 

city committees, county 

committees to give voice to our 

veterans and patriotic holidays. 

These are just a few 

suggestions. I would like to have 

meetings every 2 months with 

each district so that we 

can help each other. 

I want to set up a training video 

to put on you tube. Its very im-

portant to establish 

training to emphasize how to uti-

lize the Public Relations/Affairs 

Committee to 

encourage outreach. 

You are an important American 

Legion member, and you can re-

cruit with just a few 

techniques. Its fun. You do this 

for our mission and cause. JUST 

DO IT! 

 

Maria Del Socorro Tye - Public 

Relations Chairwoman 

Corey0071@gmail.com 

Public Relation 

Kruse Post 72  

Wallowa, Oregon 

 

We will have an N. E. Oregon 

Veteranôs Outreach Seminar. This 

event will take place on July 12 

th ,2025 at the Elks Lodge 1829 , 

211 W. North St, Enterprise Ore-

gon 97828. 

The Outreach Seminar will present 

representatives from the Depart-

ment of Veterans Affairs, Oregon 

Veterans Affairs, and Service 

County officers from 5 counties. 

Veterans from District 6 covering 

9 posts in N. E. Oregon. Blue 

Mountain Action Counsels, local 

veteran organizations. 

We will present to the public the 

Viet Nam Memorial replica. This 

will be the first time that it has 

come to our area!  

 

Please call Maria Tye, Cmdr. 

Kruse Post, 281- 786-5497 or 

Randy Tye District 6 Cmdr. 763-

742-2401. 
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The American Legion High School Scholarship Contest was held on 

March 22, 2025, at post 136 located on 4774 Lilac Road in Salem, Ore-

gon. The contest started at 10 a.m. and of course it was exciting be-

cause listening to our youth speak on our Constitution is important to 

the American Legion. 

The American Legion High School Scholarship Program is held annu-

ally by all departments in the United States and abroad. This year the 

Department of Oregon had two participants, from District 10 and Dis-

trict 6. The participants were Kylee Moore from District 6 in Enter-

prise, Wallowa County and Mark Saunders from Vale, District 10, Ore-

gon. 

And the winners are?? 

Mark Saunders is a high school senior placed first and will move up to 

the National level in May and Kylee Moore a sophomore placed sec-

ond and she will be able to participate again next year. The event had 

many in attendance. The parents were very excited as were all there. 

The first-place scholarship award was $3,500.00 and the second-place 

scholarship award was $2,500.00. The two students participated at the 

Post level and onto the district level before moving up to the depart-

ment level. The topics they chose were interesting and I am sure we all 

learned something by listening to them. It was a long, incredibly heavy, 

intense rainy weather on the way. The Chairman of the Oratorical High 

School Program, Carole Bova Rice ensured that everything ran 

smoothly. She had great committee members. 

Mark Saunders had a delegation to encourage him. I canôt name them 

all to keep this article short. District 10 had many representatives, Past 

National Commander Charlie Schmidt and his wife Linda with the 

Auxiliary, Nikki McElravy. District 6 Cmdr., Randy Tye, Aaron Wet-

terling, Oratorical Committee, District 6 Vice Cmdr., Post 37 Cmdr. 

and 

Margaret Wetterling, Auxiliary President Post 37, Mary Ward, District 

6 Auxiliary 

President and Maria D. Tye, District 6 Adjutant, Cmdr., Kruse Post 72. 

 

Submitted by:  

Maria Tye 

The American Legion 

High School Scholarship Contest 
Freedom is the power or right to 
act, speak, or think as one wants 
without hindrances. It encom-
passes both individual liberty and 
the ability to make choices without 
undue external con-
straints. Freedom is often associat-
ed with autonomy, self-
determination, and the absence of 
oppression or coercion. It's a fun-
damental concept in political and 
social thought, often linked to hu-
man rights and democratic ideals. 

 However, freedom is not abso-
lute. It exists within a framework 
of laws and social norms that bal-
ance individual liberties with the 
needs of society. The concept of 
freedom also raises questions 
about the extent to which individu-
als are responsible for their choic-
es and the consequences of those 
choices on others. Furthermore, 
the concept of freedom can be in-
terpreted differently across cul-
tures and political systems . 

Freedom, liberty, license mean the 
power or condition of acting 
without compulsion. freedom has 
a broad range of application from 
total absence of restraint to merely 
a sense of not being unduly ham-
pered or frustrated.  

What are the 5 principles of Free-
dom? 

1. Right to Life 

2. Right to a fair trial. 

3. Freedom from torture and in-
human treatment.  

4. Freedom of Speech 

5. Freedom of Religion 

FREEDOM  

Across American  
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   American Legion Riders, showed up in style for the 106th 

Department of Oregon State Convention.  Pictured left is the 

State Director Robert DeKar speaking to the convention body, 

and informing them of what the Riders do. Pictured right is 

Jerry George excepting his National Award for Rider of the 

Year. Congratulation to Jerry for this awesome award.  

    

 

 

   Riders have their annual R.O.M.P. coming up July 10-12. And a 

Poker Rum Aug 16, McMinnville, Post 21.  

Pictured to the Right, Riders enjoying the Convention Banquet.  

 

Thank You Riders for joining the Families at 

the Convention, and all  

You do for The American Legion 
 

 

Legion Riders 

Department of Oregon 

The American Legion 

Shows up at the Hops  

Baseball game.  

Pictured below is Newly elected 

Commander Renee Ohler, 1st 

Vice Commander Fred Broadwa-

ter, 2nd Vice Commander Mike 

Speer, Adjutant Flynn Phillips and 

Steven Kanepkie, from Post 158. 
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Internal Affairs 

Post Convention, Next Steps 
 

The American Legion Department of Oregon 2025 Convention has been completed with new 

officers elected and installed. Other accomplishments include delegates voting to change ele-

ments of the Department of Oregon Constitution and By-Laws, presenting awards to individuals 

and posts for programs administered in their communities, and discussing The American Legion programs suc-

cesses and possible improvements for the future. Among those improvements suggested was the idea that com-

mittees need to meet more often in order to make corrections in the direction programs are being conducted 

and communicate those improvements 

to our members regularly. 

   Going forward, the next tasks for posts, districts, commissions and committees to complete are to document 

the officers elected and appointed at each post and district on the Confidential, Installation, and Committees 

forms available on the Department website (orlegion.org). Forms are due no later than September 20 th , in 

accordance with the Department Constitution and By- Laws. This information is compiled at Department 

Headquarters for the confidential lists that districts, Commissions and Committees utilize to help pass along 

information regarding the programs we receive from the National organization. The Commissions and Com-

mittees also need to review their Codes of Procedure for needed changes. 

   We all could use some summertime recreation. Posts and districts have scheduled picnics and other gather-

ings to enjoy the good weather with our American Legion family. And with various Children and Youth activi-

ties, like American Legion Baseball, in full swing, we can cheer on our local team and celebrate Americaôs 

pastime. This is also a time for us to do some ñstrategizingò for how we are going to administer the programs 

of The American Legion in our posts and communities. For those programs we have been conducting in the 

past, we should reflect on what changes we could make so they will be even better in the coming year. And we 

could also think about what programs that we may want to start as new adventures. 

   It is all good. Things we can always do is to perform our Buddy Checks to keep up with our fellow Legion-

naires. Communication about what we are doing will encourage our members to stay or get more involved. 

Happy Summer! 

Richard Ramey, Chairman 

Internal Affairs Commission 
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The right to freedom is a fundamen-

tal right that gives citizens basic free-

dom with respect to speech and ex-

pression, form associations, freedom 

of personal liberty, freedom to live a 

life of dignity, etc. The United States 

Constitution's First Amendment guar-

antees freedom of religion, freedom 

of speech, freedom of the press, the 

right to assemble, and the right to pe-

tition the government for a redress of 

grievances. 

The Peoples Voice is what made 

this  

country. 

The 4th of July is the first great fact in our nationôs historyé Pride and patriotism, not less 
than gratitude, prompt you to celebrate and to hold it in perpetual remembranceé The Decla-
ration of Independence is the ring-bolt to the chain of your nationôs destiny; so, indeed, I re-
gard it. The principles contained in that instrument are saving principles. Stand by those princi-
ples, be true to them on all occasions, in all places, against all foes, and at whatever cost... And 
interpreted as it ought to be interpreted, the Constitution is a glorious liberty document.ò 
The economic system of the United States is a capitalist or market economy, in which almost 
all businesses are owned and operated by private individuals, partnerships, and stockholders 
rather than by the government. Although the government can regulate the market, most deci-
sions about what to produce, buy and sell, and at what prices, are made by consumers and 
sellers. 
The ñrule of lawò is the idea that a consistent, and evenly applied set of rules, rather than the 
arbitrary will of those in power, binds all the members of society. These laws must be made by 
proper procedures and published in advance of their enforcement. The binding nature of law 
means everyone, not just citizens, but the government, its leaders and officials, must follow 
and obey the law. Indeed, lawmakers, judges, and officers of federal and state governments 
must take a specific oath to faithfully follow the U.S. Constitution. 

The 4th of July 
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HILLSBORO 4TH OF JULY 

EXTRAVIGANZA  

235 SE 32ND AVE. HILLSBORO, OR 

 

COME AND JOIN THE FUN!  
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HOW YOU  

CAN BE THE ONE 

 

What: The American Legionôs Be 

the One initiative encourages 

American Legion Family mem-

bers, veterans, servicemembers and 

others to take action when they be-

lieve a veteran is at risk of suicide.  

Why: To reduce the alarming 

number of veteran suicides. 

How: Our goal is to destigmatize 

asking for mental health support, 

provide peer-to-peer support and 

resources, and educate everyone on 

how they can Be The One.  

Veterans: Talk with fellow veter-

ans about how you are feeling.  

Ask for help when you think you 

need it.  

Know there are millions of people 

ready to help you.  

Remember your family and friends 

care. 

Non-veterans: Ask veterans in 

your life how they are doing. 

Listen when a veteran needs to 

talk. 

Reach out when a veteran is strug-

gling.  

American Legion Posts: Educate 

members, other veterans and civil-

ians on the campaign.  

Display resources at your post or in 

your community. 

Share events of success stories at 

legiontown.org. 

 

FOR URGENT HELP 

Call 988 and press 1  

You may also text 

838255 

Or visit 

Veteranscrisisline.net 

DEADLINE  

For the  

August Issue of the Legionnaire  

Congratulations Jerry, for being elected 

the New Detachment Commander for the 

Sonôs of the American Legion, Depart-

ment of Oregon.  

Jerry belongs to Post 51 In Lebanon, OR. And the American 

Legion Families are looking forward to seeing Jerryôs leader-

ship with the Sonôs this year. The Sonôs do an outstanding 

job for the Legion and we are sure Jerry will continue to car-

ry the mission through.  Again Congrats Jerry.  

 

And an additional thank you to Rob Liebenow for his leader-

ship during the 2024-2025 year as Detachment Commander 

for the Sonôs of the American Legion.   

 

Rob also was pre-

sented the Meritori-

ous Service Award 

from Boys State for 

his years of excellent 

service to the Boys 

State program.  

 

Thank You Rob 

For a job well done .  

Jerry Patton 

Detachment Commander 

Sonôs of the American Legion 
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Hello Legionnaires,  

In June I attended the recent Department of Oregon Convention at the 

Salem Convention Center from June 18 thru June 21, 2025, and I en-

joyed every part of it.  

   I also chaired the convention subcommittee for Children and Youth. 

There were 6 people in attendance. We had a robust discussion about 

the differences between Children and Youth programming and Ameri-

canism Youth Programs. Children and Youth programs involve Health 

and Safety issues and are not the Youth sports programs.  

   We also discussed the Temporary Financial Assistance Program and 

the criteria for eligibility of tis one-time $1,500.00 grant. After the Na-

tional Convention the TFA grant will go up to $2,500.00 as was recom-

mended ft the C&Y meeting at the Spring meetings.  

   I encourage all Posts to promote our programs in both of these areas 

and make sure you capture them on your Consolidation Post Report 

each year.  

   It was very rewarding to train the next generation of Children and 

Youth Committee members, I know they will do an outstanding job.  

Whatôs better then that! 

Respectfully submitted. 

Betty Fish-Ferguson 

Chairman; Children and Youth 

 

Children & Youth 

 

 

Tell me  

And I forget.  

Teach me  

And I remember.  

Involve me and  

I learn  

 

Benjamin Franklin  

TRIVIA  

ANSWERS  

 

1.  Hellõs Kitchen 

2.  Guerilla  

3.  War of 1812  
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The American Legion 
Post 37 

 
Greeting Everyone: 
 
Weôre home from Convention!  Mark Wiggins and I departed Salem after the swearing in cere-

mony, Saturday, shortly before noon and arrived home safely.  Mark is now officially sworn in as the 2nd Vice 
Commander of District 6.   
   The four day event was worth the time and effort as Legionnaires from all over the State of Oregon gathered 
to do business for the Department.  I have no idea of how many actually attended but Iôm guessing the number 
was close to 80 Vets.  On the other side of the wall th Department Auxiliary was carrying on and whooping it 
up making some of us a bit envious of the fun they were having while we read and reread the submitted resolu-
tions to our Department Constitution.  I sure appreciate the efforts of Richard Ramey in the many rewrites he 
did to improve our document. 
   Then it was election time.  Since no one was nominated to run against Department 1st Vice, Renee Ohler, 
she was unanimously voted in by proclamation.  Same held for 2nd Vice Fred Broadwater who is now the 1st. 
Vice Commander.  Mike Speer of Newberg was voted in to fill the position of 2nd Vice.  The new Treasurer is 
Don Bond, and Betty Fish-Ferguson remains as Department Chaplain. She was voted in as Alternate Delegate 
to the National Convention while Don Weber was voted in as Delegate to that auspicious event in Au-
gust.  The Department positions of Treasurer and Chaplain are appointed, not voted upon. 
   Our Department now has a ñnewò Adjutant!  Former Department Commander, Flynn Phillips, has been re-
hired to fill that position.  After a year as Department Commander he should know more than ever on making 
our Department even better. 
   Now for some other news.  Before arriving at the Convention Hall, Margaret and I stopped by the Capitol 
Grounds to view the new Vietnam Veterans Memorial which now adorns one corner of the wooded acreage.  It 
is worth taking the time to view this edifice that honors those who perished in that unpopular war. 
   Several days prior to the Convention I made arrangements to meet our District 57 State Representative, Greg 
Smith (who is a strong proponent of our Veterans) but was unable to do so due to him calling in sick.  Since he 
was unavailable I had my picture taken while sitting as his desk.  His Chief of Staff, Calvin Bennett, gave us a 
guided tour of the Capitol building and introduced us to our State Senator, Todd Nash of Wallowa.   
   Now for some local news.  In the very near future you will be receiving notification that it is time to renew 
your membership in the Legion.  Our Adjutant will be more than happy to help you in this matter. 
   By the way, Our Post, Post 37, received a ribbon for achieving 100% renewal (actually we made 107% but 
who is counting, eh?).  Weôll have a short ceremonial presentation for attaching the streamer to our Post 
Flag.  A big Thank You to our Adjutant, Marc Matlack, for his efforts in achieving this goal. 
   If at all possible letôs make an all out effort to renew 100% by December 31st so that we can earn a streamer 
for reaching our Goal.  It shouldnôt take us a full 12 months to renew. 
   Our first parade of the year begins June 28th with us leading the Umatilla Landing Days Parade.  Remember, 
if you want to ride  on the float bring a chair and wear your purple shirt and ball cap.   
   A few days later weôre leading the July 4th Parade in Stanfield.  
   Finally, our next monthly meeting is July 7th in the Senior Center.   
   Remember, youôre invited to attend the weekly Vets Coffee at the Irrigon Senior Center, 9:00-11:00, every 
Thursday.  If you have any questions and need a VSO, Amanda Kendrick, will be there to help. 
 
Aaron Wetterling 
Commander 
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Department of Oregon Boys State 

at Oregon State University 
The Boys State Class of 2025 was held at Oregon State University from June 22nd to June 28th. We 

were headquartered in the Sackett Hall Dormitory. We had 55 Delegates registered to attend. 6 Boys 

changed their minds and did not attend. Our net delegation strength was 49, up from 40 last year. This was the first time 

in over 25 years that Ian Gerstell was not at Boys State. His health wouldn't allow him to attend. His leadership and insti-

tutional knowledge were sorely missed. However, a special shout-out to our Oregon Boys State Committee Legion-

naires: Steve Shollenburg, Don Weber, and Rob Liebenow. We were also assisted by fellow Legionnaires Tim Cowan, 

PDC Tom Harris, PDC Flynn Phillips, and Frank Sterling, District 10 Commander from Washington.  

We had an auspicious beginning. Our Governor, Nathan Bender, was attempting to fix a table when it shifted suddenly 

and fell on his foot, breaking his big toe. Not to be outdone, the immediate Past President, Ms Cindy Soria, decided to 

kiss the asphalt, resulting in 10 stitches and looking like she went a couple of rounds with Rocky Balboa. Both Nathan 

and Cindy got to spend a whole day at Good Samaritan Hospital, where they discovered there is no emergency or urgent 

in urgent care.  

This year, for the first time, we had delegates from neighboring States: California and Idaho. The two delegates from 

Palo Alto and San Mateo coordinated their flights into PDX and then hired an Uber for their leg to Corvallis. Our dele-

gate from McCall (north of Boise) was delivered by his parents, and they vacationed on the Oregon Coast for the week 

before picking up their son and driving home. For the return trip to California, one delegate was taken to PDX by a fel-

low Boys Stater, and the other flew out of Eugene and was delivered by one of our Eugene delegates. These three dele-

gates were sponsored (1) by Coos Bay Post 34 and (1) by Keizer Post 17, who also sponsored the delegate from Idaho, 

along with two Boys from McNary High School in Keizer. Coos Bay also sent 4 other candidates. Saint Helens recom-

mended 6 young men, and was assisted by Hillsboro with a couple of sponsorships. We were visited this year by 2 Le-

gionaires from Post 42--Joe Strelki & Frank Davis--Ralph Rhea of Post 34 came in for a little bit, and Mike Speer (new 

Second Vice) and his wife Dana spent time @ OSU. This only confirms the thought--Boys State can't be explained, it 

has to be experienced.  

The Oregon State Capitol Foundation gave Boys State a Grant to sponsor our Boys State delegates to visit the Capitol in 

Salem. With their generosity, we were able to have funding to invite Girls State delegates along to visit/tour as well. A 

very special and heartfelt thank you to Tim Cowan for coordinating visits for our Boys with some of the State Represent-

atives and Senators. I even had the opportunity to present two Boys State Challenge Coins to two Legislators who were 

both Boys State Alumni. We met with Kristine Drazen, Emily McIntire & Ben Bowman, along with many other Legisla-

tors, on a very special day indeed.  

We had presentations from the United States Military Academy from Dan Minor(Boys State Alumni Class of 1986), Lt 

Kimmi representing the Air Force Academy, Beaverton High School Graduate, and from the US Merchant Marine Acad-

emy in Kings Point-Patrick McCallister. The Navy and Coast Guard were invited but were not able to attend.  

Wednesday's highlight was the very enthusiastic response to a very simple six-word announcement in the late afternoon: 

"Gentlemen, we now have hot water!" The first three days were cold indeed. This year, we had great guest instructors: 

Keizer Mayor Cathy Clark, Marion County Sheriff Nick Hunter, retired Circuit Court Judge Dan Bunch, Post 124 Com-

mander Juliet Britton discussing her real world job as Beaverton Municipal Court Judge giving examples of famous 

Court Decisions (Plessy v Ferguson--Brown v Board of Education), Andrew Doyle the Deputy District Attorney of 

Deschutes County (Boys State Alumni--class of 2004 & returning in 2005 '06 & '07 ), Chris Owens, Political Science 

Professor, and Mike Eschete both on Leadership. Of particular interest was the presentation from Kim Conolly regarding 

College Finances and application tactics. That class could have been presented to parents.  

Overall, Boys State this year was a good session. Some areas could be improved, and changes will be addressed during 

the year in the planning cycle. Probably the biggest surprise was the Meritorious Service Plaque that was presented to 

Rob Liebenow at the graduation exercise, which was our best-kept secret. He was a little emotional in his reception re-

marks. I will be providing a profile of the Boys who were elected to office in next month's Legionnaire.  
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Oregon Senate in session Boys State Supreme Court  

holding trial & Swearing in a witness 

Tim Cowen, TAL Chair for Legislation 

giving a class on Leadership 

Never without a little fun, Boys having a little fun after lunch, burning it off.  And of 

course a new hair-do.  

PDC Harris and Past Dept Chaplain 
Shollenburg at the Capital with the Boys 

State program. 

2026 Newly Elected Senior Counselors Boys State visiting the Capital 
Pictured is House Majority Leader 
Ben Bowen with Boys State 

Making their City Flags Flag for the City of Weber Flag for the City of Phillips 

2025 Senior Counselors 
Logan, Ternan, Samuel , Lincoln,  

Nathan, Ian 

BOYS STATE 2025  
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Great minds Strategizing over lunch, 
Flynn, Frank, Don, Fred.  

Boys enjoying the State Capital Newly Elected Governor for Boys State        
and the former Mayor of the City of  
Phillips, being sworn in by Judge Daniel 
Bunch from Klamath Falls, Oregon. 

MISHAPS 

DO 

HAPPEN 

WE THINK WE NEED BUBBLE 

WRAP. 

Governor Nathan Binder dropped a table 

on his toe and broke ité OUCH!!!!!! 
PDP Cindy Storia,  well, we will let her 
tell the storyé.. 10 stichesé another 
OUCH!! 

Breakfast formation Boys State Supreme Court Guest Speaker Mike Eschete, with Fred 
Broadwater and BS Governor Nathan 
Bender. 

David & Andrew Doyle, Attorneyôs from 
Bend, Oregon, speaking to Boys State 

Boys & Girls State Supreme Court hold-

ing trial. 

Mayor Cathy Clark, from Kieser, Or. 
Speaking to Boys State and girls on 

City government.  


