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   The cover of this month's Legionnaire features a picture of a Stars & Stripes book. This book is a collection 
of numerous Stars and Stripes newspapers from February 1918 to June 1919. Clement Blakney served in 
WWI, and collected Stars and Stripes newspapers during that time, and had them bound into a book. His 
grandson J. Nathan Lawrence, brought this book into The American Legion, Department of Oregon Headquar-
ters and donated it. He also put together a bio on his grandfather who was from the Pacific Northwest.  

In November 1861, Union troops under General Ulysses S. Grant defeated Confederate forces in Bloomfield, 
Missouri. On November 9, 1861, the first known edition of a newspaper for the troops was published by sol-
diers from the 18th and 29th Illinois Volunteers on the Bloomfield Daily Herald's presses. The name given to 
this newspaper was Stars and Stripes. Although this Bloomfield edition was a one-off, it sparked a tradition of 
soldiers publishing news for the troops. 
Sixteen years later, in October 1877, the Grand Army of the Republic (G.A.R.) initiated a new publication, the 
National Tribune, a newspaper for Civil War Union veterans; later, the banner Stars and Stripes were added to 
its masthead. When the G.A.R. ceased publication prior to World War I, a private corporation continued to 
publish the newspaper for veterans of the U.S. armed forces under the same composite name: National Tribune 
Stars and Stripes (Washington, D.C.). 
   The first official military publication, Stars and Stripes, was published in Paris during World War I (1914-
1918) for the American Expeditionary Force (A.E.F.). According to A.E.F. Commander General John J. Per-
shing, it was intended to provide uncensored news from soldiers, by soldiers, for soldiers. The first weekly edi-
tion was published on February 18, 1918, by a staff of eight, and limited to 30,000 copies. Due to its populari-
ty, the circulation increased to over half a million, and the staff grew to 300. The final edition was published on 
June 13, 1919. 
   On June 14, 1919, immediately after the suspension of the U.S. military's Stars and Stripes, some of its staff 
members organized a new Washington-based publishing house, the Stars and Stripes Corporation. It also pub-
lished a newspaper, Stars and Stripes, which competed with the National Tribune for the veteran market. This 
new group, however, was unable to sustain steady subscriptions, and in 1926 it merged with the National Trib-
une. 

    
 
During World War II (1939-
1945), Stars and Stripes was 
again chosen as the official 
U.S. military newspaper for 
Armed Forces personnel sta-
tioned overseas. First pub-
lished in London, it was ad-
ministered by the Office of 
War Information in the newly 
established Supreme Head-
quarters Allied Expeditionary 
Force. Between 1942 and 
1945, official editions were 
published in all European and 
African theaters of operation, 
including Italy, Sicily, France, 
Germany, Egypt, Algeria, and 
Tunisia. In the Pacific theater, 
 
Cont. on Pg. 3  
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The Stars and Stripes Newspaper 
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   Clement (ñClemò) Blakney (born in 1894, Seattle, WA; died in 1954, Tigard, OR) served in the US Army in 
World War 1 from 1917 to 1919, during which he attained the rank of Master Sargent. His time in the US  
Army started with his enlistment in Vancouver, Washington, on November 23, 1917, and ended on April 14, 
1919, when he was discharged. He was assigned to the 659th Aero Squadron based in Texas, where he trained 
for several months before being shipped to France. 
   On March 30, 1918, Clem boarded the 499.5-foot-long troop ship USS Antegone (built in 1900), which 
was docked across the bay from New York City in New Jersey. The ship left for France on March 30 and land-
ed in Saint-Nazaire in the mouth of the Loire River in France on April 14, 1918. From there, they took a troop 
transport train to Barisey-la-C¹te, a tiny town in NE France located about 20 miles SE of Nancy, about 50 
miles SSE of Metz, and approximately 100 miles from the German border, where the Aero Squadron supply 
depot and airfield were located. 
   At the depot, there was an airfield, hangars, offices, and warehouses. War supplies arrived by train and were 
then shipped to the Allied troops by truck. As Clemôs diary recounts, he performed many tasks at the depot, 
including loading and unloading supplies, helping repair aircraft, carpentry, helping camouflage the depot 
buildings with pine branches, kitchen duties, rock quarry work, painting, and office work. 
   The depot was located near the front lines but back from them. Clemôs 
diary records of his hearing artillery 
fire in the distance, seeing German 
aircraft flying overhead, including 
dropping bombs on and around the 
supply depot, with no damage or 
deaths recorded. He also records sev-
eral airplane crashes occurring on 
and around the supply depotôs air-
field. 
   While in France, he was able to 
travel extensively around that coun-
try, and after the Armistice, he even 
travelled a bit in Germany. 
   Clem left France on June 27, 1919, 
aboard the SS Manitou (built in 1893 
and 247.7 feet long) and was dis- 
charged from the army at Fort Lewis, 
Washington, on July 25, 1919. 
 
Cont. on Pg. 4 
 

Cont. from Pg 2: The Stars and Stripes: 
 
the first edition of Stars and Stripes was published on May 14, 1945, in Honolulu by the Pacific Headquarters. 
Distribution depended on the availability of air transport, the only effective means of reaching troops on hun-
dreds of Pacific islands and in several Asian countries until the end of the war in September 1945. 
   Since then, this same Stars and Stripes have published European and Pacific editions for the U.S. Armed 
Forces. These have included editions for U.S. forces in Korea, both during and after the Korean War (1950-
1953), the Vietnam War (1963-1975), and the Persian Gulf War (1991). Currently, it is distributed by the De-
partment of Defense on U.S. military bases both in the United States and overseas. The National Tribune, on 
the other hand, is still privately published by the Stars and Stripes Omnimedia Corporation and is sold primari-
ly to thousands of U.S. veterans and their extended families nationwide. 

Biography of Clement Earl Blakney 
WWI, U.S. ARMY 

From: The Generation of the Dough Boys 
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Cont. from Pg 3: Clement Blakeney Biography, WW1 
   This information  from the diary of Clement Blakeney, was compiled and written by J. Nathan Lawrence (PO 
Box 641, Wilsonville, OR, 97070 or nathan@goodnewstree.com) on 26 August 2025, who is the grandson of 
Clem Blakney on his motherôs side, and is based on Clemôs daily diary, original documents in Nathanôs pos-
session, as well as online information. 

You can see on the list of ñOUR HOME ADDRESSES,ò not only Clement 

Blakney but a couple others were from towns in Oregon. 

From The American Legion Department of Oregon, we would like to thank J. Nathan Law-

erence, Clementôs grandson for donating this wonderful part of history, and allowing us to 

share in his grandfathers HONORABLE SERVICE. to this Country.  
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This is not a drill. Not a media event. The federal government shutdown enters its second month 
next week. Our military families, our veterans and our neighbors all face grave challenges until 
Congress finds a solution. The American Legion Family must act now. 

The failure of Congress to have a fully functioning government is having a significant impact on military families and 
communities nationwide. Many are facing increased food insecurity, worrying about their bills and dealing with elevated 
mental health issues. This shutdown is fast evolving from a political impasse to an all-out crisis for many Ameri-
cans. 
Military personnel are expected to be paid Oct. 31, but there is no guarantee any paychecks are coming after that, or 
when. This puts immeasurable stress on those brave men and women who serve our nation, especially junior enlisted 
personnel with children.  
I am calling on you to step in and do what you can to provide assistance for military families, servicemembers and oth-
ers who are affected in your communities. When down times occur, American Legion Family members have always ris-
en to the occasion to uplift others, even save lives, for generations.  
In Washington, we will continue to pressure our elected officials to find the way to a federal budget reconciliation, or at 
least a continuing resolution to keep federal spending at last yearôs[MMA1]  levels, on behalf of veterans, the military, 
public safety, border security and other vital arms of the federal government that serve our communities. 
As Regional VA Offices are now closed or seriously impaired by the shutdown, American Legion service officers are 
working with thousands of veterans and their families right now, free of charge, to navigate the challenges of disability 
benefits application and processing.  
Remember that many vital civilian employees are furloughed not only at military bases but other critical federal offices 
and agencies, and they need help, too. 
Hereôs what you can do: 
Ŀ         Contact commands at military installations and elsewhere to find out what they need now, and offer The American 
Legion Familyôs support. 
Ŀ         As we did in the previous federal shutdown and during the COVID-19 pandemic, letôs collect and stockpile sup-
plies that are needed for low-income families and children who depend on SNAP (Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program) benefits to put food on the table. The[MMA2]  U.S. Department of Agriculture wonôt issue SNAP benefits in 
November, further burdening some military families who faced food insecurity even before the shutdown. Food banks 
across the country are already reporting up to 75% increases in demand. American Legion food drives have been highly 
successful during past challenges. Itôs time to do it again. 
Ŀ         American Legion posts nationwide commonly serve as beacons of relief and even civil defense centers in emer-
gency situations. Critical items for families, such as baby formula, diapers and other household items, also are a struggle 
to purchase. Legion posts can help with a collection drive and distribution plan for a local military base, National Guard 
installation or the community at large. 
Ŀ         We must also remember our national memorials and monuments may need volunteer maintenance work or other 
forms of assistance. Ask about them and offer American Legion Family help. 
Ŀ         Letôs also act on the important role The American Legion plays by checking in on veterans and, in this case, oth-
ers in our community who may need help ï through our Buddy Check program. A call from The American Legion Fami-
ly can make a big difference. Moreover, the more we call, the more Buddy Checks we make, the more we learn what is 
needed locally during this difficult national journey. 
The American Legion also has a helpful resources guide for veterans, servicemembers and their families. 
From feeding unemployed families during the Great Depression to supplying blood when collection facilities were not 
functioning during the pandemic ï through fires, hurricanes, tornadoes and floods ï The American Legion Family has 
always leaned into any and all problems facing our communities, states and nation. Weôve done this for over a cen-
tury. At this time, and in the uncertainty that lies ahead, letôs step up once more. Make the contacts we need to make. 
Assemble teams. Gather the supplies, food or other goods. Offer to help. Be the One to make a difference. 
Letôs show our communities that The American Legion has their backs. 
I look forward to learning how your local American Legion Family community is stepping up at this crucial time. Please 
send your messages to National Headquarters, with details and contact information, to sbrooks@legion.org.  
Letôs go. 
Dan K. Wiley 
National Commander 
The American Legion 

National Commander Wiley calls upon Ameri-

can Legion Family members to step up amid 

the government shutdown. 

https://www.legion.org/information-center/news/community/2025/october/lets-support-our-military-families-american-communities-now?utm_campaign=Source+Code+Here&utm_content=GOVERNMENT%20SHUTDOWN&utm_term=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Adestra#_msocom_1
https://www.usatoday.com/story/money/2025/10/27/snap-benefits-november-usda-food-stamps-government-shutdown/86925221007/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/money/2025/10/27/snap-benefits-november-usda-food-stamps-government-shutdown/86925221007/
https://www.legion.org/information-center/news/community/2025/october/lets-support-our-military-families-american-communities-now?utm_campaign=Source+Code+Here&utm_content=GOVERNMENT%20SHUTDOWN&utm_term=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Adestra#_msocom_2
https://www.legion.org/advocacy/be-the-one/buddy-check
https://www.legion.org/information-center/news/veterans-benefits/2025/october/government-shutdown-resource-guide-now-available
mailto:sbrooks@legion.org
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   The Department of Oregon 

American Legion 

Would like to extend our deepest 

Thanks to all our Veterans on this  

Veterans Day. Your courage in putting 

your name on the dotted line to serve 

and protect our nation will 

Never be forgotten.  

We honor your sacrifice and service. 

 

Thank You for a 

Job well done. 



т 

LEGIONNAIRE 

Official Publication 

 

 The American Legion, Department of Ore-
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online 12 times per year by The American 

Legion Department of Oregon. Copyright 

2018 business and general offices:  

30450 SW Parkway Ave.,  

P.O. Box 1730  

Wilsonville, OR 97070-1730.  

Phone #: (503) 685-5006 

adjutant@orlegion.org 
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The Oregon Legionnaire assumes no respon-

sibility for material submitted and reserves 

the right to edit submissions for content., 

and to except or refuse articles.  
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Member:  Renee Ohler 
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Submit Articles to: 

orlegionnaire@gmail.com 

No later than the 25th of each  

Month for article to be place in  

The next months issue.  

Department of Oregon 

Executive Committee Meeting 

At Post 158, Tigard, Oregon, October 6-7  

Members present, work begins. 

Department Auxiliary President speaks to D.E.C. 

Diane Standing 

District Commanders, hard at it..! 

BIG thanks to Post 158 for their hospitality. 
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Message from the Commander 

 

   The American Legion was built 
on the foundation of veterans 
looking out for one 
another.  Taking care of each other 
in the past, present, and future. 
That holds true today as we face 
challenges at our Post, District, 
and Department levels. We must 
never lose focus on our governing 
documents, our understanding of 
The American Legion, and our 
mission to change lives and save 
lives. 
   What we are not is a military 
organization focused on the way 
military organizations conduct 
business and carry out tasks.  We 
donôt have military functions that 
allow us to put on uniform and 
socialize at dinner; there is no 
rank among us, and we are not a 
dictatorship that micro-manages 
our members. We are all equal, 
and we follow The American Le-
gion's history and guidance to 
serve our veterans and our com-
munities. Our leadership should 
never reference their past military 
positions or ranks when represent-
ing our organization, membership, 
programs, or each other. 

Great strides have been made at 
the Post level to refocus on the 
organization and the purpose of 
membership.  Occasionally, we 
have an infiltration of those who 
do not have a clear understanding 
of The American Legion and its 
purpose. I am proud of those who 
are stepping up to address the is-
sues and stop the damage intend-
ed to overrun a Post.  We are bet-
ter together, as a team, nipping 
issues in the bud as they arise. 
   We had a great first DEC hosted 
by Tigard Post 158 at the begin-
ning of the month.  I was im-
pressed by the open conversa-
tions and the clarifications pro-
vided to our membership. One 
comment addressed was the sta-
tus of the long-overdue audit. 
Don Bond and Bob Huff took a 
deep dive into our finances for 
the good of the Legion. This re-
sulted in a complete audit of our 
finances and an updated database 
to work on. We are very grateful 
for their work. We missed repre-
sentation from Districts 10 and 9 
and still have no District com-
mander for District 7 after years 
of vacancy. 

     We made a visit to District 5 
before the weather got the best of 
us. District Commander organized 
a BE THE ONE walk through the 
town and neighborhood for the le-
gion family. What a great oppor-
tunity to walk with veterans and 
auxiliaries, getting to know each 
other and sharing what has been 
going on with our legion leader-
ship. There is so much more to the 
message, and I encourage all to 
organize a BE THE ONE event in 
their local area. 
We are in Buddy Check season 
through the end of the year. With 
heightened awareness in our com-
munities for Veterans, the need also 
arises to reach out and include Vet-
erans in our Veterans Day, Pearl 
Harbor Day, Thanksgiving Day, 
and Christmas Day events, just to 
name a few. Our veterans need us 
this time of year as many are alone 
and need our help. Check for food 
insecurities, clothing needs, and 
remember our veterans who live on 
the streets. Let us know how we 
can help your Post, District, and 
local nonmembers. 
 
A family of veterans serving to-
gether for the betterment of our 
country. God Bless. 
 
Commander 
Renee Ohler 
Department of Oregon 
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   Iôm very excited to share with the Legion, Auxiliary, SAL, and Riders the date for the Department Christ-
mas Party.  
 

¶ December 6, 2025, at the American Legion Post #51 Santiam in Lebanon, Oregon, 6pm-9pm 

¶ We will have dinner and dessert. 

¶ There will be raffles (you donôt want to miss) 

¶ Jail/Bail 
¶ Exchange of gifts for those who want to participate. 
 
Letôs all get together and have a great time, and of course lots of fun! 
  I would like to thank everyone for your contribution to my raffle. Congratulations, Mike Speer, on winning 
the gift basket.  All the proceeds will go to my Project Paws Assisting Veterans. While I was at DEC this past 
weekend, I spoke to the Legion and to the Auxiliary about family-focused/mission-driven.  I came into the 
Auxiliary 5 years ago, and with mentoring from some of the most amazing ladies, here I am today.  I did not 
want the position as President for the title; I wanted it because I love and care about our Veterans and their 
families.  That is my why. What is your why?  
  I have learned so much, and working with our Veterans and their families has become part of who I am.  In 
life, I have realized that if you hang onto the past, you cannot move forward. I want to see our Legion family 
move forward.  I also feel that communication plays a large part in becoming a family. All of us know that 
within our families at home, there has to be communication with each other for us to grow and make relation-
ships with each other. We, as a Legion family, need to keep the line open for one another, where listening is as 
important as talking. 
  For me, speaking for the Auxiliary, I want this year to be positive, to move forward, and not to look back. 
We all have made mistakes in our lives, but that is how we learn. I am also a woman of faith, so the way I 
think might not be the same as another Auxiliary, Legion, SAL, and rider member, but we need to keep our 
focus on who we are and what we do.  Not self-service, but to serve our Veterans. 
I hope to see you all at our Department Christmas party! 
 
Blessings 
 
President 
Dianne Standing 
Dept. of Oregon American Legion Auxiliary 
Diann2911@hotmail.com/ 508-688-4068 
 
 

Message from the Legion Auxiliary Department President 
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1st Vice Commander  

COMMUNICATIONðCOORDINATIONðCONNECTIONðCONVERSATION 

   I would like to propose an action that would enhance communication and potentially reduce stress for the 
Department Commander at all levels. Itôs referred to as a Closing Report. Imagine youôre a Post Commander 
and you have just gaveled your meeting closed. Your members are now free to drive home. Are you confident 
that they all arrived home safely? Sure, but do you really know? 
  Imagine, if you will, that you received a text message: 3 simple words, ñclosing report - Smith.ò Now you 
know for sure that your member, Richard Smith, is in his easy chair at home. Your stress & concern level just 
dropped.  
  I just discussed this concept with the District 1 Commander. After the close of his District meeting at Post 68, 
he embraced it and thought it could be used as a ñBUDDY CHECK.ò We discussed how we would feel if he 
knew that by 7pm that Saturday evening, he knew every Legionnaire was home safe and sound.  
  Flynn Phillips and I further demonstrated this by sending him a text later that evening. Also, remember the 
wind and inclement weather over the weekend.  
  Now letôs consider the positive impact of this simple action. 110 Posts throughout the State, 20 members in 
attendance ðthatôs over 2,200 ñBuddy Checks.ò 9 district meetings with 10 Posts in attendance and 75 mem-
bers present ðthatôs another 8,100 ñBuddy Checksò for the year, and we havenôt even addressed the D.E.Côs 
and State Convention. All for a 15-second text message.  
 
Thank you, Commander, for considering implementing this simple action.  
 
1st Vice Commander 
Fred Broadwater 
Department of Oregon 
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GUN RAFFLE  
Proceeds to Presidents Project  

Paws Assisting Veterans  

 
RAFFLES, RAFFLES, RAFFLES  

JAIL / BAIL  
GIFT EXCHANGE  

(BRING A NON -GENDER GIFT)  
DINNER & DESSERT  
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Department of Oregon 
Christmas Party 

 

December 6th 
The American Legion Post 51, 

                  Lebanon, Oregon 
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! Message from the Detachment Commander 

I traveled to Madras for the District 5 Meeting and be in the ñBe the One Walkò through Town. 
   Accompanied with us and walking in front was Madras City Councilwoman Whitney Bell. 
Councilor Bell has lived in Madras for nearly her entire life, growing up in both Madras and 
Hillsboro. She currently works as a mail carrier for the United States Postal Service, serving 

rural areas of Madras and Metolius. Prior to joining the city council, she served as President of the Madras 
Downtown Association.  
   Her passion for public service began as a Civil Affairs Specialist in the United States Army Reserves. Coun-
cilor Bell believes that everyone has a duty to contribute to making their environment a better place, and she is 
eager to bring that mindset to her work for the community of Madras. 
   District 5 members walked through the neighborhoods and local Park and returned to the Community Center 
where we started. Dept Commander Renee, 1st Vice Fred Broadwater, and 2nd Vice Mike Speer were along 
with D5 Commander Alan Alderman bring up the rear in his Truck.    
   Kudos to D5 Commander for running the District Meeting in fine fashion. The Auxiliary made delicious 
Chili and corn muffins for lunch. 
Pictured above is NECMAN Don Weber with Councilwoman Whitney Bell. Don took more 

pictures and will write his own article. 

Immediate Past Commander 
Department of Oregon 

At the last D.E.C., even though it was a low turnout, we still handled our regular business, and we are also 
working out the kinks that come with the new year. So stay tuned, and patient, cause we are working diligent-
ly to keep things on track. 
  The next SAL-D.E.C. will be in Milwaukee, Post 180, on January 10, 2026, at 1:00pm. We will be having a 
fundraiser that night with a 5:00 social hour. Hope to see more of you there. 
  At the SAL-D.E.C., we will be visited by Tom Scully, the leading candidate for National Commander of the 
SAL. 
  We still have some openings at the Detachment level, so if you're interested, give me a call ðwe would love 
to have you come aboard. 
  Our new email address is detachment.adjutantsal@gmail.comé You can send in any information about your 
squadron you wish, and you will receive new information as well. 
  If your squadron has activities going on and you would like to submit an article or photos to the Legionnaire 
magazine, send them to orlegionnaire@gmail.com. 

Councilwoman  
Whitney Bell 

Elected 1/1/2025 
Term Expires: 
12/31/2028 

MORE PHOTOS ON NEXT PAGE 

Detachment Commander 
Jerry Patton 
Sonôs of the American Legion 
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October 18th, Department of Oregon Officers and District 5 Commander and others spent the day in Madras, 

helping Post 125, re-energize and build up some recognition in the area. As you can see they had a great time 

and met some awesome people.  

THANK YOU MADRAS FOR YOUR HOSPITALITY & A GREAT DAY 
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