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INSIDE COVER STORY 

The Christmas Truce of 1914:  
A Moment of Humanity Amidst War 

 
   Soldiers experience Christmas in various ways, from celebrating at military bases with traditions and activi-
ties to observing it while deployed or in historical instances like the Christmas Truce of 1914 or Washington's 
crossing of the Delaware. While many soldiers miss their families, they often find ways to celebrate with deco-
rations, games, and events to maintain morale, even in challenging conditions.  
   The truce occurred five months after hostilities had begun. Lulls occurred in the fighting as armies ran out of 
men and munitions and commanders reconsidered their strategies following the stalemate of the Race to the 
Sea and the indecisive result of the First Battle of Ypres. In the week leading up to 25 December, French, Ger-
man, and British soldiers crossed trenches to exchange seasonal greetings and talk. In some areas, men from 
both sides ventured into no man's land on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day to mingle and exchange food and 
souvenirs. There were joint burial ceremonies and prisoner swaps, while several meetings ended in caroling. 
Hostilities continued in some sectors, while in others the sides settled on little more than arrangements to re-
cover bodies. 
   The Christmas Truce of 1914 stands as one of the most extraordinary and poignant episodes of World War I. 
As the warôs first winter set in, soldiers on both sides of the Western Front found themselves entrenched in 
mud, cold, and constant danger. Yet, on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day, an unexpected and spontaneous 
ceasefire unfolded, offering a brief respite from the violence and a powerful testament to shared humanity. 
   The truce was not officially sanctioned by military leaders but rather emerged organically from the trenches. 
On December 24, German troops began decorating their trenches with candles and Christmas trees, singing 
carols such as ñStille Nachtò (Silent Night). British soldiers, initially wary, soon responded with their own 
songs. The mood shifted from suspicion to curiosity, and soon, men from both sides began calling out Christ-
mas greetings across the no-manôs land that separated them. 
   By Christmas morning, pockets of soldiers along the front ventured out of their trenches, meeting in the mid-
dle to shake hands, exchange small giftsðsuch as food, tobacco, and souvenirsðand even pose for photo-
graphs. In some areas, impromptu games of football (soccer) broke out, symbolizing the camaraderie that 
transcended national and political divides. 
   Don Guthrie was one of the Y.M.C.A. workers, and his Santa costume that now resides 
at a Museum. The outfitðmade up of a painted paper mask, wispy cotton beard, and a red 
cloth cap, coat, pants, cape and belt with matching gift bag, may have seen better days, 
but its age and wear show its well-loved history. An interesting detail: the costumeôs San-
ta mask, made before 1914, is stamped Made in Germany, one of many small ironies of 
the conflict.  
The truce varied in duration and scope, with some stretches of the front returning to hos-
tilities later that day, while others-maintained peace for several days. While universal 
fighting did persist in some sectors, the truce was widespread enough to worry military 
commanders, who feared it would undermine discipline. 
   The Christmas Truce of 1914 did not end the war, which would continue for nearly four 
more years with devastating loss. However, it endures as a remarkable example of com-
passion and the enduring human spirit. Amid one of historyôs bloodiest conflicts, ordinary soldiers demonstrat-
ed that even in the darkest times, moments of peace and goodwill are possible. 
Letôs not forget our Soldierôs this Christmas, let them know we are thinking about them, send letters, gift pack-
ages, whatever you can do.  

God Bless our men and women in uniform this Christmas. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ceasefire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Race_to_the_Sea
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_Battle_of_Ypres
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/No_man%27s_land
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christmas_carol
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   Welcome home to our recent National Legion College graduates. Mike Speer and Niki McElevry, who just 
completed the week-long leadership course at National Headquarters. We look forward to seeing the great 
work they contribute as future leaders of our department. 
  November and December are suicide prevention awareness months, and due to the holidays and disconnect 
of many of our Veterans, friends, and family members, look for signs that something has changed, are they 
a  little bit off, or they just donôt seem right, ask how you can help, and if they need someone to talk to.  Are 
they happier or sadder than normal, or just more disconnected than you remember? These are all signs that 
indicate we need to reach out, and Be The One.  
 
2026 is just around the corner, and you can look forward to change and great things in the new year! 
 

Commander 
Renee Ohler 
Department of Oregon 
 

 

Message from the Commander 

 

Happy Holidays 

&  

Merry Christmas to all 
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Come 

One, 

Come 

All. 

 

Letõs  

Have 

Some 

Fun! 

GUN RAFFLE  
Proceeds to Presidents Project  

Paws Assisting Veterans  

 
RAFFLES, RAFFLES, RAFFLES  

JAIL / BAIL  
GIFT EXCHANGE  

(BRING A NON -GENDER GIFT)  
DINNER & DESSERT  

Proceeds from Raffles, Jail / Bail will go to the  
President & Commanders Project  

M~fr]z 5~¯ª oª~{ ÃÑ¿¿§{çÄÑ¿¿§{ ç ,r||jª 3ª~{ ÄÑ¿¿§{çÅÑ¿¿§{ 
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Department of Oregon 
Christmas Party 

 

December 6th 
The American Legion Post 51, 

                  Lebanon, Oregon 



у 

 

 

 

 
 

 

! Message from the Detachment Commander 

Immediate Past Department Commander 
Department of Oregon 

Detachment Commander 
Jerry Patton 
Sonôs of the American Legion 

   I hope everyone had a good Veteran's Day and Thanksgiving. As we enter the holiday season and come to-
gether with our families, let's not forget those who cannot be with their families this year. But one thing I 
have learned is that there are families and there are friends that become family no matter where you are, which 
I am very thankful for. 
   Santiam post 51 is hosting this year's Christmas party, and it is an honor to have at my post. It's a great time 
to be together with our legion families.  
   This is also the time of the year when veterans have nowhere to go, and the chance of suicide is high. Let's 
keep doing the buddy check. With a new year coming up, let's all pray it'll be a great one, not just for us, but 
for all. Stay safe and enjoy the Holidayôs. Merry Christmas & Happy New Year to all.  

   We are in the Thanksgiving and Christmas season. I encourage each post to write a small article for the Le-

gionnaire and add a few good pictures of what your activities were in reaching out to our veterans and your own 
members. The results of your Buddy checks will be very important. Tooting your own horn gives prospective members a reason to 
join your post. You have to sell the sizzle first. 
   Our two National Legion College Graduates, Nikki McElravy and Mike Speer, are home from National, and we will be calling on 
them to share their stories and lean on them for training. 
   A shout out to Wendy Berger-Wood, our Membership chair, has been very busy working on the 114 list.  She has uncovered nu-
merous members with multiple profiles; one even had about 4 or 5. Her letters to members to offer a post to transition to are excep-
tional and are working because I have done a ton of transfers. 
   The Department Christmas Party will be at Post 51 in Lebanon, on December 6th,and invitations have been sent twice already. No 
Bah Humbugs this year. Itôs not too late to drain your bank account and come join in. The fun of bailing your favorite out of jail 
(lol). Itôs time to start having some fun in the Legion again.  
 

Remember, you are in charge of your own happiness. 

 
Itôs also time to get your Boys State, Law Enforcement/Firefighter of the year, Oratorical submissions to the Department, Letôs 
knock it out of the park this year with great numbers for our Youth Programs.  
 

See ya at the Christmas Partyé. HO! HO! 
 
IPDC 
Flynn Phillips Some men have thousands of reasons why 

they cannot do what they want to, when all 

they need is one reason why they can.  

Martha Graham 
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   We wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year and spend some time with your families this sea-

son. Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation (VA&R) Commission members for the 2025-2026 membership year are from the Department 
Chaplain and Alternate NEC Betty Fish Ferguson, Ann Everetts, District 1 Commander Adam Gettman, John Reish, and PDC Bob 
Huff, Chair. The focus of the Commission is oversight into (VA&R) activities for our department.  
   So far during this membership year, we have held separate and combined meetings with our Veterans Employment, Education and 
Homelessness (VE&E) Commission members as their Commission participates with our Commission on our activity supporting our 
Veterans and their Families. Members of the Veterans Employment and Education and Homelessness (VE&E) Commission are Niki 
McElravy, Tim Troupe, Department Judge Advocate Maria Tye, Carol Bova Rice, and PDC Bob Huff.  
   Our commission has met several times already this year virtually at ZOOM and participated in events and has many more events 
scheduled. We have held six Veteran Stand Downs, Employment and Benefits Events; the Women Veterans Conference and Event in 
Bend, and just finished holding Veterans Day Events, one Veterans Day Parade, and a Benefits Event on Veterans Day at Eagle Point 
High School, serving all participants Lunch and providing Vietnam Era War pins and a ñBe the Oneò table with brackets, pins,  and 
information. We last met on Wednesday, December 10, holding a planning meeting and discussing opportunities and oversight issues.  
   We have been very actively supporting our Veterans and will continue to serve our Veterans 
community. We have had a lot of demand for our activities to support Veterans events this year, and the demand continues, which is 
good. Our Department Service Officers have focused on both virtual, telephone, and outreach for our Department Service Office, 
which has been very busy, and is under the oversight of the Service Office. We continue to hold the ñBe the Oneò activity for staff and 
patients at the VA SORCC as part of our VAVS area.  
   We have continued to participate in Virtual National meetings and panels in this 2025-2026 
membership year. Virtual meetings with the National Commission have allowed for more communication and flow of information to 
the Departments. 
   Our National Guard TAP training is being held during Yellow Ribbon ceremonies, which all ñDEMOBSò in Oregon were scheduled 
to be held at the Salem National Guard Auditorium. That is now being reevaluated for the location to deliver TAP Training and hold-
ing the Yellow Ribbons; more to come. We are prepared to support wherever the location is moved. We will be supporting this activity 
and ask that our Legion Family from those returning units also support these events. We still have a lot on our plate, which is good. I 
apologize if I missed an event or 
gave credit to those supporting our events and activities. We have several Posts supporting this effort. Thank you, we have been very 
active this year.  which is good and continues to be active. 
   If your Post or District is scheduling a Veterans Stand-Down, Employment, Education, or Benefits event, or Revitalization for 
Membership, please let us know.  And if it does not conflict with another event, we will support in-person. We are looking for oppor-
tunities to get out the information on ñBe the One.ò campaign and to support our department, Veterans, and their families.  
   We have a lot of opportunities with our returning veterans from Deployments. We are busy, that is good, supporting our veterans 
and their families is our mission. Remember, Veterans and Families do not have to be members of our Legion Family to receive sup-
port from our Veterans Service Officers; we are available. 
We are starting to have and will continue to have conflicting events, which we are partnering with our Team to support, as we are both 
Pillar I, Veterans.  
   We also have oversight of our Department VAVS Program, which now has members actively supporting all three VAs in our depart-
ment, including American Legion members. We will be working on Christmas Gift Shops for our Veteran Patients during this month. 
We still need SAL members to support our VA Facilities, and we can always use more volunteers; we have lots of opportunities.  
   Remember our VAVS, VA Volunteers, (VA&R), and members are all volunteers, and we need 
more Legion Family volunteers to support our programs. We have a lot of opportunities available to support our Veterans: ñWe Need 
Youò. We have a lot of members in all areas of our Department, but we do not have a lot of volunteers. 
   Thank you to all of you who continue to support our Veterans community, all who have supported our deployed troops and their 
families. 
    Thank you and keep up the good work. The VAVS arm also supports the National Cemetery 
Administration (NCA) with activity at our National Cemeteries. We have additional responsibility at the VA SORCC and Eagle Point 
National Cemetery, as we have more face-to-face contact. 
   If your District is holding its meeting and would like more information or support with our Pillar I Veterans activities, please contact 
me. If available, we will be happy to support. 
 
PDC Bob Huff 
Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation (VA&R) Commission Chair 
Veterans Employment, Education, and Homeless Commission Member 
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Would you be interested in at-

tending a Formal Black Tie af-

fair to help support The Depart-

ment of Oregon American Le-

gion Family. 

We are exploring the possibility 

of having a formal event.  

 If you would be interested in            

   an event such as this, and  

      would attend, Please 

                    Respond to:  

 

 

 

 

Black Tie Event 
TAL 
ALA 
SONôS 
RIDERS 

orlegionnaire @gmail.com 

A LEGION FAMILY  

EVENT  

Dress Blues (Military Uniform)  

Tuxedo, Suit and Tie,  

Dres up & Show -up!  

 

 

 

 

Live Music, Dancing, 

Bar,  

Guest Speaker.  

 

Hereõs wishing 

you all a very 

Merry  

Christmas  

&  

Happy New 

Year.  

HO!  

HO!  

HO!  
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December 7  Pearl Habor Day 
December 16  District 8 Meeting    Post 150, Portland 
December 25   Christmas 
December 27  District 6 Meeting    Post 74,  Estacada  
Dec 31-Jan 1  Happy New Years 
Dec 31   Deadline for Post Oratorical, Fire Fighter & Law Enf of the Year 
 
2026 YEAR 
Jan   Post Initiation Ceremony for new members 
Jan 17-18  Mid-winter DEC Meeting (virtual) 
Feb 2   Remembrance: 4 Chaplains memorial/service 
Feb   Americanism Month 
Feb 7   District 2 Meeting    Carlton, Post 173 
Feb 16   Presidents Day 
Mar   Community Service Month / Boys State prep 
Mar   District 6 Meeting    Post 41, Baker 
Mar 15   District 5 Roundup    Prineville, OR 
Mar 15-17  American Legions funding 
Apr   Children & Youth Month / Old timers night 
Apr 11   Spring DEC     TBD 
April 15   Deadline for Boys State Apps 
April 25  Dist 6 Meeting    Post 43, La Grande 
May 10  Motherôs Day   
May 2   District 2 Caucus    Keizer, Post 17 
May 25  Memorial Day 
Jun 14   Flag Day 
Jun 15   Fathers Day 
June 24-27  Department Convention   Chinook Winds, Lincoln City 
June 21-27  Boys State     OSU, Corvallis 
July 4   Independence Day Celebration 
Aug   National Convention, Louisville, KY 
Sep   National Disaster Preparedness Month/POW Reg Day 
Sep 7   Labor Day  
Sep 11   9/11 Remembrance 
Sep 17   Constitution Day 
Oct   Launch POST membership campaign 
Nov 11   Veterans Day and American Education Week 
Nov 26   Thanksgiving 
Dec    Visit Veterans in homes, hospitals, & Sick.  
Dec7   Pearl Harbor Day.  
Dec 25   Christmas 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Need your event placed on the Legionnaire calendar,  

Submit it to orlegionaire@gmail.com before the 25th of each month. 
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Past National Commander James LaCoursiere announced the USA 250 Challenge as a way to kick off The 
American Legionôs celebration of our nationôs 250th birthday. 
  
The challenge is a major part of how The American Legion will celebrate the historic occasion, now through 
July 4, 2026. That may seem like a long way off ð but it is up to us as leaders to act now to demonstrate to the 
American Legion Family, other veterans and our nation why this is important. If you havenôt already, signed 
up, encourage others and share this link to register. 
  
What I love about the USA 250 Challenge is that it ties in several key components that our organization priori-
tizes ð community service, mental wellness and fitness activities.  
  
In fact, the challenge was designed to allow anyone to participate, virtually any way they choose. Participants 
may pursue one or more of the three categories over the next year, either solo and/or as part of a team. You can 
learn more about the challenge, which benefits the Veterans & Children Foundation, at this web page. 
  
More about the categories: 
  
Å Wellness: Participants complete 250 hours of wellness activities such as yoga, meditation and other forms of 
mindfulness. A post, district or department team could work together to conduct 250 Buddy Checks, for exam-
ple. 
  
Å Fitness activities: Participants may choose to walk, bicycle or cover 250 miles (or hours) any way they 
choose. Or they can aim to do 250 hours of activity like playing pickleball, strength training or kayaking. An 
example of a team challenge for a post or district would be 10 participants each walking 25 miles. 
  
Å Community service: Participants achieve 250 hours of community service or reach the 250 bar of a commu-
nity service project. A post or district could team up to create and distribute 250 care packages to deployed 
troops, collect 250 items for homeless veterans, or some other project. 
  
For questions about the challenge itself, please contact Henry Howard, hhoward@legion.org. 
  
Letôs kick off our celebration of Americaôs 250th birthday by leading from the front, engaging in physical ac-
tivities, conducting community service and embracing mental wellness! 

USA 250 CHALLENGE 

BE PART  

OF THE  

TEAM.  

 

LETôS 

GET  

GOING!  

https://www.legion.org/get-involved/community-programs/usa250/challenge
https://www.legion.org/get-involved/community-programs/usa250/challenge
mailto:hhoward@legion.org
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The Legionnaire  

Insurance Trust 

 

You might just  

Be the only  

ONE!  

 
 

ºYOU DON½T INSPIRE YOUR 
leadership team by  
showing them how  

great you think you are.  
 

You inspire them by  
showing them how  

Great they can be and  
how great they are.  

 

Hello Legionnaires,  
     Giving thanks for all the Blessings in our lives was Thanksgiving in 
November.  Now we have entered December and the Christian season of 
Advent. The 4 Sundays leading up to Christmas and the birth of Jesus. 
Now is a time of gatherings and celebrations, gift giving, choirs and car-
ols, and sharing with family and friends.  
      This season can change the tone of your life and how you live this 
time of year.  
Try not to get distracted by everything that needs to be done. Try to re-
member that Jesus is the Reason for the Season.  
    Isiah 9:6 states: 
    For unto us a son is born in the City of David, a Savior who is Christ 
the Lord.  
And he shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace. 
    Have a wonderful Christmas Season, and to quote Tiny Tim, "God 
Bless us One and All." 
 
Betty Fish-Ferguson  
Department Chaplain 
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Donõt Forget 

To  Send In Your  

Articles / Photos /  

Community Points  

Of Interest For  

The Next  

Legionnaire  

 

1. What did the military in-

vent to eliminate the noise of clothing? 

2. What is the name of the first military medal award-

ed by the United States? 

3. What is the name of the US military's first satellite? 

4. What is the name of the military doctrine that focus-

es  on using overwhelming force to achieve quick vic-

tory? 

ANSWERS ON PAGE: 34  

 

If you have an article of interest, Post information, photos, anything of interest for the 

Legionnaire Magazine, please send them in. We send out approx. 7,200 e-mails of the 

Legionnaire Magazine each month, we hope you are receiving it. If not get with your 

commander and find out why.  

   We are trying to build up the Legionnaire Magazine where it is interesting and informa-

tive to everyone, we want all our Post to know what is going on around the Great State of 

Oregon. Let us know. Send your articles to:  

orlegionnaire@gmail.com 
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      Adjutants Column 

CPR/CSR Reporting: 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The above graphic is the time line for the Consolidated Post Reports and Squadron Report. I have emailed out 

a fillable CPR/CSR report form as well as the fillable PDFs for this years CPR &CSR. They have been posted 

to legion.org and are now available for download. The Digital version in MyLegion is available now. Be care-

ful to only save the one in MyLegion until you are sure you are finished, then hit the submit button. In Feb/

March I should have the paper copy and will mail out to the posts. You can check the updated forms on the 

following pages: 

Links: CPR:  

https://www.legion.org/information-center/in-the-media/publicationsorganizationmembershipawards  

 CSR:   https://www.legion.org/information-center/in-the-media/publications/sons-of-the-american-legion  

 

Letôs all strive for 100% submission this year. 

Itôs the single most important report an adjutant  

submits for their Post. 

Letôs GET-R-DONE, and letôs get it right. 

 
Happy Holidays everyone: Enjoy the season for the reason. 

 

Department Adjutant 

S. Flynn Philllips 

PDC, IPDC 
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Key historical facts 
First game:  

The inaugural game was played on November 29, 1890, with Navy winning 24-0.  
All-time record:  

As of the end of the 2024 season, Navy leads the series with 63 wins to Army's 55, with 7 ties.  
Longest win streak:  

Navy holds the record for the longest winning streak at 14 consecutive victories between 2002 and 
2015.  

Notable "Game of the Century" moments:  
Army had a two-year winning streak in back-to-back "Game of the Century" matchups, defeating the 
#2 ranked Navy in 1944 and 1945.  

Mascot tradition:  
Army's tradition of having a mule as a mascot date back to 1899, when a mule was chosen to counter 
the Navy goat.  

Annual tradition:  
The rivalry has been an annual tradition since 1930.  

Alma mater singing:  
A key tradition is for players from both teams to sing each other's alma maters after the game, regard-
less of the outcome.  

Historical events:  
Instant replay was first used in the 1963 game. The 1963 game was postponed due to the assassination 
of President John F. Kennedy, a Navy veteran.  

Location:  
While Philadelphia hosted the most games, they have been played in various cities, including New 
York, Chicago, and Pasadena, with the Rose Bowl hosting the game in 1983, this years game is being 
played in Baltimore, MD.,,,  
 

     December 13, at 12:00 noon on CBS.  
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Oregon American Legion Foundation 

 

 

 

 

 A TRAINING CLASS for Post & District Commanders and their Service Officers is being 

planned for January or February. This is a very important area, we are in the business to help our Veterans' any 

way we can, when they need help. Out Post Service Officers need to be updated and trained on who, what, 

when, where and how to work with out Vets when the need arises.  So we will keep you updated on the actual 

date for the training class, and all Commanders and Service officers need to attend.  

 

Chairman 

Steven D. Shollenburg 

Training & Development 
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   The OALF Board of Directors members are Bob Huff, President, Richard Ramey, Vice-
President, Wendy Berger Wood, 1st Vice Commander Fred Broadwater, Carol Bova Rice, Niki 
McElravy, Alan Alderman, Treasurer, Don Bond, Secretary, Flynn Phillips, and Judge Advocate 
Maria Tye. 
   The OALF Board has met six times since the Department Convention, one in person and five 
virtual meetings. We completed Board elections, revised our By-Laws and Code of Procedures, 
approved both, and are now submitting our By-Laws to the Secretary of State as we are a Private 
Foundation, 501 (c) (3) operating under the rules and codes of the IRS and laws of the State of 

Oregon operates as a non-profit. We have reviewed all transactions since our last report provided to the DEC 
in January 2024. September 30, 2025, was the end of our tax year, with our new tax year starting October 1, 
2025. We have developed our tax reporting information on our IRS Form 990 with supporting schedules and 
submitted to the IRS. 
   Our three subcommittees: Revenue Committee, Administration Committee, and Grant Processing Commit-
tee, are staffed and operating, and all are members of the OALF Board, who are very active. We have a good 
team on the OALF Board of Directors. Remember, we have funds available for our programs; if your Post is 
sponsoring students in Boys State, Oratorical, or The Jim Willis Law Enforcement Career Academy, Baseball, 
Jr. Shooting Sports, Scouts, and short of funds; fill out a grant request. The grant forms are available on our 
Legion Web Page. We will be providing regular updates to the DEC and membership on our activities, funds 
available, and opportunities for Posts and Members to support and use available funds for our Programs ser-
vice. Our Board an provide education and direction for available grants and assistance for our approved Pro-
grams. 
 
OALF President 
Bob Huff, PDC 
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The Constitution & our Founding Fathers 

The U.S. Constitution is and should be very important to all of us, because it is the foundation of the entire 
American way of life, the political and legal systems. Here are the key reasons: 

 
1. It Creates the Structure of Government 
The Constitution sets up the three branches of governmentðlegislative, executive, and judicialðand defines 
what each branch can and cannot do. This prevents any one branch from becoming too powerful. 
 
2. It Protects Individual Rights 
Through the Bill of Rights and later amendments, the Constitution guarantees freedom such as: 

¶ freedom of speech 
¶ freedom of religion 
¶ The right to a fair trial 
¶ Freedom to keep and bear arms 
¶ Protection from unreasonable searches  
¶ These rights limit the power of the government and protect the people. 
 
3. It Establishes the Rule of Law 
Everyone, including government leaders, must follow the law. This principle keeps government power in 
check and ensures fairness. 
 
4. It Creates a System of Checks and Balances 
Each branch can limit the others. For example: 

¶ Congress makes laws, but the president can veto them. 

¶ The courts can declare laws unconstitutional.  

¶ This system prevents abuse of power. 

 
5. It Provides Stability 
The Constitution has lasted since 1787, making it one of the worldôs oldest functioning constitutions. Its ability 
to be amended allows it to adapt without losing stability. 
 
6. It Represents the Nationôs Core Values 
It expresses the ideals of: 

¶ liberty 
¶ equality 
¶ Democracy 
¶ Justice 
In short: 
The U.S. Constitution is important because it creates the government, limits its power, protects the rights of 
the people, and preserves our Democratic Republic. 
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Military help line 

for Legionnaires 

http://militaryhelpline.org 

 
Legionnaireôs, on 

October 10th, I was fortunate to 
attend a dedication at Luke AFB, 
Arizona. The dedication was relat-
ed to the SS Mayaguez incident in 
the South China Sea in 1975. 
Three Helicopters were en-route 
to NKP Air Base with 56 Security 
Police and 15 crew members. 
Knife 13 radioed the Base that he 
had a warning light and was in 
trouble. That was the last conver-
sation with Knife 13. Knife 13 
crashed shortly after the brief 
communication with a loss of all 
aboard. Eighteen Security Police-
men, and a crew of five Aircraft 
Pilots and Maintainers. 
At the time of the crash, there 
were only six Kemer Rouge 
guarding the Mariques crew. After 
the crash,  

Saturday, October 18, 2025 

Remembering the SS Mayaguez incident & Knife 13 

James Jerome, Post 106. 

Besides the Security Police Veter-
ans and their wives. 
   We had seven relatives of those 
lost in the crash. A great turnout 
by the active duty Personnel were 
also present. If interested, you can 
read the whole story online by go-
ing to the Knifeï13 site on 
Google. It was a privilege to at-
tend this ceremony and pay re-
spects to the Airman who paid the 
ultimate sacrifice for their country. 
Also attached is a picture of me at 
the VA National Cemetery in 
North Phoenix, AZ, where I paid 
respects to my buddy from Vi-
etnam and Germany. Bob Jones 
was a member of Prairie City, Post 
106. RIP buddy! 

   the crew was moved to an Is-

land. And rescued by a combined 

force of Navy, Marine, and Air 

Force. It was the biggest loss of 

Security Policemen {my old ca-

reer field} in the Vietnam War in 

a single incident. The Vietnam 

Security Police Association, at its 

thirty-year reunion this year, ded-

icated the Memorial pictured. We 

dedicated one last year to the Se-

curity Police Museum at Lack-

land AFB in October 2024. It's 

identical to the one at Luke AFB, 

which is the home of the 56th 

Security Forces Sq. At the time 

of the Mayaguez incident, the 

Squadron was still called Securi-

ty Police.  
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Resolution 19 urges Legionnaires to reach out to their fel-

low veterans the week of Veterans Day. 
 To reach out to members and former members who may need help, the National Executive Committee 
passed Resolution 18 during Spring Meetings in May 2019. The resolution calls for Buddy Checks to 
be conducted Legion-wide on the weeks of The American Legionôs birthday, March 15, and Veterans 
Day, Nov. 11. 
The American Legion Family has answered. Since 2020, nearly 1.8 million Buddy Checks have been 
conducted on current and former Legionnaires. Most recently, the 2024-2025 Consolidated Post Reports 

noted that 4,258 posts participated in Buddy Checks, impacting 361,871 veterans. 
Veterans today sometimes struggle finding new purpose after transition, and coping with posttraumatic stress, traumatic 

brain injury and other social, economic, mental or physical stressors. This 
critical time in a veteranôs life is when they are most vulnerable to suicide or 
other self-harm. Suicide awareness and prevention is the most consequential 
responsibility of our generation of Legionnaires, and the Buddy Check is just 
one of the many ways The American Legion hopes to address the crisis. 
American Legion Family members are encouraged to stage Buddy Check 
efforts Nov. 10-16 to check on the wellbeing of former and current members. 
Weôve got a Buddy Check Toolkit to assist your efforts, including tips on 
organizing Buddy Checks, sample scripts for phone calls and quick answers 
to share the Legionôs missions and programs. Individuals and posts who al-
ready have plans to make Buddy Checks next week are encouraged to share 
their plans with us. Email sbrooks@legion.org with the details and then 

share your stories and photos at www.legiontown.org after your effort. 

Submitted by:  
Charley Schmidt, PNC / PDC 
Department of Oregon 

   The American Legion is submitting three Statements for the Record (SFRs) this week. 
First up was an SFR for the House Committee on Veteransô Affairs Subcommittee on Economic Opportunity, submitted 
Dec. 2 by Steven Betsch, an American Legion policy associate in the Veterans Employment and Education Division. The 
topic of the hearing was ñStrengthening the Workforce of Veterans in America.ò 
The SFR (download statement here) offered American Legion support on a number of critical issues including: 
Å Proposed changes to the TAPS program. 
Å Legislation to help veterans land jobs in the trucking industry, which is called for in H.R. 2954, the Veteransô Transition 
to Trucking Act of 2025. 
Å Strengthening career opportunities for veterans leaving military service as outlined in H.R. 4594, the Military Learning 
for Credit Act. 
Å H.R. 1458, the Veterans Education and Technical Skills (VETS) Opportunity Act, which expands access to high-quality, 
high-demand skilled trade and technical training programs for those who served. 
On Dec. 3, American Legion senior legislative associate Bailey Bishop submitted testimony before the House Committee 
on Veteransô Affairs. The American Legionôs testimony (download statement here) focuses on: 
Å H.R. 6047: Sharri Briley and Eric Edmundson Veterans Benefits Expansion Act, which the Legion supports with 
amendments. This legislation seeks to provide an overdue increase in financial benefits for survivors and catastrophically 
disabled veterans receiving care through the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA). 
Å H.R. 4077: GUARD Veteransô Healthcare Act, which the Legion supports as is. This would permit recovery from VA of 
costs from Medicare Advantage and Medicare prescription drug plans and to modify the authority for recovery by the 
United States of reasonable charges for certain care or services furnished to veterans for non-service-connected disabili-
ties. 
Additionally, American Legion health policy analyst Dr. Marie Black submitted a SFR on Dec. 3 before the Senate Com-
mittee on Veteransô Affairs, which was considering legislation on ñMedication Management in VA Health Care.ò 
The American Legionôs testimony (see attachment) focuses on: 
Å The Protect Veteran Access to Telemedicine Services Act. This would amend title 38, United States Code, to authorize 
certain VA health professionals to deliver or dispense controlled substances via telemedicine under certain conditions. 
Telemedicine dramatically expands access to care ð especially for the 2.7 million veterans living in rural areas ð by 
increasing the number of available prescribers and offering safe, secure medication without forcing veterans to spend 
hours on the road. The American Legion supports this draft legislation, with a proposed amendment, which urges Con-
gress to permanently allow VA health professionals to practice telemedicine across state lines within the scope of their 
federal duties. 
Å The Written Informed Consent Act, which would direct the Secretary of VA to expand a Veterans Health Administration 
directive regarding informed consent to apply to certain types of medications, which often host FDA warnings for suicide 
risk 
 

https://archive.legion.org/node/3507
https://www.legion.org/advocacy/be-the-one/buddy-check
https://www.legion.org/advocacy/be-the-one/buddy-check
mailto:sbrooks@legion.org
http://www.legiontown.org/
https://www.legion.org/getmedia/7ad6b011-de3d-47ad-879d-6b0559cf4e8b/FINAL-12-2-25-HVAC-EO-SFR.pdf
https://www.legion.org/getmedia/87aed83f-cea6-4416-bf29-e11592e81e4d/FINAL-12-3-25-HVAC-Leg-SFR.pdf
https://www.legion.org/getmedia/3c89f019-4234-42f2-aa66-cbcc8ddafc1c/FINAL-12-3-25-SVAC-SFR.pdf
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Donôt forget your 

 ñBUDDY CHECKSò 
Call them today, while your thinking of it. 

They may need you today! 

 

Did You Get Your ñParticipation Award?ò 
 

   Last month, I reported on the many things we in the Department of Oregon accomplished. This last year, as 
indicated by the Consolidated Post Reports. 
 
As a reminder, we volunteered over 104,000 hours to conduct programs which: 
 
Donated 435 pints of blood through the Blood Donor program 
Presented 27 ROTC medals 
Provided 562 wake, funeral, or memorial honors for veterans 
Participated in 14 career fairs 
Sponsored 35 boys to Boys State 
Sponsored 12 American Legion Baseball teams 
Sponsored 23 Scouting units for 497 youths 
Presented 43 awards in the School Award program 
Supported 9 Junior Shooting Sports Programs 
 
   So-o-o, I hope we will continue to CHEER. Because we have a lot to cheer about. This month, I encourage 
each post to make note of all the things they did this past year to support veterans, children, and youth, and our 
communities. We need to get the word out to our members. Make a list of all those things and include them in 
your newsletter to your members. 
   Many of our members would be encouraged if they could help in some way, and they need to know what 
your post is doing to make America strong. You might make a calendar for the year, which lists dates when 
those things happen, so that members can mark their personal calendar to participate this year. Although they 
might not get a trophy, each member who participates can feel 
better that they were part of an organization that makes their 
community better. Think about it. If you had the opportunity to 
volunteer for just two or three hours once a year, to help in the 
community, wouldnôt you feel better? I know I do! Why not 
give others that opportunity to feel that way too? 
 
Richard Ramey, Chairman 
Internal Affairs Commission 

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year to everyone! 
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Boys State 
Department of Oregon 
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   Boys State quarterly meeting was held this last Saturday, November 15th at Paddington's Pizza in Salem, Or. 

In attendance was Chairman Fred Broadwater, members Steve Shollenburg, Greg Marvin, Frank Sterling and 

Flynn Phillips, Dept Adjutant. Also in attendance were the returning Boys State Junior Counselors. (pictured 

below). Two returning Junior Counselors were unable to attend, a Boys Nation  Senator, and  the elected Secre-

tary of State.  

   Great discussion and plans were made for the upcoming Boys State program, and everyone was excited to get 

things going. Topics of discussion:  

Post Sponsorship 

Post getting interviews done properly 

Applications 

Registration 

BS weekly schedule 

PT in the mornings 

Academics 

Guest Speakers 

Opening & Closing ceremonies  

Alberto Estanislao 
Chief of Staff 

Reid Kim 
Governor 

Vibhav Javali 
Boys Nation 
State Senator 

Murray Koshmann 
Sec. of Labor 

Ben Kolman 
Sec. of Education 

Daven Schuitz 
Legislative 
Liaison 

Brody Hackney-Jillett 
State Treasurer 

Tyler Smith 
First Citizen 

Chairman Fred Broadwater, Boys State Director  

& Dept. Adjutant Flynn Phillips with the Boys 

   We hope every Post in Oregon 

works their Boys State program, 

by contacting your local high 

schools, counselors, principles, 

local community programs, such 

as Rotary, Lions, Chamber of 

Commerce, to find the Best of the 

Best for our 2026 Department of 

Oregon Boys State Session.  


